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Concordia 
Summer 2026 - Number 37 

John McCrae part of the COXA Trip in June 

The magnificent 

Clapham plaque 

at St George’s 

Church in         

central Ypres, 

Belgium 

Iconic memorabilia 

from our COXA  

Battlefield Tour to Lille 
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  John Rudd RIP - a truly great & loyal Clapham Old Xaverian - Class of 1954 
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London Marathon “winners”, for charity - Paul Hixson and Art Williams 

Paul and Amy 

Hixson      

running past 

Buckingham 

Palace in 

2012 

 Well Done Art Williams 

A big thank you from Arthur Williams to those who             
supported his London Marathon in aid of his [Bren’s] charity, 

Building  Heroes. You can still donate if you missed out on the 

*DONATION PAGE LINK* on the COXA Website.                                                                                     

I have added a photo of Paul Hixson - looking great during a recent 

visit, below are HIS 2012 Marathon memories for his chosen charity 

https://2026tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/arthur-williams
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Clapham Old Boys means fun - most of us left Clapham half a century ago -still mates 
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The Thoughts of COXA Chairman David Leathem 

Dear friends, as I write, it's not even as if Summer is over, or nearly over… It's glorious, 

isn't it? I'm Scottish and a lot of you are Irish and Polish (English and many others noted) 

but it's like 10 weeks in Playa Blanca with 6 weeks to go!                                                                   

The Golf Trip to Mayo started on the 27th April; relentless welcome sunshine. The     

Football Tour in the following days saw sunshine and some showers (yay!) The Ramble 

from Godstone via Jake’s Garden and back to Godstone was marvellous (guess what? Hot 

and sunny!) Thanks Vic Roszkowski and Mick Powell, also Mick and Bina for their roles. 

The Golf Event was held in tropical conditions (thank you Aidan). 

The Lille Battlefield Trip was a huge success. More alumni honoured by our Association. 

Aidan, Eddie and Scotty built a brilliant itinerary. 

Summer Lunch at the Union Jack Club saw renewed acquaintances. 2 x Grudniewicz, 

(Andy and Chris), are enthusiastically welcomed back for the first time. Days later, at the 

College (SFX) 60 or so, including several returning to  Nightingale Lane for the first time 

in 50+ years, celebrated 100 Years of our Association. 

All this in the past tense; attend the AGM (on line), attend the Mass (in person!) log on to 

our website; support the next Ramble (Mayfield?), any 1st XI match at Carshalton.                                     

If you are unwell, or other(!?) - please tell us and perhaps we can help/support (yes dear 

Vlad, I'm looking at you!) 

What an amazing Association; what a fine crowd of leaders/Committee Members. 

Get back to the beach!! 

David Leathem 17th August 2026  

David & Lynn  

David and Lynn  
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Research details from KADOC [an Archive Library] holding some Xaverian files 

“Hold your breath” the next “twenty-odd” pages, are the results of your Editors’ pilgrimage 

to the KADOC Institute, a research facility part of the University of Brussels, where he       

investigated their Xaverian Archive. For many years Brugges was the lead Xaverian College 

of the “Southern Section of the Xaverian Province”, which included, Clapham College,    

Mayfield, Brighton and “Foxhunt” [Prep” School] near Mayfield, where Br. Christoper was 

the Headmaster  - part of my research fills the next 20 pages. 

The KADOC Library 

Volumes of Xaverian magazines - not “ours” 

Calcutta Xaverians @1900 
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I almost had a heart attack [would have been my second], when I was presented with a           

beautifully bound file at KADOC, titled Old Xaverians 1904 to 1920. These were the dates I had 

been hunting for as part of my “Xaverian Holy Grail". Only to discover that they were in fact the 

Old Boys publications of Calcutta Old Xaverians. They seemed so similar to our own early Old 

Boys at Clapham. I closed this chapter of my research with a hint of disappointment "if only” 



8 

“Us and Them” 1956 Education; After all – we did pass the 11-Plus  

The Dept for Education even thought 

“different strokes for different folks” 
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Clapham College - not Secondary Modern different kids - different skills 

As Grammar School Boys, we missed out on Secondary Modern School pupil activities 

We all, well the majority of us, passed 

the 11-Plus and went to a Grammar 

School. So for us it was Literature, 

Law and Latin, not Woodwork and 

Technology. WE were not taught 

“practical Skills” - many of us were 

envious of those Secondary School 

workshops. The photo of wall-bars 

and ropes begs the question, did    

anyone ever use them at Clapham - 

they were there [on the walls]                                                   

Surely Clapham Boys would not have 

been “Shed Boys”...but then again a 

great number were and “loved” the 

atmosphere at Chelsea going to every 

home game for the “buzz and           

excitement!” CAN BE READ ONLINE 



10 

                Ministry of Education                                                      

“Becoming a Teacher”    Booklet  1956 

100% this would have been the                  

booklet [in black and white] that many 

of those who taught us would have   

accessed at teacher training! Lots of 

good tips in there, but few I recognize. 
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The first page of the 1936 School Inspection - [“Interesting”] 
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More on the 1936 School Inspection -  real insight into the College between the Wars 
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Exams and “School Activities” 
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More from the 1936 Inspector’s Report. And a desperate letter from the College Governors to 

the ILEA on the lack of progress on building a Dining Centre at Clapham - took nearly 100 years! 

