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1. 125 Years of Clapham College

‘ The 1990s- last days of the I\/IiIIenniunI
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1989 July - Final closure of Clapham College
1993 April -5t Francis Xavier becomes part of further education sector
1994 Apnl - Mr. B Borland, Principal of St. Francis Xavier

1995 St Francis Xavier College celebrates its tenth anniversary
2000 St Francis Xavier College celebrates record results and an autumn enrolment of




2. 1997 Centenary Mass at SFX marking 100 years of Clapham Xaverian:

CLAPHAM XAVERIANS
1897-1997

Concordia reg parbae crescunt

CENTENARY MASS OF THANKSGIVING

Friday, September 26th 1997

CENTENARY DINNER
Saturday, September 27th 1997
al
ST. FRANCIS NAVIER COLLEGE
MAILWOOD ROAD, LONDON SW12




3 1998 Invitation to the Centenary Buffe
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The Clapham Old Xaverians’ Association

54, Erskine Road,
Sutton,
Surrey,

\ SMI 3BQ
e Tel: 0181 644 1803

E % 20™. July 1998

Dear Member,

Those of you who were present at the buffet following the Centenary Mass of
Thanksgiving last September will know what an unforgettable occasion it was. Those
of you who were not there don't know what you missed. -

Whichever group you are in, you now have the chance either to repeat the experience
or to find out what the fuss was about. We are having another buffet, to become, we
hope, an annual occasion, in the dining hall of the St. Francis Xavier College,
Malwood Road, on Saturday, October 3™, starting at 8 p.m.

Same caterer as last year, same magnificent buffet- Dressed Salmon, Marinated Crab
Claws with Coriander and Chilli, New Zealand Mussels, Mediterranean Prawns,
Dressed Honey Roast Lamb, Vegetarian Dishes and a selection of Salads. To finish,
Chocolate Profiteroles, a selection of Gateaux, Cheese and Biscuits and a!l the beer
and wine you can drink plus superb company for just £15 per head.

Needless to say, wives and girl friends are very welcome and why not bring along
some of your old school mates, especially if they could not make it last year! :

To book, please fill in the tear-off slip below and return it with your remittance to
Brian Sanders who is organising the event.

Hurry - we expect this function to be very popular.

Yours sincerely, 4
/(Z(?o@ 0 ﬂ/v U

Eddie O'Brien,
Chairman

Please complete booking form below

To: B. Sanders. 19 Limesford Rd. London, SE15 3 BX

I wWish tO TeSeIVe ... ovevoe e place(s) at the COXA Buffet at the St. Francis Xavier
College on Oct. 3.

I enclose a cheque,(payable to COXA).

Name:

Name of Guests:

Signed: Date:




4. The Mass of Celebration for 100 years of Xaverians on the Nightingale Lane] si

CLAPHAM XAVERIANS
MASS OF THANKSGIVING 1897-1997

CONCELEBRATED BY

The Rev. Fr. Michael Chandler, OFM Cap.

The Very Rev. John Condon, OFM Cap.

Concordia res parvae cresount

The Rev. Fr. Michael Creech, CSsR.

The Rev. Fr. Terence Creech, CSsR.

The Rev. Fr. James Cronin, LCL, MCL.
The Rev. Fr. Patrick Houlihan, WF.

The Rt. Rev. Mgr. Cyril Canon Murtagh.
The Rev. Fr. David O'Connell.

The Very Rev. Garry Canon Pierce.

The Rev. Fr. Anthony Richins, BA, FCP

CLAPHAM OLD XAVERIANS ASSOCIATION
The Association has now been in existence for seventy years. Its aims, of necessity modified in recent years, are:

* To maintain friendly relations between Old Xaverians, the 5t. Francis Xavier Sixth Form College and the feeder
schools.

* To assist the 5t. Francis Xavier Sixth Form College in all ways possible.
* To provide facilities for sporting, social, religious and other activities.

At present the Association runs seven football and three cricket teams and has a golf section. The football and
cricket sections have annual tours at home and overseas. It plays annual football and cricket matches against the
Sixth Form College, and has its own clubhouse at 37 County Road, Norbury CR7 BHN. The Association organises a
yearly programme of social events and celebrates the Annual Mass in the chapel of the Sixth Form College every
Remembrance Sunday.
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Chairmands Lunch
In the Centenary Year
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Clapham Xaverians 1897 - 1997

Brian Sanders
19 Limesford Foad

Marheacd
Lomdiom

SE15 38X
Tel: 0171 639 4430

Colin

& Morbury Hill
Lamslan

SW16 SRT

Tek: 0181 764 0313 Tel: (NA1 &44 1803

Dyear "

A lunch bo celebrate the closure of cur Centenary Year celebrations will be held in the
Long Room at the Owal on Friday, January 30th, Lunch will be served at 1.00p.m. with the
adjaining members’ bar open from midday. The three-course meal with a half bottle of wine
person will cost £23. To make bookings please return the attached skip to me or contact any
the above-mentioned Centenary Committes members. You are invited to bring gussts,
especially former pupils of the College. All those who sttended last year's function will highly
recomamnad the lunch and early booking is advised to guarantes a place in this prestigious
sedling,

Happy new year.

