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Second World War more heroes at the Co Ie|ge
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3. Pet er Keen, Johnos

Dear Scotty, You may have made a request that will result in a deluge of reminiscence, so I will try to be as brief as possible. My brothes
Roy (1947-52) and I were never officially evacuated and spent from 1939 to early 44 between London and relatives and friends in Wilishire. ~ We started
attending the ad hoc rump of St Georges Cathedral school before the main body of the children evacuated to Bradford Abbas in Devon returned in early 194
T must have taken "1 1 plus" or "scholarship” examinations in both Wiltshire and London as in addition to a Grammar school offer in London I was also offere;
Place at the Bishops Grammar school in Salisbury. My parents opted for the Xaverian brothers where my older cousin John A Keen was already a pupil a
my lifglong friends Bernard Scammel and the late Gerald Lee were among a large contingent of St Georges boys who started in September of 1945. Ge
and ny main war memory was of one of the very last V1 bombers to reach South London.  We were making our way fiom my home just of the K enningtor
Rd to his in Lambeth Walk when the Alert sounded. By this time of'the war it usually meant a false alarm but as we actually heard the V1 we were called intg
the deep entrance of an HGV depot and not long after heard and felt the explosion. After the all clear we ran back to reassure my Mother and then went to
the same for Mrs Lee. The V1 had struck the yard where most of the market stalls for the Lambeth Walk street market were stored, between the Walk an
Lambeth Rd. An area akready laid waste by earlier bombing,

We shared a more fragic incident, a friend and classmate of ours who walked home with us daily was killed when a V2 struck the victorian mansion flats
opposite the bombed wreckage of the Lambeth Baths. Had he lived he was destined for Clapham College too.

As someone who took a degree in history in later life with a special interest in London and the Blitz | have researched and talked to many of my parents and
grandparents friends collecting their reminiscences of South London in the war with particular emphasis on our Cathedral but none actually relate to any schoc
other|than The Cathedral

Hope this might be of some nterest.  Regards Peter Keen. & /
\
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4. Evacuee James Robinson Clapham College 1%&4l story
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5. Return to Clapham 1947 College looking resplende




6. New History teacher arrives Education as we knew it at Clapham changes 194

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

GENERAL SCHOOL EXAMINATION

SCHOOL CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that CECIL ALEXIS POCOCK

born.... 2. July. L2328, .. a pupil at.. Chiawiek. County. Sehool for Bovs .
was awarded the School Certificate of the University of London in Midsummer, 194 3, having
satisfied the Examiners in the Examination as a whole and having attained in the following

nine subjects the standards shown:—

Enzlish Credit
English Literature Very Good
Geography Credit
English Economic History Very Good
Freneh, written Credit
German, written Pass
Elementary lLiathematies Credit
Physies Pass
Elesments of Music Credit

(The highest standard of award in individual subjects is * Very Good.")
Stgned on behalf of the University of London,

_-—'—'_'—.-——-—-t
Secretary for School Examinations.
The Board of Education accept the Examination as reaching the approved standard.

Signed on behalf of the Board of Education,

—

e
Principal Assistant Secretary.




7.

A O0selectiono of the exchange of

From

The Secretary, Clapham College, London, S.W.4.

September 11lth, 1240

Dear Brother Alphonse,

The enclosed arrived from Alexius this morning and I though it was
meant for me,

The storage of the furniture was completed this morning - it is
all in the Brothers' Refectory. I have writtﬁn to the Borough Treasurer
and asked for a visit from the Council's Assespr.

Incidently it will be impossible to get any of the furniture out
of the storage as it has been professionally packed, actually a work of
art.

I think that you had better pay the £51-3-10 for Rates by return -
I have not given the cheyues which you left to the tradesmen and could
hold them over for awhile which would help vou.

Our nights are more than lively - at ten to two this morning I
thought that the end had come. A very large bomb fell in Eldridge Road -
this building shook and Hollywood just danced - I waited for a crash of
glass but none came. Not a pane on the eatate was even cracked. 3t.
Joseph i3z doing well for us. The mobile A.A. gun parked itseclf just
out in the road last night and the row was just terrific. You will
understand that I am not feeling very energetic at the moment.

Aan.
o

*

——

The Provincial has not turned up as yet.

" 4
&*Pt 10 l?a'-ﬂ. Tuesday Evening

N~

London, S.W.4.