Can be read on a computer! 
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Snippets' found in the KODAC Archive in Brussels [can be read “online” very faint] 

1958 Xaverian Tumbling Team - NYC display 

1958 Brochure, Xaverian College Brooklyn 

Bishop Bryan McEntegart visiting Xaverian 

High School. Brooklyn IN 1958 

You need a computer to read this print too small/feint. 

Go the either of the Clapham Old Xaverian Websites 
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An article from the Xaverian High School in Brooklyn; think it’s from a student journal. The graph 

at the bottom half of the page is from a report of the “decline” of the Brothers in England. 

Again… I can read every word -        

on  my laptop [sorry] 
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A very sad report to commission and share, no wonder in the 1970s it was kept 

“Confidential”. This was the Xaverian Brothers own report on the inevitable collapse of the 

Brothers in England. The graph on the previous page and the list of names below reflected 

the dire state of the Order and the lack of new blood into the Xaverians. Apologies for the 

quality of much of the documentation, but the aging documents were photographed on 

my phone, but I thought it was worth copying and sharing - some familiar names below. 

The sad decline of the Xaverian Brothers and the situation in the 1970s. 
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1960s Report on the Xaverian Brothers in England. This is predominately from the School of 

St Edward the Confessor near Mayfield in Sussex. The final [incomplete] part of the Report is 

on the Brothers at Clapham College. Gives you a insight into the Congregation. 
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  Short “snippet” about the life of our beloved Brother Dunstan, 90 yrs old in 1975 

KADOC- again 
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In the KADOC Archive - a 1938 Religion Exam Paper - Xaverians send in your answers to me 
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Excuse the angle of “Section B” - the more difficult questions Religious Cert.1936  

Hi Scotty 
 
Hope you are, sorry I couldn’t make the                                                 
100th Anniversary bash at SFX,                                                                                         
quite a few of my school year were 
there. 
I recently attended the funeral of old 
boy Paul Marcel Theodore Kannsen                                                                                        
on Monday 3rd August 2026. He used to 
receive Concordia and I think                                                                                        
occasionally wrote in. He was proud of 
his time at College, which was included 
in his Eulogy. 
He was born on 2nd March 1936 in UK, 
to Belgian/Dutch parents avoiding the 
expected Nazi occupation.  
During childhood he spent long periods 
in hospital, but later enjoyed running 
and orienteering.                                                    
As a volunteer he was asked to organise 
the finishing line of the first London 
Marathon in March 1981 by Chris                
Brasher and John Disley.  
You might want to have something put 
in Concordia in due course.                                                                                               
I’ll attach a picture of Service Book front 
cover.       
Please can you also cancel his                 
subscription to Concordia 

Whilst visiting Jake Richin’s garden the 

Ramblers viewed England’s oldest tree. 

A short notice of the death of Paul Kanseen we 

will  give Paul a full “send-off” in the next edition 
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Letter relating to the sale of Clapham College & the playing fields at Norbury 

The Xaverian Brother Code 

£145,000.00 ! 
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More “interesting snippets” 

from the Xaverian Archive at 

KADOC. The top photo shows 

boys at Mass in the Chapel at 

Mayfield College.  

The newspaper clipping is 

from the Peterborough and 

Herts Standard in 1928. It 

shows a drawing of the        

Xaverian Noviate in Deeping 

St James, on the road from 

Peterborough to Lincoln. It 

was part of a series of articles 

on “Beauty Spots” in the     

Peterborough area; this needs 

to be read online….very clear, 

impossible in “A5” Concordia. 

More KADOC Research - my choice is simple either “reproduce” in an unreadable format -         

ignore - or leave to be viewed on a computer                                                                                    
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This was the front page of the 150 year “Programme of Events” at Clapham College 

in 1989. I don’t think this was produced using IT, or a professional printer. I’d  like 

the producer to drop me a line to explain the motif - was it “Xaverian”? 
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Back to 1989 the 150th Anniversary of the Xaverian Brothers. There 

was a full programme of events, Mass, gymnastics displays, speeches 

and prize-giving. I’ve no idea of the tune of Small Things Grow in                                 

Harmony..can anyone play it? [Glyn?] 
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“The importance of this letter?” 