B ke Ew




6. Old Boys Roll of Honour & Old Boys honoured by the RA

Clapham XNaverimug TR9T . 1997
Ocraber 1007
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7. Exhibition of Clapham Old Boys Memorabilia at SF
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Clapham Xaverians 1897 - 1997

Tel - 0171-63% 42310 19 Limesford Boasd
Munkead
Lossdon SE15 I8BX

25 Ajagust 1997
[rear Old Xaverian,

This letter is, amongst ather things, & final reminder about our Centenary
celebeations in Seprensher, the Mass of Thanksgiving 1o be celebemed in the 5t
Fruncis Xavier College chapef at 7.3 p.m. on Friday 2th and the Centemary Dinner
in the College dining hall on Sateeday 27ty at 700 p.m. for .00 p.m

Thase of you who have noi yet booked for these fanctions but would siill like
to do s0 are asked to comtact me s soon as possible. For vour information the
following priests have accepeed oar invimtion tp concelebemie the Mass - Fr. John
Cronim, Fr. Micheel Chandler, Fr. Michael Creech, Fr. Terence Creech, Fr. James

Cronim, Fr. Patrick Houlihan, Fr. Cyril Murmagh, Fr. Gary Plerce and Fr. Anthony
Eichirs.

A list of those who have already made bookings for ihe dinmer s anached. 1
wirghd ask all of these 10 contact mee agan if (a) ey wish 1o express preferences obowt
sealing sceangements and (b} of they have any special diet or vegetanan requirements.
Apair 1 would appeecsate i i this could ke doowe as s0on a5 possible.

The exhibition of phosagraphs, memoesbilia, eic,, iHustraling aspects of the
hisiory of Clapham College and Claphasn Old Xavertans Associstion will be beld ina
room in Broad Oak, the Brocher™s old house from Monday 22ed Seplember 1o
Saturday X 7the from 10,00 am. to 300 p.m. Monday io Thersday and from &40 pum.
till function time on Friday ond Saturday, | would like to take this ogportunity o
thank all those members who have made such interesting nans for the exhibtion - 11
15 5iill nod oo laie io add o what we have.

And pow 1o twa ather fomheoming events. We are proud to aanounce that Dea
Mudvihill and John Woollard hove been swarded Long Service Aowards by the
Frsatball Association in recognition of 50 vears aof service 1o foothall. The msedals will
be afficaally presented ot cur Clubbouse, Cousty Read, Morbury on Friday 31st




8. Xaverians at the 1997 Centenary Dinner




9. Xaverians celebrating the 100 Xaverian Year$




10. More Xaverians raising a glass at the Centenary Dinner




11. Fi nal set of Phot os filr om




12. Letter from John Condon

and 1990s Golfing Awards

Dear Brian,

Please excuse this very long delay in my thanking you for inviting me to
attend the various Clapham Xaverian Centenary events. It was a great
experience to get back in contact with my roots and so many people I'd
not seen for so long. Thank you for all the hard work and commitment you
and others on the various committees have shown over the years. Those of
us who have disappeared out of sight for ages have benefited by your
constancy!

| really enjoyed the two Masses | attended plus the buffet and Centenary
Dinner. The quality of catering was excellent and a credit to all your hard
work. Don’t hesitate to let me know if I can help in any way.

Y our brother,
0] '
ﬁ;r-' ", o PAS
MOST IMPROVED PLAYER HACKER OF THE DAY
1988 M.BRIEN
1989 T.PURCELL 1989 T.LONGWORTH
1990 T.LONGWORTH 1990 DAVE O'SHEA
1991 B.BENEDICT 1991 E.KEARNS
1992 E.KEARNS 1992 M.FITZGERALD
1993 M.FITZGERALD 1993 M.BURKE
1994 E.TAGGART 1994 T.O'SHEA
1995 J.McGUIRE 1995 T.O'SHEA
1996 G.GORDON 1996 T.O'SHEA
1997 K.HOWARD 1997 T.O'SHEA
1998 T.O'SHEA 1998 P.TAGGART
1999 D.LEATHEM 1999 A.GRUNMAN
2000 P.TAGGART 2000 D.LAWSON
2001 M.McLOUGHLIN 2001 M.BURKE
2002 E.KEARNS 2002 R.PRICE




