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A visit to the Somme battlefields is something everybody should do at least once. 

  

Without standing on the same soil and breathing the same air, it is hard to imagine the 

impact of sites such as the Thiepval Memorial, Lochnagar Grater, Beaumont Hamel and 

Vimy Ridge. Every visit - and I've done a few - leaves me with an overwhelming feeling of 

hopelessness. These visits have brought to life the black and white pictures of soldiers leaving 

the trenches and given undeniable meaning to the veterans marching in Remembrance Day 

parades. 

  

In walking the Somme, it's impossible not to think about how you would have faced the 

constant fear of death. And as you leave for home, you want to learn more about those who 

weren't so lucky. 

  

This booklet aims to encourage you to visit The Somme and, at the same time, visit some of 

the 39 Clapham Old Xaverians who never made it home. 
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The Battle of the Somme 

More than three million men fought in the battle and 

one million men were wounded or killed, making it one 

of the deadliest battles in human history. 

... 

 1st July 1916 to the 18th November 1916 (140 days) 

 

 

 

To always Remember the 106 Old Xaverians who gave 

their lives for their country in the Great War.  

Of these, 45 died on the Somme – 39 of whom are 

commemorated in Graveyards or Memorials close to 

Arras in Northern France.  

The remaining six died from their wounds and were 

buried near Military Hospitals in the UK and the French 

coast. 
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The Battle of the Somme was one of the most significant battles of the First World War 

and was the bloodiest day in the history of the British Army 

 

The Somme 1 July 1916 - General Sir Henry Rawlinson commanded the British 4th Army. He 

had under his command 17 Divisions, including 2 Divisions from the 3rd Army – in total, 

260,000 soldiers. 

The front Line extended 14 miles from Gommercourt in the north to Maricourt in the south. 

Names like Gommercourt, Serre, Beaumont Hamel, Thiepval, Orvillers, La Boisselle, 

Fricourt, Mametz and Montauban would become part of history 

On the first day, at 7:30 am, he committed over 140,000 troops to attack enemy trenches. By 

midday, 19,240 had been killed, 35,493 wounded, and 600 captured. 

British troops were faced with German defences that had been carefully laid out over 21 

months. Despite a seven-day bombardment, in which 1.7 million shells were fired on the 

German front line before the attack, they did not achieve the quick breakthrough planned for, 

and the Somme became a deadlocked battle of attrition.  British troops would have to attack 

very often uphill, across open land and into well-established machine-gun placements 

Fifty-one Victoria Crosses were awarded, 17 posthumously 

When the battle ended by the 18th November 1916, the battlefield had become a desolate 

landscape of smashed villages, broken tree stumps, shell holes, rotting bodies, and mud. 

More than three million men fought in the battle, and one million men were wounded or 

killed, making it one of the deadliest battles in human history. 

Over the 140 days, the battle was fought, more than 200,000 British troops were to die on the 

Somme, almost 30 per cent of British deaths on the whole of the Western Front. It was not 

just the numbers of British dead that made the Somme such an emotive battlefield, but the 

make-up and character of the British units which fought there. The men who died or were 

crippled were primarily members of the volunteer citizen army, ‘Pals’ which had rallied to 

Lord Kitchener’s call soon after the outbreak of war in August 1914 

 
The Somme, like Verdun for the French, has a prominent place in British history and popular 

memory and has come to represent the loss and apparent futility of the war. But the Allied 

offensive on the Somme was a strategic necessity fought to meet the needs of an international 

alliance. British commanders learned difficult but important lessons on the Somme to 

contribute to eventual Allied victory in 1918. 
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The following 39 Clapham College Former Pupils are remembered in Graveyards or 

Memorials within a 30-minute drive of Arras.  (Map page 8) 

These sites never close and parking outside the entrance gate is always available.  

Bucquay Road Cemetery: 

Private Walter Atherton, 2nd Bn Black Watch, Royal Highlanders.  Plot 111.D.5 

Thiepval Memorial: 

Private Gerald Francis Brady, 5th Bn Dorsetshire Regiment.    Pier 7B.                                                                                                                                               

Rifleman Leonard Gloyn Brett,  Lnd Regiment Queens Westminister Rifles.    Pier 13C.                                                                                                                                                   

Lance Sergeant Harry Brewer, Kings Royal Rifle Corps.   Pier 13A                              

Lieutenant Henry Edmund Bulbeck,  20th Bn Royal Fusiliers   Pier 8C.                             

Private Bernard Anniss Davey, 9th Bn Essex Regiment.   Pier D10.               

Lance Corporal  John Rice, 8th Bn East Surrey Regiment.   Pier 6C.             

Second Lieutenant  Walter Sydney John Stevens, Loy Nth Lancashire Reg.   Pier 11A.      

Second Lieutenant  Ambrose Joseph Wilkinson. (MID) 12th Bn Midx Reg.   Pier 12D                                                        

Private Albert Patrick Palmer, 1st/20th Bn London Regiment.  Pier 13C               

Private George Edward Stevens, 2nd Bn Royal Sussex Regiment.   Pier 7C             

Second Lieutenant Dion Albert Lardner, 1st Bn.Bedford Regiment.   Pier 2C  

Cambrin Military Cemetery 

Second Lieutenant Gerald Wolston Baillon, 1st Bn The Kings Liverpool Reg.  Plot D.16.A 

Arras Memorial and Arras Flying Service Memorial 

Private Ernst James Ballard, London Regiment Irish Rifles.   Bay10.      

Flight Lieutenant Clifford Wilfred Elliott, 23 Sqdn Royal Flying Corps.   Stone No. B/2 

Gunner Francis William Jackson, Royal Garrison Artillery 135 Heavy Battery.  Bay 1           

Second Lieutenant Thomas Francis Edward Russell, 2/5th BnYork & Lancs Reg.   Bay 8          

Driver Edward Oglivie Turnbull,  The Royal Reg of Arti A Battery 110th Brigade.  Bay 1       

Rifleman Daniel John Cannan, 16th Bn. London Reg Queen Westminster Rifles  Bay 10 

St. Nicolas British Cemetery 

Private Bernard A Carroll, 12th Machine Gun Corps Infantry.  Plot 1.H.21.            

ST. Martin Calvaire British Cemetery     

Trooper Charles Barsby, 7th South Irish Horse. Household Calvery.  Plot 1.B.1 

Lapugnoy Military Cemetery 

Sergeant Clifford William Buchanan, Royal Flying Corps.  Plot 11.G.11. 

Feuchy Military Cemetry 

Private Albert Fisher,  7th Bn East Surrey.    Plot 11.A.12                

Second Lieutenant Alberic Hardy Warre, 88th Bn Machine Gun Corps (Inf).   Plot  1.C.39 
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Aix Noulette Community Cemetery,  

Corporal Harold Cecil Gardiner, Ryl Field Artillery 24th Trench Mortar Bn.   Plot 1.D.12. 

Dainville British Cemetery 

Lieutenant Alec Scot Barthorpe, London Regiment London Scottish.   Plot 1.A.14 

Cambrai Memorial Louveral   

Lance Corporal Frederick O’Donnell, 7th Bn Somerset Light Infantry.       Panel 4&5                     

Second Lieutenant Hubert Percy Bailey, 17th Bn. Welsh Regiment      Panel 7 

Gordons Dump Cem Orvillers-La Boisselle 

Second Lieutenant Louis Frederick Byrne, 24th Bn.Nothumberland Fusiliers  Plot X.S.9 

Duisans British Cemetry  

Private Frederick Broad, 193rd Coy Machine Gun Corps (Inf).   Plot IV.G.50 

Vin-en-Artoise Memorial 

Private Arthur Herbert Johnson, 7th Bn London Regiment.   Panel 10 

Connaught Cemetery Thiepval 

Second Lieutenant Albert Dagge, `B’ Battery Royal Field Artillery.   Plot XIII.D.7 

BethuneTown Cemetery 

Private Percy Liddington, 1st Bn Northamptonshire Regiment.   Plot 111.C.18 

Browns Road Cemetery, Festubert         

                                                                                                                                           

Second Lieutenant Edmund Coldiegate McLaughlin, 6th Bn City of Lnd Rfles.   Plot 1.A.6 

Gorre British & Indian Cemetery, Bethune 

Rifleman Helio Pereira, 16th Bn Rifle Brigade.   Plot 1.C.17 

Philosophe British Cemetery. Mazingarbe              

                 

Private G V Vainstein, 23rd Bn London Reg.  Plot  1.A.20 

Poziers Memorial                  

Rifleman Leonard Yates, London Reg Post Office Rifles.    Panel 87 

Couzeacourt New British Cemetery 

Captain Laurence Henry Gibbs, Military Cross 10th Bn. Lancashire Fusiliers    Plot III.D.7 

Grevillers British Cemetery                            

2dn Lieut Alan Brook Walton, Military Medal 13th Bn Kings Ryl Rifle  Plot  X111.C.9 
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Old Xaverian Memorial Sites within 30 minutes of Arras  

(Site markings are approximations) 
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Key to Site Map 

No. 