This letter to the parents of the boys at Clapham College was to confirm the decisions made 

in the letter of 15th Feb 1970, copied on page 22. The decline in the number of Xaverian 

Brothers and the financial needs of a 20th Century school meant that the decision to change 

was inevitable, small Catholic to large Diocesan, only the boys could really tell the difference. 
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Sorry if some of you find some of the historical documents from the Xaverian Section of 

the Archives, in Brussels, difficult to read...but they are such important Xaverian                        

documents and news items. They were hard to read and deteriorated with age [like some 

of us]..but important none the less!. I hate go on about it but an A5 at times poorly      

printed Concordia is not the best way to observe these historical documents...online is the         

answer; by all means carry on getting the printed version [until we come to an inevitable 

end, we run out of funds - or run out of you all]. Online gives colour and clarity. Try it !!!! 

  1939 newspaper article reporting on 100 years of the Xaverian Brotherhood. 
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Minutes from the Xaverian Committee, not the Clapham Old Xaverians, but the one collected 

from all the Xaverian schools in the UK. What is a “Bohemian Concert” - sounds “dodgy” to me]. 

They controlled the funds of the Colleges, a very strong Manchester and Brugges influence. 

Clapham become a bit of a “backwater”, but interestingly in later Clapham become the “hub”, it 

depends on where the “top dog” Xaverian Brother was based...and it became little old “us”. 
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I know I keep saying “best viewed online” , 

but these documents really are. For the 

“Class of 1954” who would have been active 

in this prize-giving, I give you - CLEATHER, 

BUNCE, SCHWENK, GRAY, McDERMOTT,  

MORRISH, GILFORD, GARVEY, SABBAGH, 

TURVEY [a brilliant athlete, professor who 

lectured in the USA for 40 years],  CAIN,   

KEENAN, McGRATH, ALDRICH [inventor of 

“online shopping” - retired a millionaire with 

a wing at Brighton University named after 

him], HOGAN, …etc..etc 

...all names that I as a boy remember, 

and I was only 8 years old in 1959. I 

wasn't interviewed by Brother Peter 

until 1963! Sorry if I haven't added the 

achievements of the rest of Class ‘54! 

 
A program of entertainment, a 

“must” at Prize givings. The rousing 

“Waltzing  Matilda” as the finale 

and “Prospero's Speech” by John 

Gilhooly. [was it a “speech”?] 

More research from KADOC - Prize Day 1959 and the “Class of 1954” - [see Pete Wills letter] 



30 

Pen Pictures of three of our Clapham Brothers, can you recognize them from their descriptions? 

...PTO for Brother “Gardener” 
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Hello Scotty, I came across my recently deceased father's copy of your 
winter 2025 Concordia whilst checking in on his post this week. It was a 
very timely find as my sister and I had been wondering how to notify his 
friends from schooldays who he caught up with some years during re-
unions in London. I wondered if you would be so kind as to either send 
an email out or include in your next edition the sad news that our father 
John Rudd, born 23 April 1943 died peacefully after a short illness at 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital on 21 December 2025. My sister Julie and I 
are comforting ourselves knowing Dad is now reunited with his loving 
wife Wendy, our mother. My sister and I would be so grateful if you are 
able to help us with this notification?  Kindest regards, Debbie Rudd 

Thank you for your kind words Don. I am so glad my  "email to the editor" 
turned out to be a friend of Dad's. It felt so awkward emailing someone who 
might not have even known Dad and asking for such a favour, but I know how 
important the Clapham Grammar school friendships were to Dad so I bit the 

bullet and got a lovely result .  Thank you                                                                                                                              
Scotty ...John will be sorely missed by the (rapidly dwindling) class of '54.     

Always amazed at the frequency of John's attendance at our get-togethers at 
Clapham Junction considering the journey he undertook from his home in      
Telford. It must be round-up time for goalkeepers with both John and           
England's Colin McDonald leaving us within a short span of time. The                                     
consolation for John, his re-union with Wendy. Rest in peace, John. Pete Wills 

The “Brother’s Menology” continued…….. 
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There has always been a problem for those coming back, or discovering Clapham on our 
Websites. Joining does not make one a member, and open to all the joys of a Clapham Old 
Xaverian Member. Frank goes a great job of “shepherding” random Old Xaverians, who log 
onto the Website, to me. Chris Lally was one of these..anyone claim to know him? 
 
Hello Scotty, 
  
Sorry for the delay in replying. Ricky and I met in Montenegro last year and we discovered we had both 
attended Clapham College two years apart. 
  
Clapham was my 3rd secondary school for a variety of reasons, but I didn’t get the “O” levels I needed at 
St Joseph’s so I had to repeat the 5th year at Clapham where I re-sat them and got the ones I needed.  
Actually, as my birthday is late June, I was still one of the younger ones in my class. 
  
I struggled again with “A” levels, but Clapham was really good and, after 6th form, I was allowed to go in 
and study pretty much on my own for a term until I re-sat my Physics … which I eventually got! 
  
I think my problem was that I changed school a lot so never really got to know anyone. I had one good 
friend at Clapham who I still know, but he’s not very well now ~ I think Covid hit him badly. 
I’m also struggling with a few health issues myself at the moment and awaiting treatment so I’m unlikely to 
be joining you for any events, but I’ll keep an eye on the newsletter. 
  