13. 1994 Xaverians §p

YOL. 13 - THE SPIDER RECORD - NO. 18

VERSTS

21 ENHOUSEMUIR

SCOTTISH LEAGUE SECOND DIVISION
Saturday 5th March 1994
Kick-off 3.00pm

PROGRAMME SPONSOR
Clapham Od Xavertans

QUEEN'S PARK F.C.,, HAMPDEN PARK, GLASGOW, 41 9BA
TEL:041-8631 1175 FAK: 41-636 16112




14. 1993 COXA Tribute Dream Team

BOBBY MOORE, OBE, AT THE HOME OF SCOTTISH FOOTRALL

Dreavt Marcs Lo ve

[C.0.X.FC)

e

DAVID LEATHEM
Er

JOHN LEATHEM: C.OXF.C.
ALLY MCOCOIST: SCOTLAND




15. 0Signed Noteso from COXA Football
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16.1991-t he Ol d Fogeyds begiin

oL D FOGEYS ' CLUE
i i S e o
Of all the names — polite and not so polite - given to the group of more
senior members of the Association who meet for a drink and a chat at
Norbury, "Old Fogeys" seems to be the one that has stuck, and since none of
the aforementioned gentlemen has raised any objection to it we'll stick
with it for the time being.

Our meetings, now once every two months, instead of once a quarter,
constitute what is probably one of the more consistent features of the Cld
Boys' social calendar. Our next gathering will, of course, take place on
the occasion of the Annual Mass in the chapel of 5t Francis Xavier College
at 11.0 am on Sunday llth November, and afterwards in the club, when every
member — not just the older ones — should make an effort to attend.

Meetings in 1991 are scheduled to happen at Norbury from about 9.0 pm
on the following Friday evenings: Jan 11, Mar 8, May 10, July 12, and
Sep 13. The Annual Mass in 1991 will be on Sunday 10 November.

It would be nice to report that our club is thriving. In fact, while we
have a very regular band of stalwarts our numbers have hardly increased at
all over the last couple of years. The reliables include Don Mulvihill,
Maurice Ward, John Woollard, Nino Caraccio, the Cernuschis (all three of
them), Harry Mellor, Del Cooper, Derek Rowe, Colin Garvey, Dave Slattery,
Ted Newman, and Brian Sanders. Other visitors have included Denis Quin,
John Noulton, Peter Brown, Doug Hadida, and Fudolph Massara.

We do put a very liberal interpretation on the word "old"; on one occaslon,
John Moulton brought his sons, and apart from lowering the average age
somewhat they seemed to enjoy themselves. BSo, if you feel like an
inexpensive night out, wallowing in nostalgia washed down with generous
amounts of your favourite tipple (we now even lay on bar snacks as well),
why not make a note of the above dates as soon as you get your 1331 diary
and joln us?

Brian Sanders

Notice is herewith given that the

C.O.XA
G

M

Will be held on Wednesday 17" November, commencing at 8:00pm at
Norbury Club House
Followed by the C.0.X.A.Sports and Social AGM.




17. Br Ambrose writes on Br, Stephen RIP
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- football teams
— cricket teams
- clubhouse

- - bar and social events.
" (The clubhiouse & bar available for fire)




18. The Chairmanos Rer

Chairman’s Report
C.O.X A. A.G.M. November 1997

Those of you who, like me, were blessed with the advantage of a
classical education, will understand when I say that this year’s
annual report is of a valedictory nature. (The rest of you will
have to look it up when you get home!). While an annual report
is, by definition, concerned with what has happened in the last
12 months, I cannot resist the temptation to look back, briefly,
over the period during which it has been my privilege to be
chairman of this Association, and to record, with a mixture of
regret and relief, now that that period is drawing to a close, my
impressions of the way the Association has functioned during
that time. Inevitably, I find myself returning yet again to two
themes which have dominated my reports in recent years. The
first is of immense gratitude, which I express on behalf of the
whole Association, to those members whose untiring efforts,
week in week out, month after month - in many cases, year after
year - have insured that our Association has not merely
continued to function but has indeed prospered during what
might have been a very difficult period in its history. The
second theme, which has to be considered along side the first, is
the worrying lack of new faces in positions of responsibility in
the Association and particularly on thr main committee, with
one or two exceptions. As I am giving this report, there exists
already or will shortly exist five major vacancies on the
committee. Talk of “crisis” is perhaps a little pessimistic,
especially when we have seen most of such vacancies filled and
very ably filled, in the 70 years that this Association has existed.
I hope and trust that among those of you listening to or reading
these words, there will be some who feel willing and able to
serve their Association in a very practical way.