Dear Brother Alphonse,

The enclosed arrived this morning.
Well, I am still alive, C.C. has not shifted yet but
we are having Hell's Bells with the lid off. 7You and your
confreres are missing SOMETHING!
Father Daly had a bomb just behind hia flat yesterday
but he and the rest of the folks in the flats escaped unharmed.
I have fixed up a well protected bed downstairs and managed
to get some sleep last night.
The furniture shifting is all but complete in spite of

Nightingale Lane,

Clapham College,

—— the syrens. The last warning caught me in the bath which
e Y

to say the least was awkward.
I have diacovered that the army has two of our pianos
and I am having them shifted to-morrow morning.

%, Mind that you all pray for the good estate of
LY -..% your caretaker

e Yours sincerely

: » A n

vd
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8. Getting to théciogogoées®dbdof

= September 13th, 1940

Dear Brother Alphonse,

First and most important: Have you orderfg'lb of Players Gold
Leave from K. & T. ifnot, will you please do so at your earliest con-
venience? My nerves must be soothed,

I have been in touch with Mr Davies and he agrees that I can manage
any outstanding points with the R.A.F, here., I have just found the
Administrative Officer most helpful,

In this connection, please let me have by return the receipts for
any Water Rates paid since last August and then I shall be able to get
a Substantial rebate., In the future the R.A.F. will meet all Water
Charges except that for the garden.

I upderstand that they are meeting all their own Electricity and
Gas charges. Owing to the severity of the recent raids the 0.C. has
accepted my offer to allow the men off duty to sleep down in our
basement at night - they will in consequence pa’i the lighting bill for

no. 11.
What has been done with regard to Fire Insurance? I do not mean

fire due to enemy action, that is another matter. Please let me know
whether or not the matter is in order giving me the address of our
Fire Insurance Firm.  The Company should certainly be informed that
the furniture is stored in ohe Y9om.

r'd
.féaat night I am please to say that I slept right through the night
A in spite of the most infernal din. We had an organ accombniment

on the guns during Mass this morning. 4
As the result of further raids dear old Mrs Mason arrived here at
2-30 this afternoon.
I have opened the basement as an unoffical shelter during the day -
the guns follow the warning so quickly at times that folk do not know
where to run. In spite of it all there is a deal to laugh at.
The Common has received a deal attention from the enemy but fortunately
well away from us. I fully expect to be turned out one of these times
on account of time bombs <~ in which case I am going over to Father
Daly's place and if he is turned out he comes here. There was a
scare here this morning when one of the men reported a suspicious
hole in the grounds but it turned out to be one of Mr Corbridge's
gardening efforts!

Greetings

_—
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L™ Clapham College
““‘i:‘\:gﬁ\%“ P g )
At et : N
“#4\%‘:\“:;\& 11, Nightingale Lane,
o Clapham Common, S W.4

September 16th, 1340

Dear Brother Alphonse,

The enclosed came on Saturday. I have received nothing from you
since the registered letter,

I fear that some of our correspondence disappeared when the local
gsorting office was hit by an air torpedo. Nothing has been seen of
the premises since. _

At the moment we are without gas. The army is cooking in our
kitchen.

Last night was just awfful. The damage around is very extensive.
Yesterday afternoon,no trams,no tube, and many parts no water, what
a life,

Mr Woodroffs Road has been rendered unihabitable, most of the
hougses are down and the rest unsafe. The people escaped unhurt.

I am sheltering him and his family here for the time being.

More and more guns are arriving and you will have a good collection
of cracked windows before it is all over. And we shall have to be
very thankful if the damage stops with cracked windows. The enemy
seems to have taken a thorough dislike to our village.

The second raid sinee breakfast is on at the moment but our guns
are silent so far.

HAVE YOU ORDERED MY TOBACCO?

The nuns next door are having a great time. All the old ladies
insist on Dressing up with hats on ready for immediate departure,
and day and night at that, I gave the nuns some coal yesterday to
help them do a bit of cooking and they have just sent round for more.

The All clear has just gone and it is raining hard - a real Black
Monday.

Corbridge reports that a piece of shrapnel has found its way
through one of the Lab skylights he has gone off to repair the damage
a8 far as posagible.

5 You chaps are missing something. I am keeping some pieces for you,
Well, cheerio and pray for the Clapham Community 4

which is behaving itself very well SPE# ‘;/}
Yours sincerely jv/‘:»’%;;j‘

A s



10. Alphonse writes again