Thank you for your email, all the best for 2026 and I hope COXA continues to thrive, 
 Chris  [Chris Lally] 
 

Mark Roszkowki sent this to me and made my day / week ..a CC photo from the early 1960s and I’m in 

More detail to follow 

[PS I’m top left] Scotty 

Email the Editor at coxascottyeditor@hotmail.com                                                                                                      

or write to 12 Farrow Drive, Barnham PO22 0FN… or TEXT 07508001217 Scotty Macdonald 



33 

Comment of Battlefield Trip to Ypres...For me, the highlight of our trip was….                  
The gathering of our party to bless our plaque in St Georges Church took on a special 
meaning as 19 members took turns reading the names of former pupils who had lost their 
lives on the Ypres Salient; it was a powerful moment of remembrance and reflection. After 
the ceremony, we made our way from the Church to the Menin Gate, crossing the magnifi-
cent Town Square, still thinking of the beautiful service we had attended. I was proud to 
have been asked to lay a wreath at the Menin Gate Ceremony on behalf of the school. 
Through my research of the 106 Clapham Old Boys who died in WW1, some of these fallen 
soldiers became very familiar to me, and this act of remembrance had a profound impact 
that will be with me forever.   Aidan 

 

Aidan Coletta 

                            400club@claphamoldxaverians.co.uk  

The 400 Club is the 

only “true” way the 

Association raises 

funds on a regular 

basis, if you are not 

“in” please email  

Aidan [above] it 

costs as little as £12 

a year - please join. 

Here is Pete Brown 

and Aidan at the 

Chairman’s Lunch. 

They would have 

been chatting    

football, one from 

the perspective of 

500 Xaverian goals 

and the other from 

a midfield creator, 

turned “destroyer”. 

You decide……. 
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A huge shout out to my big sister, 
Kate Garvey, on receiving her OBE 
today. A really proud day for the 
Garvey family and an achievement 
that I just know our Mum and Dad 
would have been thrilled about. The 
award is for her services to British 
politics. The prestige of  an OBE is 
such that it can only be presented 
by The King, Prince   William, or 
Princess Anne. (FYI Kate got       
William, Prince of  Wales, and has 
today gone on record to say she’s 
pleased it was William, however I 
could hear in her voice that she'd 
assumed it would be The King…) 
 Knowing Kate and her infamous 
drive, she will not stop at this 
award. I suspect she’s already plot-
ting her next act to save humanity 
or similar - so don’t bet against a 
Knighthood, or a Nobel Peace Prize 
or even a Brit Award (after all, we 
grew up in Streatham and were 
schooled in Croydon - which       
appears to be 50% of  the criteria 
at The Brits).                                                                                       
       

 Finally, for anyone analysing my LinkedIn content strategy, you may conclude that 
all I do is recognise my team at Simply Business for their great work and piggyback 
off  the impressive legacy of  my parents and the positive impact that my high-
achieving sisters have. That would be harsh…Michael Garvey 

Kate Garvey CBE - Colin have would be so proud 

 

Lest we Forget 

https://uk.linkedin.com/company/simply-business_39914?trk=public_post-text
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Scrolling through the Xaverian Magazines available on the internet 

[or what was the World Wide Web]… I’m old]. I found the set of 

“standards” below from the Calcutta Old Boys Magazine. I feel 

they are a fine upstanding set of guidelines… would our Xaverian 

“brotherhood” fall roughly in line with their fine ideals of “copy” ?                

Or should I ignore/bin them? Can’t see us changing, Scotty 

On second thoughts - no I can’t allow ourselves to go down the ignominious 

route of being called the “Old Xavs”! Yes, as the Archivist of the Clapham Old   

Xaverians, I would love to have a full set of bound Xaverian Magazines dating 

back over 130 years… but “no”, let’s stick with all my current editorial freedom 

with all our flaws and our “Clapham Old Xaverians” tag; and move on regardless 

Ed. 

At 75, I’m too old to do this ”editing” job properly, looking back to Pages 4/5. 

“Xavazine” ….$£U(*%)+ 

John Flynn 

Golfing Legend 

and COXA 2026 

“Golf King” 

likes a drink, 

and a fag too, 

so he can’t be 

all that bad 

I found this other 

photograph of 

John Kansaan. 

John has only 

just passed away 

was at Clapham 

College during 

WWII imagine ! 
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Stand ready to answer when God asks 
if you are available for Him to become more present  

in your life and through you to the world.  
Fundamental Principles of the Xaverian Brothers 