1    Bucquay Road Cemetery Ficheux. - on D919 from Arras. Grid ref N 50.2210- E2.7624  

2    Thiepval Memorial – Rue de L’Ancre,  Grid ref N 50.0526-E 2.6881   

3    Connaught Cemetery – on D73, opposite Ulster Tower. Grid ref N 50.0584-E 2.6814   

4    Poziers Memorial – close to village on D929 Grid ref N50.0337- E 2.7155 

5    Grevillers British Cemetery – Nth of village on D29  Grid ref N 50.1077-E 2.8201       

6    Arras Memorial – Bld du General de Gaulle, Grid ref N 50.2869-E 2.7607 

7    St.Nicolas British Cemetery – footpath Sth off Rue d’Enfer Grid ref N 50.3036-E2.7699 

8    St.Martin Calvaire Brit Cem - St. Martin-sur-Cojeul is a village about 8 kilometres      

south-south-east of Arras on the road Henin to Heninel, Grid ref N 50.5290- E 2.8473 

9    Lapugnoy Military Cemetery – on road Chem de Lillers  Grid ref N 50.5180-E 2.5254  

10  Feuchy Military Cemetery – on Rue de Chapelle D37  Grid ref N 50.2933-E 2.8426 

11  Aix Noulette Community Cemetery - Rue de Bully  Grid ref N 50.4305-E 2.7142      

12  Dainville British  Cemetery – on D59 Grid ref N 50.2820-E 2.7134 

13  Cambrai Memorial Louveral - on D930 Rue de Malet Grid ref N 50.1366-E 3.0155  

14  Cambrin Military Cemetery – 47 Bld Louis Lesage  Grid ref N 50.55116-E 2.740 

15  Browns Road Cemetery - Rue des Cuvellers Festubert.  Grid ref N 50.5404-E 2.7332    

16  Gorre Brit & Indian Cem – 209 Rue de Festubert  Grid ref N 50.5398-E 2.6994 

17  Duisans British Cemetery Etrun - nth of village Duisans on the D339 Grid N 50.5369-

E 2.6740             

18  Bethune Town Cemetery – in town Place du General de Gaulle  - at far end of civil 

cemetery  Grid ref N 50.5369-E 2.6423  

19  Vin-en-Artoise Memorial - 10 kilometres southeast of Arras on D939. The Memorial is 

the backdrop to the British Cemetery Grid ref N 50.2457-E 2.9498 

20  Philosophe Brit Cemetery – Rue Alexandre Dumas, Mazingarbe.    Grid ref N 50.4711-

E 2.7418 

21  Gordons Dump Cem Orvellers La- Boisselle – on D20 path across field Grid ref 

N50.0231-E 2.7050         

22  Couzeacourt New British Cem - is opposite the civil cemetery, on the D29 which is just 

within the village boundary. Grid ref N 50.046- E 3.1159 
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Of the 72 boys in this picture taken at the College in1898 - 15 were to be killed in WW1  

David Anderson, Gerald Baillon, Bernard Carroll, John Cronin, Albert Dagge, William 

Downey, Augustin Fockeu, Reginald Hughes, Arthur Johnson, Algenon Kirland, Edmund 

McLaughlin, William McLaughlin, George Stevens, Walter Stevens and Cecil Warre  

We know from school registers these boys were at the College in 1898.                                    

 It is believed that close to 400 Clapham Old Xaverians joined the Armed forces between    

1914 and 1918; of these, 106 were to die. 
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Vimy Ridge Memorial                                                                              N 50.3796  E 2.7698 

An iconic symbol of remembrance and a tribute to all Canadians who served during the First 

World War 

The Vimy Memorial overlooks the Douai Plain from the highest point of Vimy Ridge (on 

Hill 145), about eight kilometres northeast of Arras on the N17 towards Lens. After the 

war, the ridge was chosen as the memorial site to all Canadians who served their 

country in battle during the First World War and particularly to the 60,000 who gave their 

lives in France. It also bears the names of 11,000 Canadian servicemen who died in France - 

many of them in the fight for Vimy Ridge - who have no known grave. Award-winning 

Walter Seymour Allward designed the Canadian National Memorial. It took 11 years to build 

and was It was unveiled by King Edward VIII on 26 July 1936. The stone was from Croatia 

(seget limestone). It depicted -20 human figures - the breaking of the sword, the defeat of 

militarism and desire for peace - one standing and three crouching figures representing 

Canada's sympathy for the weak and oppressed. - the twin towers symbolise unity and 

sacrifice of both countries - other statues represent the mourning of the dead. 

The site is set on 250 acres and has mainly been reforested to prevent erosion, but the ground 

is still pockmarked with shell-holes and mine-graters, testimony to the intensity of the 

fighting that took place. You can walk to the Grange crater and through some of the forward 

trenches (80 yards from the German front line) and outpost positions, preserved with concrete 

sandbags.  The tunnels were built to provide shelter for the troops as they joined the front line 

– these can be visited but only with a guide. The road from Vimy to the Memorial is lined 

with Elm trees brought from Canada, and the whole area has sheep grazing to keep the grass 

down as it is too dangerous to mow - 2 sheep blown up in recent years. Canadian students’ 

man the grounds and museum on three monthly stints. The visitor centre is about 400 metres 

from the Memorial 

On the opening day of the Battle of Vimy Ridge: April 9-Apr 12, 1917, the four divisions of 

the Canadian Corps, fighting side by side for the first time, scored a huge tactical victory in 

the capture of the 60-metre high Vimy Ridge.  

In its first attack as a unified force, the Canadian Corps, consisting of the four Canadian 

divisions, launched an Easter Sunday offensive at Vimy Ridge, claiming a quick and decisive 

victory over the Germans in three days. Part of the Allied Battle of Arras, the well-planned 

battle used new artillery tactics and marked the corps as an elite force. 

Historians attribute the success in capturing the ridge to a mixture of technical and tactical 

innovation, meticulous planning, powerful artillery support and extensive training. The 

Canadians who lost 3598 men in the battle were commanded by Lieutenant General Julian 

Byng, who was British - as were 60% of the troops who were immigrants who recently 

arrived from Britain. 

Before the Canadian success, the ridge fell under German control in October 1914 during the 

Race to the Sea as the Franco-British and German forces continually attempted to outflank 

each other through north-eastern France. Despite attempts by the French during the Second 

Battle of Artois in May 1915 and the Third Battle of Artois in September 1915, the ridge was 

not taken, and they suffered over 150,000 casualties in their attempts to gain control. 
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Arras Memorial                                     Grid Reference  N 50.2869  E 2.7607 

                                              

Faubourg d’ Amiens Cemetery. The Memorial commemorates 35,000 soldiers with no 

known graves. They were mostly killed in the Battle of Arras in April /May 1917. Five Old 

Xaverians are remembered here. The Tyne Cot Memorial near Ypres commemorates 34,000 

soldiers and remembers four Old Xaverians, and Thiepval Memorial near Albert 

commemorates 73,000 soldiers and remembers eleven Old Xaverians.                                                                                                                                                       

The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the spring of 1916, and the system 

of tunnels upon which the town was built was used and developed in preparation for the 

major offensive planned for April 1917.                                                                                                                                      

The Commonwealth section of the FAUBOURG D'AMIENS CEMETERY was begun in 

March 1916, behind the French military cemetery established earlier. It continued to be used 

by field ambulances and fighting units until November 1918. The cemetery was enlarged 

after the Armistice when graves were brought in from the battlefields and two smaller 

cemeteries in the vicinity.                               

The adjacent ARRAS FLYING SERVICES MEMORIAL commemorates almost 1,000 

airmen of the Royal Naval Air Service, the Royal Flying Corps, and the Royal Air Force, 

either by attachment from other arms of the forces of the Commonwealth or by original 

enlistment, who were killed on the whole Western Front and who have no known grave.      

