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2. Clapper changes fro a bander production to the 21st century

Clapper

Mewsletler of the Clapham Olbd Xavenans® Associalon
March 2002
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3. Clapham College closed on the Nightingale Lanedsitee | | 004 S

5t Francis Xavier College — Our vision for the future

At the 2nd of the last cemtury, in §597, the Mavenan brothers siared educating young men oo
the gite mow occapied by St Franes Xoavier College The mession ag expounded by their
founder. was to edwcate the chaldron of mmagrant familics and all thoss oeposed o the
poverty of the inner csty. That educston prepared them to faoe the unknown challenges of
the raennets cenmury, A cenfury of incredible technologiced change slowgside unimaginahle
heman suffermg. That cducation i a Chastian esvironment ookl hive grvet thoss yoang
men freediom 1o achieve, to prosper and 1o develop maore fully &= beman beings. Many of us
seachers privileged to be able to canry om thit missios ot the staer of the rwenty e compury
awe it o the sducibam grvien bo wd, ouf parents and grandpangnts By schoals foesded m the
Chrnshan tradition. As we move nio the new milkenmium a gealiny edecation hased upon the
behel tha, we edwecate the whols the person, 15 even more imponant. Todm's young men and
wirmen living in the isser city, ofben children of femilics that have sougha safcty and shelter
im thee Linited Kmgdom. deserve the very best educabon that we can offer. In thas spamt we
cgmmines the work carried on m the esd of the Ll cenpary by the Xavensm brothers.

To cary on the work- of Theadore James Rykoen underpins aor vision for 5t Franas Xavier
College in the reenty=first cemury. To put tat inio pracnoe demands an ethos that, bemuse it
s Chnstian ssd snved 1o GAB] our poténhal &5 humes beings, will accep moching bur dhe begt
for the young people imour care. W'e enthesiastically mke on the sechnologral ad
wniellecrand challenges presemied by the need 1o (@surc we have a laghly skallcd and flexshle
workforce. However, it is past as imponast that these voung people com pur theie
achievements in o momal and spirstual coseext  That is why religious edocatson is at the hean
ol our core curmeudum. |1 we hive les aything from the hloodsked of the tenticth
dampary i must be tha insreased prosperiny and sciennfic advance doss nod necessarily bring
moral order. Indeed the continued suffermg in war and poverty ol milbdms of peogle
demonsomies more than ever that education must address the wmate challenge of ensurng
thess voung people possess the gifls of Eurh, hope md love

Ag we giar the next century | 522 5t Fraeecis Xovier College ns o community wocking in an
environment Chat 13 ol the leading edye of educational resourcing  We will comtinise to expand
and develop our site in femms, not ondy of providieg sopert educaban, recreatan and sports
[acilies, bet alsn increasang necess for desabded spadewis. We will expand our work in the
evenings, weekends and vacations t ofler (s mie sdult education and leisere scovicies. Our
highly seccessfis] nursery, holiday play-schermse and sgort an the comminsty will Nounish aad
brmg the mission of SFX w0 el mes

[r is fimng that 51 Francis Xavier is our patron, in the sixtoesth centusy he ravellad great

disr e with the meessage of the gnspel. While spreading the good news he ecmbraced
diverse culfures insisemy on eamiig the langeage of the countries he vigised At the end of
the |ast cemtury the Xaverian brathers travelled throughowt Briteim aod abrosd beinging
educaban io the iancr cigs.  As we begin an age where dee global economry, the [slemet and
world modia makes distance seem imelevant the chalbenge docs nof invelve phvsical tavel
i 1o ensure that, if we are o live in a work] & peice wath values thar respect the nghis of
mdividils, 1 & mnoour minds and heans tat we must travel.  As we prepire Gul young people
o becoene cimeens of the raenty flest ﬂ:tnrur_l.lwemu:l howpe, pray and believe that their
childhren and grasdchildrem at the end of the cenpary will recognese the valee of the education
provided by 56 Framcis Xawser Colloge af the beginnasg of the mew willenntgm,

Jafmary LIH- Rernie Bartand



4. Some information on SFX & a snippet on COXA links

Why a Catholic Education?

From the foreword of Christ at the Centre, 2012,

“At the Baptism of their children, parents promise to bring
them up in the practice of the faith by loving God and their
neighbour. The Church assists them in fulfilling this solemn
commitment in two ways, by providing catechesis in our
parishes and by establishing Catholic schools.”

The key word here is ‘practice’ of the faith.

®

Colleagues of all faiths and none are welcome and
able to assist the mission of the College
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5. SFX -invited COXA to the Colleg&ddie wrote this for Clappger

Thas is a fairly comprehensive extract from & letter semt by the Chairman as & conthbution o the
SFX 6" Form Colbege, Millennium Magazine.
If they can do it then sa should we!