 
Forty-six years ago, Philip Revell responded to the call to be a Xaverian Brother. It was a 
lifelong call committing Philip to a life of love, faith and trust. Throughout the course of his 
life as a Xaverian, the call would become clearer for him. Through his faith and trust in 
Christ, Philip came to understand that he was called to manifest Christ’s self-giving to   
others, both in his life and in his death. Colleagues in Middletown note the depth of his call. 
“Brother Phil loved being a Xaverian Brother.  Whether speaking about his teaching       
Religion or French ‘to the lads’ at Xaverian College in Manchester, ministering to young 
people in English prisons, or serving his Brothers in Congo, Philip did so with great joy and 
affection.” Philip entered eternal life peacefully on October 4th 2025 suffering from cancer 
for two years. 
Philip was born in Glossop, Derbyshire, UK on April 1st 1957. He is survived by his loving 
mother, Mary, and his three younger brothers, Michael, Paul and Stephen. He first met the 
Xaverian Brothers as a student at Xaverian College, Manchester UK. Upon graduating 
from Xaverian College, Philip enrolled at the University of Kent in Canterbury, earning his 
BA in History and French. He continued his professional studies in education at            
Manchester Polytechnic. In September 1979, Philip entered the Congregation at Xaverian 
College in Manchester, welcomed by Brother Cyril Birtles and the Brothers community. He 
received the religious habit there and made his canonical novitiate with the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools. Philip continued his Xaverian formation at Xavier Centre in Danvers, 
while attending theology courses at Boston College.  He then professed perpetual vows in 
1985 the Feast of Saint Francis Xavier.  
Philip was a very talented individual: intellectually, artistically, creatively, spiritually and 
socially.  He offered his many gifts in the ministry positions he held.  From 1980 through 
1992, Philip held diverse positions under Brother Cyril’s leadership at Xaverian College, 
Manchester. He was a teacher of Religious Education and French; he served as Vice      
Principal for Pastoral Care, Staff Formation, and Student Development.  From 1992 
through 2001, Philip was engaged in prison ministry, serving as the Roman Catholic    
Chaplain at HM Prison Brixton London and later at HM Prison Manchester. He also served 
in various leadership positions for Chaplaincy in the London South Region and served in 
the International Association as the Roman Catholic Representative for European        
Chaplains. Perhaps surprisingly, Philip acknowledged that his ministry with prisoners was 
especially   fulfilling.  In 2002 Philip responded to the call to serve our Congolese Brothers 
in our formation program as Director of Scholastics in Lubumbashi and as Regional        
Superior.  During that time Philip also taught Biblical Theology at Maria Malkia Institute 
and English at the Academy for English Education, also in Lubumbashi. In 2016, he arrived 
at Xavier High School in Middletown, Connecticut for an eight year stay which he loved, 
serving as religion teacher and campus minister, and, when needed, teacher of French. 
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All the ministries that Philip offered the Church and its       
people were grounded in solid faith and trust in Jesus. Philip 
heeded the words of the Xaverian Fundamental Principles. 
“…you must be willing to spend time each day in solitude 
and prayer opening yourself to God’s loving word. …enter 
into an intimate relationship with God…” Philip had an     
ardent devotion to the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
the source of his love of others.  As a colleague at Xavier 
wrote: “Brother had a strong devotion to the Blessed Mother 
and also to Saint Therese of Lisieux, the Little Flower.      
His love of God manifested itself in the way he related to 
others.” The Congolese Brothers recall that above all in   
community Philip built mutually fraternal relationships that 
were always very respectful of the other. The Brothers knew 
Philip cared about them and was there to listen and help. He volunteered to play the organ 
for the parish and accompanied the Regina Mundo choir and choral group. He also taught 
music at the Indian School in Lubumbashi. Perhaps the greatest fruit of Philip’s                        
contemplative prayer, as observed by the Congolese Brothers, was his being ‘un ami des 
pauvres.’ (Friend of the poor)  The Brothers report that Philip showed them that falling in 
love with God and his service means supporting and accompanying the poor and             
marginalized. Philip’s French was impeccable. Gifted with linguistic ability, Philip taught 
himself Swahili. As a result of Philip’s example, the Brothers would welcome the poor, 
especially the handicapped, to the scholasticate. The Brothers also saw his great               
compassion as he helped many young people with their studies.  “Philip loved being in 
the Congo and cried the eve before he left. He left with the Congo in his heart.” 
The Xavier High School Community gave Philip new life. Their welcome and acceptance 
of Philip were life-giving for him.  His friends and colleagues at Xavier will have lasting 
memories of Philip’s daily 3:45 Teatime. Being a Royalist due to his love of Queen               
Elizabeth II, his tongue in cheek suggestion that perhaps the USA would have been better 
off remaining in the UK. Philip’s humorous expressions were also memorable; when   
talking of students; “He’s a bit dim.” or, “Every goose is a swan to its mother.” 
Philip had many gifts. Clear thinker, articulate, compassionate, humorous, and empath-
ic.  Philip’s greatest gift was his ability to be present to whomever he encountered. His 
last two years provides a wonderful life lesson. He openly shared about his cancer with 
his friends and colleagues in Middletown. He showed all around him how to accept God’s 
will. He shared with a colleague that “I’ve lived a good life, one without regret.” Philip’s 
last months of life were spent with the community at Xaverian House in Danvers.  There 
Philip, despite his deteriorating condition, did all he could to remain a contributing             
member of the community.  In turn, the members of the community and staff, especially 
nurse Robin Rowell and all the medical professionals who attended to Philip, returned the 
care he had bestowed on so many in his life. 
With so many around the world – in England, Congo, and Connecticut, we thank God for 
the gift of Brother Philip Revell to all of us.  May he rest in God’s loving peace.           
Prepared by Brother Edward Driscoll 