Flt Lieutenant Clifford Elliott, a former Clapham pupil, flew a Caudron Biplane in the war 

and is remembered at this memorial 

Both cemetery and Memorial were designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, with sculpture by Sir 

William Reid Dick. The monument was unveiled by Lord Trenchard, Marshal of the Royal 

Air Force, on 31 July 1932 

 

         Arras Memorial and the Arras Flying Services Memorial 

 



14 
 

Mur de Fusilles  (a short walk from the Arras Memorial)  N 50.2818  E 2.7572 

Mur de Fusillés (Walls of Rifles) did not exist in WW1, but it lies within the Citadel of Arras, 

which was barracks for German soldiers in the Great War and an interrogation centre of 

captured allied soldiers.  Today The Mur de Fusilles is a memorial to the French resistance 

executed in WW2. (Open free access from 2.00pm to 7.00pm).  There are two hundred and 

eighteen Plaques fixed along the walls depicting patriots shot between 21/8/41 to 21/7/44. 

The majority were from the communist party PCF and were mainly miners. Reached on foot 

a few yards from the end of the Avenue du Mémorial des Fusillée and the Arras Memorial, 

simple wrought iron gates lead to the foot of the walls of the great Vauban Citadel, where a 

stark column marks the actual place of execution. The individual square memorials, mounted 

on the walls themselves, give each victim the place of origin, occupation, and political 

affiliations. Many were Polish miners; the youngest was 16, and the oldest was 69.  

Despite popular belief, few civilians joined the resistance movement in WW2 (there were 

none in WW1).  In WW2, approximately 60% of the population accepted German 

occupation; 35% actively worked with the Germans. Only about 5% joined the French 

resistance. General de Gaulle, a favourite of Marshal Petain, who had had an excellent 

military record in WW1 in defence of Arras, was an opportunist and clever agile politician. 

He was a good orator and speechwriter for Gen Petain. De Gaulle came to prominence 

towards the end of the war and only through Churchill's assistance.  

The Gestapo and the Feldgendamerie formed by Hitler in 1933 were based in the Citadel in 

WW2. The original role of the Feldgendarmerie as military police within the German armed 

forces became a marginal part of its duties. It developed into a formidable and greatly feared 

Secret Police.  

 The Feldgendarmerie were 

superseded by the 

Feldjägerkorps. Answering 

only to the German High 

Command (O.K.W.), its 

three regiments were 

founded to maintain 

discipline and military 

cohesion in the Wehrmacht 

branches.  They had the 

military authority of the 

O.K.W. to arrest and 

execute officers and soldiers from either the Wehrmacht or the S.S. for desertion, defeatism 

and other duty violations. They always wanted to show their power and cruelty.                                                                                                                 

Leandre Deflandre was chief of resistance O.C.M. in Albert. (54 Rue Jules Ferry) He mainly 

repatriated airmen who crashed in the Somme area in WW2. Deflandre was caught and 

imprisoned in the infamous Amiens prison. Frequently he was interrogated by the S.S. in the 

Arras Citadel. On 23 July 1944, while being taken back to Amiens Prison, he was buried 

alive in Thiepval Woods by the Feldgendarmerie.   
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The Carrière Wellington  - Arras                                                             50.2804  E 2.7830  

Named after a former underground quarry that was part of a network of tunnels used by 

the British Empire and Commonwealth forces during the First World War. Opened in March 

2008, the museum commemorates the soldiers who built the tunnels and fought in the Battle 

of Arras in 1917. 

From the Middle Ages through to the 19th century, the chalk beds underneath Arras were 

extensively quarried to supply stone for the town's buildings. The quarries fell into disuse by 

the start of the 20th century. In 1916, during the First World War, the British forces 

controlling Arras decided to re-use the underground quarries to aid a planned offensive 

against the Germans, whose trenches ran through the town's eastern suburbs. The quarries 

were to be linked up to be used both as shelters from the constant German shelling and as a 

means of conveying troops to the front in secrecy and safety. 

Five hundred miners from the New Zealand Tunnelling Company, including Māori and 

Pacific Islanders, recruited from the country's gold and coal mining districts, were brought in 

to dig 20 kilometres (12 mi) of tunnels. They worked alongside Royal Engineer tunnelling 

companies, made up of British coal miners and expert tunnellers who had built the London 

Underground. Many of them were "Bantams", soldiers of below-average height who had 

been rejected from regular units because they did not meet the height requirements; others 

had been initially rejected as too old, but their specialist mining experience made them 

essential for the tunnelling operation. 

The work was difficult and dangerous. In the New Zealand units alone, 41 tunnellers died and 

another 151 were injured during countermining operations against the Germans, whose own 

tunnellers sought to disrupt the Allied tunnelling operations. The Arras tunnels linked the 

quarries to form a network that ran from the town centre, under no man's land, to many points 

just in front of the German front lines. The tunnel system could accommodate 20,000 men 

and be outfitted with running water, electric lights, kitchens, latrines, a light rail system and a 

fully equipped hospital. The tunnellers named the individual quarries after their home towns - 

Auckland, Wellington, Nelson, Blenheim, Christchurch and Dunedin for the New Zealanders, 

Glasgow, Edinburgh, Crewe and London for the Britons.   

Thousands of soldiers were billeted in the tunnels for eight days before the Arras offensive on 

9 April 1917. At 05:30 that morning, exits were dynamited to enable the troops to storm the 

German trenches. The Germans were surprised and pushed back 11 km (6.8 mi). This 

counted as an extraordinary success by the standards of the time. However, the offensive 

soon bogged down and it was eventually called off after casualties reached 4,000 a day. 

During World War II, the tunnels were re-opened to serve as air-raid shelters. They were 

sealed again in 1945.  In 1990 with the sponsorship of the Arras town council, the regional 

council and the French state, the Carrière Wellington was restored and converted into a 

museum at the cost of €4 million.  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Commonwealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Arras_(1917)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Arras_(1917)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_Tunnelling_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Engineer_tunnelling_companies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Engineer_tunnelling_companies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal_miners
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Underground
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Underground
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bantam_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commission   N 50.2576  E 2.7810 

At the CWGC Experience, it is possible to look behind the scenes at work 

needed to commemorate the Commonwealth casualties from the First and 

Second World Wars. 

The Commission is currently responsible for the continued commemoration of 1.7 million 

deceased Commonwealth military service members in 153 countries. Since its inception, the 

Commission has constructed approximately 2,500 war cemeteries and numerous memorials. 

The commission is currently responsible for caring for the war dead at over 23,000 separate 

burial sites and maintaining more than 200 memorials worldwide. In addition to 

commemorating Commonwealth military service members, the commission maintains over 

40,000 non-Commonwealth war graves and over 25,000 non-war military and civilian graves 

under arrangement with applicable governments. The commission operates through the 

continued financial support of the member states: United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand, India and South Africa. In 2012/13, these grants amounted to £66.5 million. The 

contribution from each country is proportionate to the number of graves the CWGC 

maintains on behalf of that country. The percentage of total annual contributions for which 

each country is responsible is United Kingdom 78.4%, Canada 10.1%, Australia 6.1%, New 

Zealand 2.1%, South Africa 2.1% and India 1.2%. 

The Commission only commemorates those who have died during the designated war years 

while in Commonwealth military service or causes attributable to service. Death in service 

included those killed in combat and other reasons such as those who died in training 

accidents, air raids, and diseases, such as the 1918 flu pandemic. For the First World War, the 

period is from 4th August 1914 to 31st August 1921  

Cemeteries of more than 40 graves contain a Cross of Sacrifice designed by architect 

Reginald Blomfield. This cross was designed to imitate medieval crosses found in 

churchyards in England, with proportions more commonly seen in the Celtic cross. The cross 

is usually a freestanding four-point limestone Latin cross, mounted on an octagonal base, 

ranging in height from 14 to 32 feet (4.3 to 9.8 m). A bronze longsword, blade down, is 

embedded on the face of the cross. This cross represents the faith of the majority of the dead, 

and the sword represents the military character of the cemetery, intended to link British 

soldiers and the Christian concept of self-sacrifice. 

Cemeteries with more than 1000 burials typically have a Stone of Remembrance, designed by 

Edwin Lutyens with the inscription "Their name liveth for evermore". Rudyard Kipling 

developed the concept of the Stone of Remembrance stone to commemorate those of all 

faiths and none, respectively. In contrast to the Cross of Sacrifice, the design for the stone 

deliberately avoided "shapes associated with particular religions". The geometry of the 

structure was based on studies of the Parthenon.  Each stone is 12 feet (3.5 m) long and 5 feet 

(1.5 m) high. The shape of the stone has been compared both to that of a coffin and an altar.  