I must, however, end this, my last report, on a positive note and
this year in particular, it is so easy for me to do so. A year ago
I looked forward to our Centenary celebrations. I could never




19. Brian Sanders compl et e

have hoped or dreamed that they would have gone so well.
Over 100 people attended our Mass of Thanksgiving,
concelebrated by 10 Old Xaverian priests, and 200 sat down at
the dinner. The superb catering, the wonderful atmosphere, the
witty and thought-provoking speeches and the beautiful booklet
all insured that the weekend of September 26™ and 27" 1997
will never be forgotten by those who were privileged to attend.
But much has happened on other occasions throughout the year.
Our inaugural lunch at the Oval was an enormous success and I
have no doubt that the similar event planned to bring our
Centenary celebrations to a close will be no different. Other
functions such as the Quiz Night and the vets’ football match,
planned in the context of the Centenary, were much enjoyed and
could well become annual events. Our roll of honour plaque is
now in a prominent position in the College Chapel. Perhaps
most significant of all, as far as the future of our Association is
concerned, annual football and cricket matches between
C.O.X.A. and the St. Francis Xavier College are now firmly
established. Indeed relations between us and S.F.X. have never
been better and we are hoping to build on this to raise our
profile in the other feeder schools.

All in all a truly memorable year and another vote of thanks is
due, 1 feel, to the members of the Centenary working party who
did so much to make the year a success. My final hope is that
we continue to build on this success and establish an
Association that will flourish for many years to come.

[ move the adoption of my report.

6»@ 8 audon
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SUMMARY OF CECIL POCOGCK'S SPEECH AT THE OX's DINHER : SEPTEMBER 27th.

Cecil Pocock, in his speech, began by thanking Brian Sanders, Mick Power
and their committee for the wonderful work they had done in arranging
the Centenary celebyrations.

e had been asked to propose a toast but the guestion arose - to what?
Clapham College no longer existed : the Brothers hadrnot been involved
with the College for over 20 years : and the 0Xs certainly had not been
around 100 years age' So he intended simply to invite those present to
raise their glasses in thanksgiving for the College which they all had
loved.

Clapham College had never pregtended to be the greatest schoocl in South
London. Its exam results had only been avewrsge : it had not sent large
numbers to Oxbridge : its facilities had been, frankly, sub-standard: its
list of famsus 01d Boys, despite a couple of Bishops and a couple of MPs,
was not exceptional: it probably wouldn't have fared particularly well in
any Ofsted appraisal. But it has been a genuinely unigue school and
its uniqueness lay inthe remarkable atmosphere of mutual respect and
cooperation which existed between students ahd staff and the humanity
which characterised these relations. That was why so few students

had left the school with chips on their shoulders and why even the
tbaddies! were well represented here tonight!

He instanced Brother Joseph frying sausages for the Prefects' Christmas
Party surrounded by bottles of brown and pale ale and Brother Peter
allowing a member of staff #ime off to perform public duties way above
Hhe officially permitted 26 half-days of paid absence.

It had been fun to be at Clapham. He recalled various school events -
sports at Tooting Bec, Motspur Park and Norbury, the Carol Service,

the Ist. and 2nd. Year Christmas Parties, the BRaster trip to Paris and the
summer camps at Foxhunt Manor and Mayfield, among others,andhe gave
examples of the fun and enjoyment which had characterised all these events
Cynics might say that there was one factor common to all these activities-
alcohol - and it was certainly true that most of them had ended up in

the George, the Windmill or the Nightingale. But this itself simply
{1lustrated the excellent atmosphere which permeated the College, an
atmosphere fully encouraged by the Brothers. That was why tonight 200
OXs from -¥ - (1918 and 1921) to Philip Sanders and#aBenedict had
gathered to celebrate the Centenary.

Sadly the Brothers had to give up the College in {970 apd he had tried
¥o maintain that atmosphere, both in the ensuing 5 years of his Headship
and in the new Clapham College which came into being in 1975.

The Brpthers were the originators : the consolidstors and the standard-
beapers and those who had worked with them or bzen taught by them owed
them an immense debt of gratitude.

So, tonight, we celebrated 100 years of dedicated service to Catholic
education in South London. The spirits of the Brothers, from Bro.
Gabriel down to Bro.Peter still, he felt, permeated the College, One
day, no doubt, they would be joined by those of Maurice Gleeson,

Roger Sparks and himself!

He invited all those present to rise and say 'Thank you' to Clapham
College and =11 it had achieved.
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