Philip Revell cfx......continued 

Phil was a friend of Clapham Old Xaverians and shared a platform with our Chairman at 

a Mayfield Old Boys event. He was the President of the Old Xaverians, being the last    

living Xaverian brother in England; he migrated to the USA for his later years. He said he 

used to love driving across Clapham Common past the College. +++ RIP +++ Phil. 
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We know “St Gerard’s Boys” are in the Association-please write, any stories or articles 

St Gerard's Roman Catholic School, No.63   Clapham 

Common South Side. The school was originally built 

as Clapham High School for Girls and briefly after that 

renamed as St Mary's South Side School. 

 

[School Motto] fac·ta, non ver·ba Acts, not words:      
“Actions speak louder than words” 
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AK my Number One 

“Correspondent” 

Letters from Brian White and more info from [AK] Keating  
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After more than a decade of coming close, John Flynn has finally achieved golfing            
immortality by winning the COXA Stan Miller Stapleford Trophy. 

Played in excellent conditions, with temperatures reaching 28°C and only a light breeze to    con-
tend with, John produced a superb score of 41 Stableford points off a handicap of 18. His victory is 
particularly well deserved given his remarkable consistency over the years. During the last 12 
years of this competition, John has averaged 36 points, a record surpassed only by                      
Mick McLoughlin, whose average stands at an impressive 37 points. Persistence, it seems, does 
eventually pay off. Mick O’Sullivan also enjoyed an outstanding day, claiming the Eamon     
Taggart Memorial Trophy for Nearest the Pin and finishing runner-up in the Stableford          
competition. Not a bad  return for a day’s golf. 

In the Guest Competition, Conor Keable played some excellent golf to secure victory with an 
impressive 44 Stableford points off a handicap of 16. The Guest Nearest the Pin competition was 
won by David Hackshaw, who distinguished himself by being the only player to find the green—a 
strategy that proved highly effective. 

The Team Competition was won by Mick McLoughlin, Tom Judge, James Bairstowe and 
John Flynn, rounding off an excellent day for the eventual individual champion. 

The day did not begin quite as smoothly as planned, with significant delays on the M25 affecting 
arrival times, pre-round routines and, in some cases, stress levels. Fortunately, once everyone 
reached the course, the traffic frustrations were quickly forgotten, and all participants enjoyed a 
memorable day of golf and good company. 

We are pleased to confirm that next year’s event has already been booked and will take place on 
Friday, 18 June 2027. Finally, my sincere thanks to Mick Powell, Vic Roszkowski and Frank 

Barretta for their assistance throughout the day. Your support is greatly appreciated. Aidan 

Stapleford 44 Conor Keable (G) 41 John Flynn 40 Mick O’Sullivan 39 Mick McLoughlin 37 
Eamonn Kearns 35 Sarah North 34 Paul Smith 33 Tom Proxa, Louie Keable (G) 32 David 
Nathan, Del Rowlands (G) 31 Tom Judge, Andy McDonald, Dominic Taggart, Lloyd Cole 
(G) 30 James Bairstowe (G) 26 David Hackshaw (G) Spencer McGuire (12 holes only) 18 
Micky Burke, Chris Smith 15 Frank Barretta DNF John Kateley (G) Frank Hixson 

Team Competition   89 Mick Mcloughlin, Tom Judge, James Bairstowe, John Flynn 87 Mick 
O’Sullivan, Sarah North, Chris Smith, Paul Smith 86 Dominic Taggart, Conor         Keable, 
Louie Keable 76 Frank Barretta, David Nathan, Tom Proxa, Lloyd Cole 75 Andy McDonald, 
Eamonn Kearns, Micky Burke 71 Spencer McGuire, David Hackshaw,  John Kateley,        
Del Rowland 

  

COXA Golf Day Friday 19th June 2027- Surrey Downs Golf Course 

The 2027 Battlefield Tour will be to Arras, France, staying at the Holiday Inn     
Express hotel in the town centre. 
The cost for the 4-day / 3-night trip will be £780 for a double or twin room; and £570 for a 
single. More details will follow but COXA has to pay the hotel deposit to hold our bookings. 
Money to be paid into the COXA Account.. 
HSBC Balham - Sort Code: 400107 Account No: 90232459 
Thanks, Scotty..                                                                                                                                                                  
If interested please email me on donmiamac1234@sky.com 
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If you have room in the next Concordia would you mention the recent passing of my 
cousin Pat McGowan  Pat attended St Mary’s primary school Clapham and then St 
Gerard’s in the late 60s  He lived for years in Hyperion House , Brixton where he 
was a neighbor to Mick and Paul Butler, Keith and Joe McElligott and my late broth-
er in law , Maurice Dyer  He was a lifelong Chelsea supporter  Rest in Peace   

John McGowan 

Our Chairman David Leathem noticed this sign outside a restaurant / 

bistro in Cambridge. It  advertised Beef and Fillet steak from the fa-

mous Hixson Company in Smithfield, London. Famous for the Hixson 

Brothers, Frank, Paul and Tim. And of course the “Toms”. They were 

famous butchers, but famous with the “Old  Xaverians” for hundreds 

of Clapham goals. Three centre-forwards from the same family - 

unique. 