Every grave is marked with a headstone. Each headstone contains the national emblem or 

regimental badge, rank, name, unit, date of death and age of each casualty inscribed above an 

appropriate religious symbol and a more personal dedication chosen by relatives. The 

headstones use standard upper-case lettering designed by MacDonald Gill. Individual graves 

are arranged, where possible, in straight rows and marked by uniform headstones, the vast 
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majority of which are made of Portland stone. The original headstone dimensions were 30 

inches (76 cm) tall, 15 in (38 cm) wide, and 3 in (7.6 cm) thick. Most headstones are 

inscribed with a cross, except those deceased known to be atheist or non-Christian. In the 

case of burials of Victoria Cross or George Cross recipients, the regimental badge is 

supplemented by the Victoria Cross or George Cross emblem. Sometimes a soldier employed 

a pseudonym because he was too young to serve or was sought by law enforcement; in such 

cases, his primary name is shown along with the notation "served as". Many headstones are 

for unidentified casualties; they bear only what could be discovered from the body. The 

epitaph, developed by Rudyard Kipling, that appears on the graves of unidentified soldiers 

for which no details are known is "A Soldier of the Great War known unto God". Some 

headstones bear the text "believed to be buried in this cemetery" when the grave's exact 

location within the cemetery is not known. In some cases, soldiers were buried in collective 

graves and distinguishing one body from another was impossible; thus, one headstone covers 

more than one grave. The headstone does not denote any specific details of the death except 

for its date, and even then, only if it is known and is deliberately ambiguous about its cause. 

Commission cemeteries are distinctive in treating floriculture as an integral part of the 

cemetery design. Recommendations given by Arthur William Hill of the Royal Botanical 

Gardens at Kew enabled the commission to develop cemetery layouts and architectural 

structures that took into account the placement of suitable plant life.  Where possible, 

indigenous plants were utilised to enhance sentimental associations with the home's gardens. 

Variety in texture, height and timing of floral display was equally important horticultural 

considerations. The beds around each headstone are planted with a mixture of floribunda 

roses and herbaceous perennials. Low-growing plants are chosen for areas immediately in 

front of headstones, ensuring that inscriptions are not obscured and preventing soil from 

splashing back during rain.  

   

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Stone of Remembrance 
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Gommecourt            N 50.1332 E 2.6711 

If you follow the above grid reference point, you will be at this battlefield's main vantage 

point, N.E. of Rossignol Wood, in Line with the narrow track leading to the Quadrilateral 

south of Gommercourt village. The site’s height was perfect for German Machine Gun posts 

and an artillery observation post, providing a 2-mile uninterrupted view of advancing British 

troops. (1 mile to the now Gommercourt British Cemetery No 2). A concrete machine gun 

plinth is still in Rossignol Wood, some yards to the left of this position.                                                                                                                                                  

The attack was conducted by the British 3rd Army (Lieutenant-General Edmund Allenby) as 

a diversion to protect the north flank of the main attack. (Inexperienced troops, mainly Pals 

battalions 3 miles south at Serre)  

At 7:30 am on 1 July, the attack on Gommecourt began, and the 56th (1st London) Division 

to the South overran the first two German trenches. Troops also reached the third trench, but 

a strong point at Nameless Farm held out despite several attacks. Clapham Old Xaverian 

Leonard Brett died at this point. He was a bomber (grenade thrower) in the London 

Regiment Queens Westminster Rifles and was probably mown down by machine-gun fire 

while attacking the German second- and third-line trenches. German infantry gradually 

recaptured the lost trenches, all attempts to send reinforcements from the British lines being 

costly failures. 

The 46th (North Midland) Division attack on the north side of the salient had even less 

success, a smokescreen leading the attackers to lose direction as their advance slowed by 

deep mud. Some parties of the 137th Brigade got into the German front Line, and parties of 

the 139th Brigade reached the second Line, but German small arms and barrage-fire on no 

man's land trapped the attackers isolated them from their supports. The parties who got across 

no man's land were surrounded and destroyed. 

The two divisions suffered 6,769 casualties, including 2,765 men killed and missing; nearly 

two-thirds of these casualties were in the 56th Division. The German losses were 1,241, with 

427 dead. The diversion did not affect the outcome of the primary battle to the south. The 

commander of the 46th Division was sacked for failing to press his attack more strongly. Due 

to the abuse of a cease-fire, British bodies lay on the battlefield for seven months, amongst 

them Clapham OX Leonard Brett. The Germans retreated from the Bapaume Salient in 

February 1917 and abandoned Gommecourt, which was occupied unopposed on 27 February 

1917.  

When the Germans withdrew from this area in 1917, British troops collected the dead who 

had lain out on the battlefield since the previous July.  The bodies or the remains were buried 

in the four small cemeteries in the old No Man's Land. The second of these cemeteries, 

Gommecourt British Cemetery No. 2, present-day cemetery, has the same name and includes 

1,222 burials from the other local battlefield cemeteries and from areas to the east where 

fighting took place in 1917 and 1918. The result is a typical concentration cemetery built 

around the original wartime plot. Still, the cemetery is not too large and in a pleasant setting, 

and the graves are mostly of men who died close by. A high proportion of the 681 'unknowns' 

were probably London men who died in No Man's Land July 1st. I believe that the remains of 

Leonard Brett may have been buried in an `unknown’ grave here. He was probably close to 

his friend Cyril Ridley (plot 11.H.12) - both men were friends in Clapham and died together 

as Platoon No 8 advanced on the German trenches. 
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Serre Battleground                                                                                   N 50.0100  E 2.6590 

The significance of the Serre Battlefield was that it was fought by 13 `Pals’ Battalions. Pals 

were specially constituted battalions of the British Army comprising men who had enlisted 

together in local recruiting drives, with the promise that they would be able to serve alongside 

their friend's neighbours and colleagues (`pals’) 

Sheffield Park Area, the area north of the Serre Road, was the attack sector of the 31st 

Division on 1 July 1916. There were four small copses, named by the British soldiers 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The ground sloped upwards to the German trenches and the 

village of Serre.  This area was the furthest the French advanced in 1915 and handed over to 

the British troops in 1916.  

The 31st Division suffered 3,600 casualties on 1 July; nearly all in the eight battalions 

making the attack were ‘Pals' battalions from Accrington, Barnsley, Bradford, Durham and 

Leeds Sheffield City Battalion, all fighting in their first Battle. 

"Mark, Luke and John Copses have now been joined up to make one long piece of woodland; 

the trench out of which the 31st Division attacked on 1 July can be seen all along its edge. To 

the north, there is a mile-long gap in the attack front between the last trees of the old John 

Copse and the diversionary attack at Gommecourt. Matthew Copse has disappeared. Two 

small cemeteries at the northern end of the copses had to be removed because they were too 

distant from the road, leaving four of the original cemeteries in place. The trench, the 

cemeteries and the completely peaceful nature of the area probably make this the best of all 

places to examine the ground over which those failed attacks of 1 July and 13 November 

1916 took place." 

"The most northerly of the No Man's Land cemeteries is Luke Copse British Cemetery, which 

contains one long grave of seventy-two men, but the staggering of the headstones allows each 

man to have his own. This is where the Sheffield City Battalion attacked on 1 July and 

fourteen of the identified bodies were of their men (the York and Lancaster headstones); 

probably, most of the unidentified are as well.  

The following cemetery is Queen's Cemetery, with 311 graves in six rows. Fifty of the 

identified and many of the 'unknowns' are from the Accrington' Pals' (East Lancashire 

headstones), which attacked here on 1 July.  Level with Queen's Cemetery is the Sheffield 

Memorial Park which is on a sloping site in the wood with the shallow remains of the front-

line trench on each side of the gateway and the mown grass in the park revealing many deep 

shell holes. The Park is about 100 yards short of the Sheffield City Battalion's section of a 

trench on 1 July. More recent memorials erected in the park commemorate the Accrington 

Pals and the Barnsley Pals attacking here. They followed up the Sheffield City Battalion 

attack further along the wood line. A stone cross just outside the park commemorates Private 

A. E. Bull from Sheffield, whose body was not found until several years after the war. 

 Railway Hollow Cemetery is just behind the park, another cemetery made by V Corps in 

early 1917, but this time in the British support line. Four simple rows contain 107 British 

soldiers, many of them Accrington and Sheffield men, and two French soldiers from 1915. 
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A light military railway that once ran through the nearby valley gave the cemetery its name. 