The imvitation fior the Clapham Ofd Xaverians’ Association o make & conribution to

the College's Millennium magazine is certainly not 2n opportunity o be mmsed

In composiag such an article ome (ooks at the reason why such an association as ours

Was formed, what it has achpeved throogh links and contacts in the past and where it stnnds for the
challenge of the third Millennium.

The Assocuawon besng formed in 1927 came into existence with the suppont and
encoursgement of the then head of the College Brother Bernading C.F X asa link o
write bodh old boys  and present studemts. "The actiaties of the school and of t's
members, past and present, will naturally appeal to all who have come under the care
of the Brothers™. Shortly after the Association was Foemmed the Xavenan Brothers
acqursd "Hollywoad® in Mightingale Lame and the Chd Boys' played their role in the
financing and fand raising io brdge the mew 10 000 debt

Times have chamged.  Although par lmk wath Clapham College has singe been broken due to the
reprgamisation of cathlic education m the Archdincese of Southwark imthe 1980Ys the Association
maintains a strong affimity with 5t Francis Mawer College.

[1 ig imberesng 10 mobe 1hat the only master remanang at the Colbege who tawghe both

at Clapham Colk=ge and 5FX is Graham Hisdson {who also distinguashed himsz2If in

both football amd coscket for the Odd Boys')

The Asssciation'’s foothall section has sporsored and provided a compiete foothall kit
{im the Associafion colowrs) o the Collegs team, we provide whenever we ame able
referees 1o officiate in motches, organse annual football and cricket matches with
seaff and shademts.

The Poncipal Bermie Borland, assists the Association in its actrahes by supporting
our functions, making the College premises avadable for our social achvities and our
ancual mass of remembranse.

It would be my hope for the new Millennium that the Associztion could engender 2

much closer link with the College. The Old Boys' has in the past offered work place

experience and career guidance to siedemis. Our Association provides excellent facilivies and
opportanies for students and staff w preserve and maimtain friendships and o prosade spoming and
social opportunstes from our hase in County Road MNorbuary.

It is my Bope that whasever the fistune bolds for the College, the Association can actively support it
and play a role in paninership

Eddie O'Brien



6 . Early Chairmanods

The Clapham Old Xaverians' Chairman’s Lunch

Friday 28" January 2005
12:00pm - 5:00pm
The Brewery, Chiswell Street, London EC1

FREE Pre-Lunch Bar

3 Course Lunch in the King George Suite
Plus Cheese board, tea/coffee, petit fours
Plus Guest Speaker

Please keep the date free in your diary.
Cost per ticket kept to £35.00

Contacts: Mick Power, 9 Cheviot Close, Sutton, Surrey SM2 5SB
(phone 020 8642 6959)

Eddie O'Brien, 12 Montrose Gardens, Sutton, Surrey SM1 3BZ
(phone 020 8644 1803, email eddieobrien@tesco.net)

LuncheEe




Chairman's Lunch J002, (A& Personal View)
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8. At all these events it always seems to be the same faces
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11. We do still do the odd poetnye really do..

Pater Comnish Cermnuschi 1928 -2005

It is with great sadness that we have recently heard of the death of Peter, who
was a great supporter of, and contributor to, the life of the Association. Our
sympathies to his brother Joe and all of his family, | hope to have an obituary
to Peter in our next edition.

On a personal note, some time ago Peter sent me ane of his poems for
inclusion in Clapper, which | always kept back for when | was short of copy.
As rf:y personal fribute to Peter, here is his poam, which was re produced at
his funeral;

City Lights

Sleek curves moving like an animal
Through the jungle of the indignant capital
Mot pure, yal sure, furs, curses. Purses
All ready and malleable

Lights that blare and some that stare
Cadillacs and cannibals

Bumt tyres, exhaust fumes, horns

Corns, making a crazy race to the hospitals

Faster yet still slower, ravelling like

A boomerang, always yeaming, but never learning
Making for races, or covering up the traces

Of what they should be earning

Cigar butts, falling into ruts, ever rushing
Into & crazy inner circle

Slinking across dustbin lids

Into a night angry and purple

N—

Eagled eyed Colin Garvey spotted an advertisement for luxury houses and apartments at Mayfield
Grange. Wirth rwo bedroom apartments stating at £499, 950, this development may appeal ro old

boys who attended Cecil Pocock's school camps here in the 19505 and 1960s!




12 . June 2004 Mick Power writes to Clapper

Clapham Revisited 19"

15 attendeas met up this year o relive past glories, An excellent day it proved
and the Association is indebted to Mark Preece, our resident Old Boy, for
opening up the school, guiding us around and making us so welcome,

For the first time at an Association event, Henr Laghi provided a magnificent
buffet — why oh why have we not used his talent before? (Henri can be
contacted on 07973393272)

Another first for Henri was his son being a founder pupil in the newly
established preparatory school operating out of the former Sixth Form basa.

No Association event takes place without liquid refreshments and our thanks
go fo regular contributors, Paul Davies (Youngs) and Paul Williams (Fullers). |
understand that Paul Davies has been so successful in pulting Youngs onto
the Supermarket shelves that he has been head hunted and now rumoured to
be repackaging Red Barrel.