Notice of the Annual General Meetings of the Association and Sports and Social Club on 
Thursday, 15th October at 6.30 p.m. 
  
Please visit the COXA website www.claphamoldxaverians.co.uk for an active link to the 
meetings. 
  
Zoom  on-line meeting 

Topic: COXA Annual General Meetings 

Time: Oct 15, 2026 06:30 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82836794120?pwd=9JRkcamALNa8Y0HQ3kUy584UBgs9Wk.1 

  
Meeting ID: 828 3679 4120 

Passcode: coxa 

  
The COXA Annual Mass of Remembrance 

  
Sunday 8th November 2026 at 11:00 a.m. in the College Chapel, St Francis Xavier College, 
Malwood Road, SW12 8EN 

  
Refreshments will be available in the College refectory after mass. 
  
Thanks, 
Eddie 

     2027 Chairman’s Winter  Lunch..watch this space 

Decoration/ refurbishment at the Union Jack Club 

Will go ahead in January, Venue & Date to be decided. 

 

The Union Jack Club..or maybe NOT 

        Notes from the Chairman and our Association Secretary 

http://www.claphamoldxaverians.co.uk/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82836794120?pwd=9JRkcamALNa8Y0HQ3kUy584UBgs9Wk.1
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Gentlemen  Yesterday, March 25th, was the occasion of yet another gathering, at    
Wetherspoon's, Clapham Junction, of the Class of '54. I'm delighted to be able to report 
that there were nine members present on this occasion, not bad I think when the age 
range of 82 to 86 is taken into consideration. It's also pleasant to report that                
conversation covered a wide field, not by any means restricted to reminiscence and the 
same old  stories.  Those present were Rich Clark, Tony Cleather, Tony Gilford, Peter 
Keenan, John Quirk, Phil Roderick-Jones, Ben Schwenk, Kevin Williamson and your 
correspondent. Special thanks are due to Ben Schwenk and his good wife Mary, who in 
celebrating their sixty years of marriage provided an appropriate contribution to the 
cost of our afternoon's entertainment. We also raised our glasses to pay tribute to    
John Rudd, for many years a stalwart of our group, who sadly passed away just before    
Christmas. He will be sorely missed. Inevitably we also, a year on, remembered            
Col   Garvey with continued affection. I would also like to thank all those present for 
their concern for my well-being following the loss of my dearly loved wife, Carol.          
We are all looking forward to our next meeting, scheduled for September 16th.         
Best wishes,  Peter Wills {Clapham College Class of 1954] 

 

 

Scotty, for many years now Martin Armstrong of Old        
Suttonians always invited both Colin Garvey any 
myself to attend their annual dinner and awards 
night. In  recent years at Cuddingham Golf Club in 
Banstead. It is a great event with lots of ‘bon ami’   
especially from players we frequently dueled with in 
the 1970 and 80s . Perhaps the heyday of amateur 
football and social drinking post-match. 
I was saddened to hear the from Martin of the recent 
death of Ricky Leach. He was a great guy. A tough 
and uncompromising centre back on the pitch and 
renowned for his famous withering ‘one liners’ during 
a match. Clapham always enjoyed Ricky’s company 
especially when he and fellow Old     Suttonian Jay Lloyd both got going in the bar. Ricky was 
great fun and epitomised the spirit old boys’ football.  
He was also an avid cricketer and he later became kit man for Surrey at the Oval. (Always 

keen to acknowledge and wave to old foe’s remarks from the stand with great 
grace and understanding) 
 After his playing days he moved to Norfolk and in recent years had coronary 
problems which eventually led to his death. 
  
What a great guy he was. May he rest in peace.                  Eddie O’Brien 

COXA says goodbye to Old Suttonian Ricky Leach. Below the latest from Clapham College Class ‘54 

Any news of other “Year Meetings” no matter how small [or insignificant] interest the Editor! share 
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The “Infirmary” Mayfield, the architects drawings planned a grand building - their Sanitarium 

The White House, as it became 

known, was not built to the 

extravagant ideas of the        

Architects. Who knows why 

they thought in the early 20th 

Century that a boys boarding 

school in the middle of the Kent 

countryside needed something 

that was almost hospital size. 

What were they expecting to 

happen, a 20th Century         

epidemic? They went ahead and 

built the house we see today at 

the back of the Brother’s                       

Cemetery. It is more of the size 

of a family home, when the 

College closed that’s exactly 

what it became. The building 

would have been demolished. 