The last cemetery in this area, Serre Road Cemetery No. 3, is in the old No Man's Land and 

contains eighty-one graves, mostly from 1 July, mainly from the Leeds and Bradford' Pals' 

(West Yorkshire headstones).  

The Serre Road and Redan Ridge - the busy road which cuts across the battlefield area and on 

to the village of Serre was known in 1916 as the Serre Road and is still known as such to 

British visitors. The slight rise to the south of it was called Redan Ridge by the soldiers of 

1916. The attack was pressed home with great gallantry and some penetration of the German 

trenches took place. The fighting was particularly fierce in a position known as the 

Quadrilateral. But the German defence held and the men who reached the German trenches 

were killed, captured or pushed back to No Man's Land. A small party clung to the 

Quadrilateral but 

abandoned it the 

following day.  

The 31st and 48th 

Division suffered 

5,754 casualties, 

including a 

brigade 

commander, six 

battalion 

commanders 

killed, and three 

more battalion 

commanders 

wounded. The 

Germans loss was 

only 460 

casualties 

 The village of 

Serre is smaller 

now than it was in 

1914. It is worth 

visiting to 

appreciate how its 

position on the 

high ground gave 

the Germans such 

good artillery 

observation over the British lines. Sheffield adopted the village after the war and the 

Sheffield City Battalion (12th York and Lancaster’s) Memorial now stands at the side of the 

road leading back to the cemeteries.  
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 Serre Road Cemetery No1                                                                      N 50.0998  E 2.6571 

Serre Road Cemetery No. 1 contains 2,412 graves, 1,728 of them unidentified; the proportion 

of unknown, 71.6 per cent of the total, is one of the highest in Somme cemeteries. This is a 

perfect example of a battlefield cemetery expanded by a post-war concentration of burials to 

link up with the road.  

The cemetery was made in May 1917, mainly with men who died on the Serre battlefield in 

July 1916. Men from the West Yorks Leeds Pals, Bradford Pals, Durham Pals, Accrington 

Pals and Barnsley Pals. 

In Row B is the grave of Sergeant M. H. Mossop, MM, whose family inscription says: One of 

the original Leeds Pals. In Row, G lies Lieutenant M. W. Booth of the same Battalion. Major 

Booth (the 'Major' was his Christian name) was a Yorkshire County cricketer who twice 

played for England. A shell killed him on 1 July; his cricketing friend Roy Kilner was 

wounded nearby on the same day. 

To this cemetery, the annual pilgrimages of the Bradford' Pals' and probably of the Leeds 

'Pals' came until the advancing age of the survivors put a halt to those occasions. More than 

2,000 further graves were added to the cemetery after the war. Plot 1 was extended, and Plot 

2 added, with the new rows set at the same angle as the old ones; this was done to broaden 

the width of the permanent cemetery without disturbing the original graves. Then the main 

concentration plots were made on the lower level between there and the road—most of the 

bodies brought in after the war came from other parts of the Somme battlefield. 

There is one particularly sad headstone in Plot 4, Row C (on the right of the pathway, just 

before the Stone of Remembrance). The second grave contains Lance-Corporal C. G. and 

Private P.J. Destrubé of the 22nd Royal Fusiliers. 

Horace Iles, buried in Plot 1.E.39. (top left) is reported to be one of the youngest boys to have 

joined the British Army. When Horace was 14, he was very big for his age – he worked as a 

blacksmith's assistant. One evening in September 1914, while travelling home on a tram in 

Leeds, a girl gave him a white feather, the traditional cowardice symbol. He was mortified 

and signed up to join the Army the next day, lying about his age. In nearly two years of 

service, he saw no action until he met his death within hours of commencement of the Battle 

of Albert. Horace was the youngest person to die on 1 July 1916. On this day, over 500 boy 

soldiers died. 
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French Memorial Chapel                                                                         N 50.0998  E 2.6571 

Over the road from Serre Road No1 is a small French memorial chapel to the dead of the 

Somme battle. Few have seen the inside of the Chapel, but there is a large plaque at the 

entrance in memory of a much-decorated French priest who was chaplain to two of the 

regiments which fought in 1915; he was also a chaplain in 1939-1940. A much smaller 

memorial has been added more recently, a simple plaque with a German 

dedication which translates as: 'In lasting memory of our comrades who died at 

Serre. BRIR 1.' The 'BRIR 1' was the 1st Bavarian Reserve Infantry Regiment 
which suffered heavy casualties here from British artillery fire in the winter of 1916–17. This 

is the only known German Memorial on the Somme. 

 

The Serre Cross Roads                                                                            N 50.0940  E 2.6279 

Just over a mile further southwest, from the Chapel, is a significant cross road. At this 

intersection, three armies travelled, Henry V, who turned North to meet and defeat the French 

at the Battle of Agincourt in 1415. General Guderian's German Panzers sped southwest over 

the intersection to Abbeville in May 1940. In 1944 when German opposition was collapsing, 

Lieutenant-General Sir Brian Horrock urged the Guards to press on towards Brussels fast as 

they could. Armoured cars, tanks and lorry loads of infantry raced northeast. 

Also, on the roadside stands a memorial cross to 'Lieutenant Val Braithwaite' of the 1st 

Somerset Light Infantry, shown as being killed near here on 1 July 1916, but whose body was 

never found. The plinth of the cross has the wonderful inscription: God buried him, and no 

man knoweth his sepulchre. 

The German position known as the Quadrilateral, which was the scene of such fierce fighting, 

was in the field directly behind this Memorial. A little further up the roadside is a memorial 

erected in 2006 to the memory of one British soldier and two Germans whose remains were 

identified during an archaeological dig in 2003. The British remains were identified as a man 

from the King's Own Royal Lancaster’s 1st Battalion killed in the attack on 1 July 1916. 

Those remains have been buried in a new grave with his comrades who died on that day in 

the original plot in the cemetery. The two Germans were identified as having been killed in a 

French attack in 1915 and buried elsewhere. 

Directly behind Serre Road Cemetery No 2 is where Drummer Walter Ritchie of the 2nd 

Battalion Seaforth Highlanders won his Victory Cross. Under sustained attack from German 

infantry, Drummer Ritchie climbed onto the parapet of his trench and, ignoring the heavy 

machine-gun fire and bombing attacks, repeatedly played the `Charge’ on his bugle to rally 

the men. He also carried numerous messages over the fire-swept ground. Ritchie had been 

wounded five times and gassed twice by the end of the war. 
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Serre Road Cemetery No2                                                                      N 50.0970  E 2.6599 

The largest cemetery on the Somme, rising the slope of the Redan Ridge. This is mainly a 

concentration cemetery, one so large that the original graves of 1 July and 13 November 1916 

around which it was built can hardly be seen from the road; they are in rows set at an angle 

just behind the Stone of Remembrance. The 489 graves were the original Serre Road No. 2 

Cemetery, made by V Corps in 1917 from bodies found in the immediate area. The vast 

concentration process came in two stages. The cemetery was enlarged in 1922, probably at 

the same time as Serre Road No. 1 and in the same manner by squaring off the original plot 

and then filling in the space to the road. Then, in the final years of cemetery construction on 

the Somme, ending as late as 1934, the cemetery was doubled in size again with twenty-eight 

more plots behind and on either side of the earlier burials. There are now 7,140 graves, 4,945 

of them unidentified. It is best regarded as a cemetery representing the whole of the 1916 

Battle of the Somme because the men buried here came from nearly every part of the 

battlefield. It is a cemetery of ordinary infantry soldiers – no VCs, few senior officers, few 

artillery, just rows and rows of infantrymen from every regiment which fought in 1916, 

including all the Empire countries. 

In the Second World War, when the Germans again controlled this area, the head gardener 

for the cemetery was an Englishman, Mr Ben Leach, a survivor from the battle of the Somme 

in WW1. Ben was left behind when other War Graves Commission employees were 

evacuated on the approach of the Germans in 1940. As the cemetery contained two German 

graves at that time and they had been tended to the same level of care as all the other graves, 

the Germans let Mr Leach stay in his position, released him from prison and gave him a 

bicycle to continue travelling from his home at Beaumont-Hamel to the Cemetery each day. 

In time Mr Leach became a member of the French Resistance and helped shot-down Allied 

airmen to evade capture. He used the tool shed at the back of the cemetery to hide the airmen 

and the German army bicycle to travel to Arras on Sundays. A contact who worked in the 

Kommandantur obtained false papers for the airmen return to England, mainly via Spain. Mr 

Leach and his eldest son helped repatriate thirty-two airmen and was decorated after the war 

by Britain, France and America.  