Those present included:

Brian Campbell 56-63

Joseph Cemuschi 36-40

Martin and Kevin Farrell mid 60s
Peter Hurst 55-60

John Keen 41-47

Dave Leathem 67-72

Peter Serafinowicz 54-58

Brian Whita 40-46

Chris McFadden

Glyn Morris and Dorothy Robinshaw represented the teachars, both at the
College in the 70s and 80s.

Date for your diary, next year's event will take place on 25™ June.

Mick Power

20%vol. Cla 75cl,
Produced & Boitled by Churchill Graham Lda, Oporto




13. 2004 Br Bernard writes from Danvers, USA

Brother Bemard Philpott
Xaverian House
50 Spring Sireet
Danvers MA 011923
Tel. ¥T8-74-6898 Ext. 122
E-Mail bermnardefx iz vahoo.com

1® June 2004
Deear Eddie,

I have just Ainished reading the Spring 2004 issue of Clapper. It brings back happy
memones of my days at Clapham College: in residence there as a student studyving at
81, Marys College, Strawberry Hill from 1953 to 1956 and then teaching at the
College from January 1957 to July 1962, In those days | was known as Brother
Sylvester (Mo jokes please about Tweety Pie and Sylvester the Cat!).

In return for “Clapper™, 1 am sending you a copy of last Sunday®s lead review in the
Book Review section of Mew York Times. (If vou would like a copy please contact
the editor) It is a long review of a book by Tony Hendra “Father Joe, the man who
zaved my soul”. As some of vour older members may know, the Father Joe referred to
is Fr. Joseph Warrilow OSB, Benedictine monk of Quarr Abbey on the Isle of Wight
and old boy of Clapham College. As one who got to know him quite well in the 1980s
amnd 19905 when assistant to the Brother General of the Xaverian Brothers then based
at Strawberry Hill, | can vouch for his love of his old school and of the Brothers and
other teachers who taught him. [ used to go to him for guidance and can assure you
that the gifi of compassionate listening described by Tony Hendra was what |
cxperienced too, He died in 1998 or 1999, Joseph Warrilow must have left Clapham
College in the mid to kate 30s.

I shall write at greater length about what 1 am doing now, about the Xaverian Brothers
and their schools in the USA and elsewhere and aboui my memories of Clapham
College as soon as | have the time to get my thoughts together,

Meanwhile you are all in my thoughis and prayers.

Remember me to all who remember me,

Sincerely

Br Bernard
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‘ 14. COXA Cricket half a century of fun, Tours and success\

Coxa cricket 2013

Tosay that it has been a tough seasan for the dub is the only way to put it. At the fime of writing we are in a relegation batile
with the outcome in owr hands anly, having towin 2 of our last 3 of games to earn owr place to play another seasan in the
mighty Premier Devision of the Surrey Cricket Leaguee.

Things werne always goirg to be hard far new skipper Steve as the seaxson started at an all-tme |ow having (ost 8 key players
from last year and alse hawing a bad turn out to pre-season nets. Too many games this season were we left sbruggling to get
eleven players which is a shame for a dub of cur history. Steve i to be praised for hés persistence in trying to get new names to
the club and we hiaee ended the season with 11 consistent team players. Sadly, many of the club’s old boys falled to make
themsehaes avallable to sbrengthen a weaker side whien callsd upon with the exception of Matt Benedict, Ray Clarke, James

Dear Feliow Ohd Kaverians

gince I last wrote the Cricket season has oome and gane and we are naw hall
mmmmmmM—unmdmmr. %

Al the recent AGM Eddie (1Brien resigned as Chairman, as hig nad threatened
mhufwmmlnhum-&m Brendan Williams as his

While we should be pleased to welcome Brendan 25 our
mhmlmﬂlhmu'ank&lﬂ.mmbﬁlﬂiwmemmﬂm
has hed our Association.
Ecidi has reot only fullilied the rale af Chairman, akterding nearty all of our
ﬁ:n:ﬂﬁ.tﬁﬂﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂttﬂlni‘tmﬂuﬂnﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ:m of Mick
Perwer ina our Chairman's Lunch, which has gone from strength to
strength but has also been fidure gecretary af the Football Section ensurng
wtuwmmmﬂlnﬂhmnhhﬁmmmddtrﬂ

which we can be proud, -
mthrﬂuﬂmﬂfpﬂmhﬂmhfﬂﬂﬂmw [ KIy3ads 2% [ KIAN
m;:dﬁmamﬁamwiﬂ“mmm‘mmmm“ NEBYRIY 2kt A
wwfﬂmmwm' Mw“mwh o o . ~
W can look forward to Brendan's strategic thinking LIA Ol a dzLJ pKS
ﬂtmﬁrl 5 A e a4
I OSHKk ldagt f S U
progosed (as Memnbership Secretary) an opportunity for cur . o S
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