Many ”snippets” of 

COXA “history” in this, 

and forthcoming         

editions of Concordia, 

will be shared with      

Xaverians. It is from        

research at the KOPAC 

Institute in Belgium. 

These are rare “hidden” 

documents that need to 

be shared rather then 

“archived” - interesting? 
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https://www.google.com/search?
sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1
030&sxsrf=ANbL-
n7yxhf-
BagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fb
s=ADc_l-
aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiK-
paEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-
SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-
vxdBqzaqYEY6Xq7Lx5TpdrBEaS6sqPoaWMXFVab9R-
BulK0Mh5y9e2Utc7xs5WSe10Fn3-
ydEp5K2ELJZOfh2OKEdM0ufw1VUZIi-GLFu6rQut35-
xcN5VECK-
DA&q=nightingale+lane+raye&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwin9c_dg
fqSAxWGdUEAHSGMBhYQtKgLegQIExAB&biw=1717&bih=9
71&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&ip=1&vld=cid:73b32415,vid:CTvTW
yvxHfY,st:0 

 

 
I’m not very technical, so I “Goggle things I don’t   

understand...in the past it would have been referred 

to Encyclopedia Brittanica. But now you can follow 

the link above to the song by “Raye” an influential 

singer who recently wrote performed and sang a 

song about our beloved Nightingale Lane. It was 

good, very good and for her efforts she was awarded 

a “Blue Plaque” on the Nightingale Pub, it was      

Clapham College boys fame - now “more so” Ed 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=11f77b5468a41098&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=ANbL-n7yxhfBagBv9R2BEtX4OJW_Lmn2yQ:1772207050329&udm=7&fbs=ADc_l-aN0CWEZBOHjofHoaMMDiKpaEWjvZ2Py1XXV8d8KvlI3jljrY5CkLlk8Dq3IvwBz-SWBLBIpU6WqoosusF5QLbxac4cJxQ7uEd-vxdBqzaq
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As part of our 100th Anniversary celebrations, we held a special reunion event 
at St. Francis Xavier College on Sat 1st August. Returning to the site of Clapham 
College was a marvelous opportunity for those who hadn’t been back to the “old 
place” for years, taking a nostalgic stroll down memory lane. A variety of                    
exhibitions from the COXA Archive were on display. The Principal and Premises  
Officers at SFX gave us full access to the College. This event took place just as this 
edition of Concordia was going “to Print”; space was not available to fully report 
on the function. If you do have photos, or stories from the day, please share with 
me, for the Christmas Concordia, thanks Scotty coxascottyeditor@hotmail.com 

Return to Clapham College – Centenary Celebration - 1st August 

Matt Benedict and Andy Brannon..a great snap [“selfie”] ..now I need a story - Scotty 

mailto:coxascottyeditor@hotmail.com
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Starsky and Hutch 
Two proper ”cowboys” 

who kept this club alive 

for two decades. Never 

forget the sacrifices 

Alan and Frank made 

over the years so “we” 

could have the luxury of 

“Norbury”. They were 

followed by Eddie...we 

owe them a real debt!! 

Let’s remember John Rudd and also the sacrifices of Alan & Frank. 



47 

COXA Visit to Jake Richins Garden on the 22nd May with Walk and Private Visit. 

The Chauffeur's Flat will be open to the general public spe-
cifically for the National Garden Scheme Charity on: 

 

Friday 8th May - 10am - 5pm 
Saturday 9th May - 10am - 5pm 
Sunday 10th May - 10am - 5pm 

Adults £5, Children Free 
Home-made Teas (Cash Only) 

WALK AND PRIVATE COXA VISIT 
# Friday 22nd May # 

This being the 100-year anniversary of COXA, Scotty recently 
asked about the possible combination of a ramble and a 

visit to Jake’s garden. Vic, Scotty and I have agreed on a cir-
cular walk from/to Godstone via Tandridge where we will 
divert to Jake’s Garden. The walk is approximately 4 miles. 
The planned date is Friday, the 22nd May, with a 10.30ish 

start, the garden visit 11.30ish to 1.30ish and completion of 
the walk at 3pm 

Chauffeur's Flat - COXA Walk & Garden Visit 2026 

 

A wonderful 

day out, great 

hosts and a 

resident poet. 

Everything we 

need  for 
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• Victoria Cross 
 
• Companion of the Dis-
tinguished Service Order 
 
• British War Medal 
 
• Victory Medal with  
Mention in Dispatches 
oak leaf Clasp 
 
• Canadian Volunteer   
Service Medal 
 
• War Medal 1939-1945 
 
• King George VI                       
Coronation Medal 
 
• Queen Elizabeth II                
Coronation Medal 
 
  Chevaliers de la Légion 

d'honneur  

Rowland Bourke and his medals - led by that Victoria Cross 

Rowland, now in place on the Honours 

Board on the wall of the Union Jack 

Club alongside the  other one thousand 

Victoria Cross recipients. 