 

Redan Ridge                                                                                             N 50.0907  E 2.6543   

The Redan Ridge, south of the Serre Road, is one of the less well-known parts of the 

battlefield yet a scene of veracious fighting with 4,692 British casualties. The attack, by 

battalions of the 4th Division, on 1 July failed. However, the 2nd Division captured the 

German trenches on 13 November, marking the start of the ground gained from the Germans 

during 1916. The advance was only a mile but did increase steadily over a few months.   V 

Corps made two battlefield cemeteries on top of the ridge. 

Redan Ridge Cemeteries No. 1 and No. 3. No. 1, with 154 graves, is in the old No Man's 

Land and has the usual 1 July and 13 November mixture of graves for this area, but No. 3 is 

just inside the old German lines, and the sixty-seven graves are nearly all of 13 November.  

Redan Ridge Cemetery No. 2 is on the southern side of the ridge. It is in the old No Man's 

Land with 279 close-packed graves from July and November 1916. 
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Hawthorne Ridge Crater                                                                        N 50.0848  E 2.6509 

The mine explosion under Hawthorn Ridge was the very first action of The Battle of the 

Somme. Geoffrey Malins recorded it at 7.20 am on 1 July 1916 and is one of the best-known 

films of the Great War.  The mine was blown for a second time on the 13 November when 

the 51st Highland Division captured the ridge and village. 

Hawthorn Ridge Redoubt was a German front-line fortification west of the village 

of Beaumont Hamel on the Somme. The redoubt was built after the end of the Battle of 

Albert (25–29 September 1914).  

At 7:20 am on 1 July 1916, the British fired a massive mine (40,000lbs ammonal) beneath the 

Hawthorn Ridge Redoubt. Sprung ten minutes before zero hour, one of 19 mines detonated 

on the first day of the Battle of the Somme. The attack on the redoubt by part of the 29th 

Division of VIII Corps (Lieutenant-General Sir Aylmer Hunter-Weston) was a costly failure. 

Hunter-Weston had ordered the mine to be fired early to protect the advancing infantry from 

falling debris, but this also gave the Germans time to occupy the rear lip of the mine crater. 

When British parties advanced across no man's land to occupy the Crater, they were engaged 

by German small-arms fire. A few British soldiers reached the objective, but they were 

ejected by a German counter-attack at noon. The success of the German defence of the 

Hawthorn Ridge Redoubt crater contributed to the failure of the British attack on the rest of 

the VIII Corps front. Some believe the early firing of the mine was the single biggest mistake 

of the Battle of The Somme. The entire front from Gommercourt to Carnoy was aware the 

Battle was to commence. Hunter -Weston was held responsible and was sent back to England 

The British reopened the tunnel beneath the Hawthorn Ridge crater on the 4th  July and 

reloaded the mine with explosives for the Battle of the Ancre (13–18 November). The new 

mine was fired on 13 November to support an attack on Beaumont-Hamel by the 51st 

(Highland) Division of V Corps. The Scottish infantry advanced from a trench 250 yd 

(230 m) from the German lines, half the distance of 1 July, with the support of tanks, an 

accurate creeping barrage and an overhead machine-gun barrage. Beaumont-Hamel was 

captured and 2,000 German prisoners were taken. 

 

              
 

           Hawthorne Ridge explosion at 7:20 am 1st July 1916 
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Beaumont Hamel Cemetery & Sunken Road                                      N 50.0857  E 2.6484 

 

On a track running up the hill north from the D163 road is the Sunken Lane. From here, 

British troops attacked the German lines on 1 July. Many of their men are buried here in the 

No Man's Land over which the 1st Lancashire Fusiliers attacked. The cemetery is long and 

narrow, with two simple rows of graves. It was made soon after the November 1916 success 

and only a few further burials were added later to make a total of 176 graves, nearly half of 

them unidentified. Nearby, at the 'Sunken Road' entrance, is the tall 8th Argyll and 

Sutherland Highlanders Memorial, where this unit attacked so successfully in November 

1916. The Battalion's prominent 1914-18 memorial on the Western Front may be the most 

celebrated British battalion memorial in France and Belgium. The Sunken Road was halfway 

across No Man's Land in July 1916, but it was the front Line for the Argylls' attack in 

November; the entrances to some of their dug-outs can be seen in the bank of the road. 

Geoffrey Mallins filmed members of the 1st Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers in this sunken 

lane on the morning of 1 July 1916.  The private commemoration on the bank of the lane 

summarises what happened to the group of men 

After the Hawthorn ridge bomb detonated, the soldiers in the Sunken Road were subjected to 

a tremendous crossfire from the front and both sides. Snipers killed the wounded and those 

who tried to help them; the road became blocked with dead and dying. The attack cost the 

Battalion dearly, 7 officers killed and 14 wounded, 156 other ranks killed and 298 wounded, 

with 11 missing presumed dead. The Battalion was awarded 4 military Crosses and 8 Military 

medals for their action. 

 

   

                    
 
                  Sunken Road July 1st 1916 
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Auchonvillers on the D174 road                                                                N 5.0812  E 2.6301 

 

The soldiers called Auchonvillers' Ocean Villas'- was Army H/Q and a major medical centre   

The Ocean Villas Tea Room and Guest House is a recommended stop for refreshment. It was 

in the cellars of this guest house on 26th February 1916 that Rifleman James Crozier was held 

the night before his execution. Court-marshalled for desertion, his firing squad consisting of 

soldiers from his battalion showed their displeasure by deliberately firing wide. The officer in 

charge shot Crozier with a single shot to the head. There were 3,080 death sentences passed 

between August 1914 and March 1920, of which only 306 were executed. 

 

 

 

Beaumont Hamel   (Newfoundland Memorial Park)   N 50.0724  E 2.476                                                                                                   

 

Beaumont Hamel is a preserved battlefield and memorial site. The infantry assault on 1 July 

1916 commenced ten minutes after Hawthorn mine exploded (40,000lb bomb), destroying 

the German redoubt. The Germans were therefore ready and emerged from deep, well-

protected trenches. The experienced German troops had been in the position for 20 months 

before the Battle - at 7:30 am, the 29th British Division attacked and were unable to capture 

the Crater - further assaults by the 86th and 87th Brigade (4,000 men) and the 29th British 

Division were quickly stopped. 

Newfoundlanders who 

arrived on the battlefield 

at 2 am after a seven-mile 

march from their billets in 

Louvencourt advanced at 

8:45 am. The first wave 

could not use 

communication trenches. 

They were congested with 

the dead and wounded 

and instead attacked in 

formation across open 

ground, navigating and 

funnelling through British 

barbed wire defences. Of 

the 22 officers and 758 men who went forward, only 110 men survived, but no officers. Most 

died, reaching no further than the Danger Tree, a skeleton tree mid-way in no man's land. 

There was much confusion on the battlefield, especially regarding communication. White 

smoke to the British meant that the position had been taken; to the Germans it meant artillery 

fire was falling short. In total, 5000 British and French died here – there are eight Battlefield 

cemeteries in this area 

It was said of the Battle:  "It was a magnificent display of trained and disciplined valour, and 

its assault only failed of success because dead men can advance no further". 
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Beaumont finally fell to a successful attack on 13 November 1916 by the 51st Highland 

Division. When this attack was being prepared, a new British advance trench was made in No 

Man's Land to reduce the amount of ground attacking troops had to cross. This was done by 

firing heavy shells in a line across No Man's Land, with pioneers then going out at night to 

link up the resulting shell holes into a continuous line and joining the resulting trench back to 

the original front Line. The units attacking on 13 November – 1/7th Gordon Highlanders on 

the right of the park and 1/6th Black Watch on the left – moved off from those trenches in 

semi-darkness at 5.45 am and carried out a successful attack 

There is a battlefield cemetery on the right-hand side of the park. This is 'Y' Ravine 

Cemetery, made by the V Corps in 1917 and containing the bodies of 366 men. The cemetery 

appears to contain six rows of graves, but the two outer rows of headstones are memorials to 

men known or believed to be buried here. Thirty-eight of the graves belong to 

Newfoundlanders and some of the others are from the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division which 

was attacking immediately south of here in November 1916. A few yards further on is the old 

German front Line which always gives the impression of being strongly constructed, as 

German trenches usually were compared to British ones. It is deep, with well-pronounced 

bays and small saps out to the front, and it has a good, high 'reredos' of earth behind the 

trench. German soldiers manning the fire step would not have their heads silhouetted against 

the skyline and would be protected from the effects of shells falling behind the trench. 

Further down the park is the 51st (Highland) Division Memorial, standing on the German 

front line. On 13 November 1916, the Division captured the magnificent statue of a kilted 

soldier on top facing the German rear.  The Germans had designs on the bronze statue when 

they were here in the Second World War and engaged a French contractor to remove it. 

Scaffolding was erected in readiness, but local talk says that a message sent to England, 

warning of the danger to the Highlander, resulted in Allied fighters frequently 'buzzing' the 

site. Whatever the reason, the contractor changed his mind and took down the scaffolding, 

and the statue remained. However, the Germans did remove two field guns that once stood in 

the little grass plots on either side of the Memorial. 

A unique cemetery containing forty-six Highlanders killed in the November attack is close 

by. They were buried soon after the Battle in a large shell hole and the War Graves 

Commission imaginatively made this into a circular cemetery with the headstones set into the 

base of the Cross of Sacrifice. It was called Hunter's Cemetery, after the company 

commander whose men buried the dead.  

Finally comes Hawthorn Ridge Cemetery No. 2 in the far-left corner of the park. It is an 

open-fronted site approached through an avenue of trees, basically consisting of two very 

closely packed rows of graves of men who died near here on the first day of the 1916 battle, 

not in November. There are 214 graves from units of the 29th Division – 2nd Royal Fusiliers, 

1st Border, 16th Middlesex, 1st Royal Dublin Fusiliers, Newfoundlanders. In the back row 

lies Second Lieutenant A. W. Fraser, D.S.O., 1st Border. This subaltern was thirty-nine years 

old and known as 'old Fraser' by his fellow officers. His company commander was ordered to 

remain behind for the 1 July 1916 attack to have at least one surviving captain, and Fraser led 

the company into action. He was last seen at the German wire, encouraging his men forward. 

The resulting D.S.O. for a junior officer was an unusual award and indicated a level of 

courage only just below that required for a V.C 
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Ulster Tower                                                                                             N 50.0607  E 2.6798 

Ulster Tower is a replica of Helen's Tower at Clandeboyne near Belfast. There is a memorial 

to all of the V.C.s of the 36th (Ulster) Division just inside the gate. An excellent Visitor 

Centre behind the Tower is open every day except Monday. The lower part of the Tower is 

open, but the viewing area at the top is not. Troops attacked from the wood opposite the 

Tower. They were known as Thiepval Wood, although as Authuille Wood to the French. The 

leading troops started from the sunken road in No Man's Land and rushed the German 

trenches at Zero Hour. They swept over the Schwaben Redoubt and deep into the German 

rear, but on a diminishing frontage. The factor that caused the attack to run out of steam was 

how the Germans blocked further passage across the old No Man's Land by an artillery 

bombardment all day and by sweeping it with machine-gun fire from untaken positions to the 

north and south. 

The peaceful road, which now runs below the Tower towards Thiepval, was a place of 

carnage that day. The Official History says that it was 'subsequently known as Bloody Road, 

owing to the mass of dead heaped upon it at the end of the day.16 The groups of Ulstermen in 

the German trenches fought on but were uncoordinated and unsupported. By the end of the 

day, they had been pushed back to a smallholding of German trench running from the present 

position of the Tower for about 600 yards south towards Thiepval; the two nearby cemeteries 

are about level with the halfway point of that holding. The Schwaben Redoubt was lost. The 

Ulster Division suffered nearly 5,000 casualties and won four V.C.s. There are often 

misapprehensions about the layout of the ground here.  

The Tower is positioned on the extreme northern edge of the advancement that day. A small 

German post made of concrete and steel rails, which may have been a machine-gun post, can 

be found in the field a few yards north of the Tower.  The nearest point of the Schwaben 

Redoubt was a quarter of a mile away in the direction of the large farm north of Thiepval 

village – as far as Mill Road Cemetery and then as far on again. 

         

       Ulster Tower 
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Thiepval Memorial                                                                                  N 50.0527  E 2.6882 

Just south of the village stands the impressive Thiepval Memorial, a massive multi-arched 

structure recording the names of the missing of the Somme between the arrival of British 

units in 1915 and the retirement of the Germans in 1917. Still, the vast majority are of the 

July to November 1916 battle. Memorial to the missing - 73,357 with no known grave – 

includes the names of 7 holders of the Victoria Cross and 11 Clapham Old Xaverians'  

The Memorial stands on one of the most vital parts of the German front Line. The 18th 

Division eventually took Thiepval on 26 September 1916. The site of Thiepval was chosen 

because it was on an open ridge with a suitable historical background and the Memorial 

would be seen from all sides; it often appears on the skyline from various parts of the 

battlefield. 

 It was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, one of the War Graves Commission's three principal 

architects. It stands 45 metres high, five metres less than the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. The 

Memorial and surrounding park site were once the grounds where the pre-1914 château 

stood. Several British soldiers' cemeteries had to be cleared from the park and from its 

surroundings before the work could be carried out.  The building work was carried out from 

1929 to 1931 and the Memorial was officially inaugurated by the Prince of Wales in 1932. It 

is the largest of the British 

Memorials to the Missing, 

with more names than any 

other, and was the last to 

be completed. It does not 

include all the Missing of 

the Somme for 1915-17; 

the Australians, 

Canadians, New 

Zealanders, 

Newfoundlanders and 

Indians are all 

commemorated on other 

memorials. 

All the names at Thiepval are from United Kingdom units except for 858 South Africans and 

one man of the West India Regiment. It is not a Fourth Army memorial; the Third Army men 

who arrived in 1915 and those who fought at Gommecourt on 1 July 1916 are included. 

Seven Victoria Cross men are named on the panels. The register consists of an interesting 

breakdown of regiments; the most heavily represented are the London Regiment (Territorials) 

4,348 names, Northumberland Fusiliers 2,931, Royal Fusiliers (City of London) 2,502, King's 

Liverpool 2,166, Manchester’s 1,877 and Royal Warwick’s 1,803. 

As the years passed, the bodies of a few of the missing men were found, 280 to date, and 

those men now have regular war graves as well as names on the Memorial. 
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Authuille Military Cemetery      N 50.0410 E 2.6670 

A beautiful cemetery tucked on the edge of the village and situated on a gentle slope leading 

down to the River Ancre and Le Canal.  

All the Military Graveyards in France are kept immaculately and surprisingly free of the 

graffiti which is frequently seen elsewhere.  

British troops held the village of Authuille from the summer of 1915 to March 1918. It was 

then captured in the German Offensive. It sustained more shellfire damage to what was 

already major devastation The Military Cemetery was used by Field Ambulances and fighting 

units from August 1915 to December 1916 and in 1917 by Indian Labour Companies. Over 

450 1914-18 war casualties are remembered on this site. Nearly 40 are unidentified, and 

special memorials are erected to 18 soldiers from the United Kingdom, known or believed to 

be buried among them.  

This is the last resting place of Private William McBride, who served with the Inniskilling 

Fusiliers and lost his life on April 22, 1916. He was one of the so many Irish men to have lost 

their lives in the Great War – but his memory is preserved in song. The song 'The Green 

Fields of France', also known as No Man’s Land, was recorded by The Furey Brothers and 

Davey Arthur in 1979, is based on him. The song's Scottish composer, Eric Bogle, confirmed 

that this was the grave he sat by before writing the emotive song words – though Private 

McBride was 21 when he perished – and not 19 as the lyrics state. 

 

 

Authuille Military Cemetery 
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Ovillers Military Cemetery                                                                      N 50.0284  E 2.6920 

The German trenches on this sector were on two spurs of high ground separated by broad 

valleys which became No Man's Land. The village of Ovillers is situated on one of the spurs, 

with Nab Valley to the north and the more pronounced Mash Valley to the south. In Nab 

Valley, the New Army battalions of the 70th Brigade suffered so heavily on 1 July. It was 

against the intervening spur and in Mash Valley that the remainder of the 8th Division broke 

itself. The village was then attacked by the 12th (Eastern) Division on 2 July, but this attack 

also failed. The German Guard Fusilier Regiment was now defending the village. It held out 

until 15 July when troops of the 25th and 48th (South Midland) Divisions finally took the 

ruins, not by the frontal attack but from the direction of the main road.  

The impressive Ovillers Military Cemetery stands on the slope of the Ovillers spur, in the old 

No Man's Land. It is easily the largest cemetery in this area, having 3,436 British and 120 

French graves. The original cemetery can be seen in the long, continuous rows of Plot 1 on 

the right-hand side of the cemetery. The register states that the first burials took place near a 

Dressing Station before the capture of Ovillers, but the earliest graves in Plot 1 appear to be 

from August 1916. At least 2,477 of the burials are unidentified; at 72.1 per cent of the total, 

this is the second-highest proportion on the Somme, a testimony to the ferocity of the fighting 

near here. The plot of French graves on the far-left side of the cemetery is from the Breton 

regiments, which held a front line on the higher ground near Ovillers village before being 

driven back in 1915. One of the British graves is Captain John Lauder, son of Sir Harry 

Lauder's well-known singer. Captain Lauder was killed with the 1/8th Argylls on 28 

December 1916, much further up the road towards Bapaume. His grave is in Plot 1, Row A 

(three graves to the right of the first bush). His father wrote the song 'Keep Right on to the 

End of the Road' after hearing of his death.  

The front of the cemetery gives a fine view over the local battlefield. The broad Mash Valley 

below is where the 2nd Middlesex had to attack on 1 July, exposed to machine-gun fire from 

the head of the valley and from the high ground on both sides. The battalion commander, 

Lieutenant-Colonel E. T. F. Sandys, had earlier protested how the bombardment had not 

destroyed the German defences. He was so distressed at what had happened that he 

committed suicide by shooting himself in a room at a London hotel. The German Line ran 

along the edge of the main road on the valley's far side. A large mine was blown under the 

position known as 'Y' Sap on 1 July, but the Germans suspected the presence of the mine and 

evacuated the position before the explosion. The local farmer in the 1970s filled in the Crater; 

its shape can still be seen sometimes when the field is not covered by a crop.  

On 7 July 1916, Second Lieutenant Walter Sydney John Stevens, a former Clapham 

College pupil-led a 15-man section of men from the 9th Battalion Loyal North Lancashire 

Regiment towards the German front Line. He was part of the 75th Brigade, 12th Division of X 

Corps. With clear views of the Basilica at Albert to his left and the Albert to Bapaume Road 

to his right, Walter took off across the head of the Mash Valley. His objective was the village 

of Orvillers, an objective he was not to reach. Extremely heavy machine-gun fire halted the 

advance close to the German front Line, and it is there Walter fell. His body was never 

recovered and is likely one of the 2477 unidentified graves in the battlefield cemetery. 
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Albert                                                                                                        N 50.0036  E 2.6480 

 

The town of Albert, with about 12,000 inhabitants, is the third-largest in the Somme 

département. Henry V passed through the town in 1415 on his way to Agincourt. Since the 

Middle Ages, it has been a pilgrimage centre when a shepherd found a ‘miraculous’ statue of 

the Virgin Mary in a field outside the town (near the Bapaume Post Cemetery). A large 

basilica was completed in 1897 with a golden Virgin and Child atop its tall Tower. When the 

war came in 1914, Albert had about 8,000 inhabitants, of whom 2,000 were metalworkers. A 

large sewing-machine factory is mentioned as a place of shelter by many wartime soldiers 

Albert became a front-line town when the trench lines were established a mile away in 

September 1914. A shell struck the top of the basilica tower on 15 January 1915, causing the 

statue to start leaning over. French engineers managed to secure it the following day, and it 

remained in a horizontal position for the next three years, another wartime memory for 

French and British soldiers; it was said that the war would not end until the statue fell 

The town passed into British occupation in 1915 and sheltered many troops moving in up to 

and back from the trenches. Artillery observers used the Tower of the basilica and the body 

of the church was a major Dressing Station during the opening days of the 1916 battle. The 

town was abandoned to the Germans on 26 March 1918, the 7th Suffolks of the 12th (Eastern) 

Division being the last British troops to leave and take up positions on the high ground astride 

the Amiens Road. German marines entered the town and were ordered to advance further but 

could not because of heavy British machine-gun fire. After being without rations for two 

days, too 

many of them 

had 

discovered 

the British 

food and 

drink stores 

in Albert. On 

16 April, 

British guns 

finally 

destroyed the 

Tower of the 

church to 

deny its use 

to German 

observers and 

the statue fell. 

It was not 

found after 

the war; it 

was probably sent to Germany for its metal value. The town was recaptured after hard 

fighting by the 18th (Eastern) Division on 22 August 1918, this fine unit writing one of the 

last pages in its long involvement with Somme battles. A plaque on the Hotel de Ville says 

that at the end of the war, ‘there remained only the name, the glory and the ruins.’  
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After the war, the town was completely reconstructed, including widening and re-orienting 

the main streets. The Basilica, however, was faithfully rebuilt according to its original design 

by Eduoard Duthoit, the son of the architect who had overseen its construction in 1885–95. 

The present statue is an exact replica of Roze's original design, and a war memorial designed 

by Roze and featuring an image of the Leaning Virgin can be seen in the Abri (Shelter) 

Museum. The town became a centre for War Graves Commission work and was often visited 

by battlefield pilgrims. Later, an aircraft factory was built at Meaulte, producing twin-

engined Potez 630 aircraft for the French Air Force  

 
Albert remains an ideal centre for touring the battlefields but only for small groups; there is 

not enough hotel accommodation for large coach parties. It is a quarter town now that a 

southern bypass linking the Amiens and Bapaume roads has been constructed. The aircraft 

factory at Meaulte is still the principal employer currently making part of the fuselage for the 

European Airbus parts of Mirage fighters' wings and parts for Exocet missiles, some of which 

sank British ships off the Falklands in 1982.  

Albert has surprisingly few memorials to the wars. There is a Demarcation Stone at the side 

of the road to Amiens. It is accurately placed; the Germans advanced no further in 1918. The 

inscription on the base shows that the Somme département paid for the stone. The Machine 

Gun Corps Memorial takes the form of a plaque beside the front door of the Hotel de Ville; it 

was unveiled at Easter 1939, just in time for the Second World War. The Albert Communal 

Cemetery Extension is full of interest. It was built between August 1915 and January 1917 by 

medical units and units in the trenches bringing casualties back for burial. Nearly 900 men 

were buried during that period.  

  

 

 

 

Somme 1916 Museum – Albert                                                                N 50.0036  E 2.6480 

 

The Somme 1916 museum is based in a former crypt of the Basilica of Notre-Dame de 

Brebieres. Exhibits are displayed in an old underground passage dating from the 13th 

century. In 1938 it was opened and refurbished to act as an air-raid shelter for the town in 

World War 2. 

It opened as a museum on 1 July 1992. It is 10m underground; after descending 62 steps, a 

250 m long gallery finally emerges in the Jardin Public. The museum retraces soldiers' lives 

in the trenches during the Battle of the Somme offensive on 1 July 1916. 

Exceptionally rich in artefacts, the display cases are full of objects, equipment and period 

weapons. These showcases make it possible to understand the evolution of weapons and the 

appearance of new warfare techniques.  About fifteen scenes reconstructed in trenches are 

highly realistic and clearly show the life of French, British and Germans soldiers during 

World War I. 

The Musée Somme 1916 is for most people the museum to visit. 
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Carnoy to Montauban Battlefield                                           N 49.9931  E 2.7626 

 

The 18th Division was a Kitchener’s Army formation raised in August and September 1914 

primarily from battalions of Home Counties regiments. The division had been on the Somme 

since the summer of 1915, but this was their first major action. The front-line trenches of the 

55 Brigade comprised men from the 7th Queen’s, 7th Buffs, 7th Royal West Kents and 8th 

East Surreys.  All advanced precisely at 7:30 am on 1 July. The 8th East Surreys led off with 

a football. The battle is often remembered for Captain Neville of the 8th East Surreys 

encouraging his platoons into action by giving them footballs to kick across No Man’s Land.  

The main assault was on Breslau Trench, which was duly reached, and the men of the 55th 

Brigade began bombing their way up to communication trenches towards Montauban. The 

7th Royal West Kents and 7th Buffs reached the western edge of the village by the close of 

fighting that day. 

The village itself was captured by units of the 30th Division, attacking alongside units from 

the 18th Division to their right. The 16th and 17th Manchester (Manchester City Pals) 

assaulted Southern Trench and fought their way through the village to Montauban Alley, 

which they occupied and then fought off many counter-attacks. Overall, the attack on 

Montauban was very much a success, with minimal casualties compared to other areas along 

the 1 July front. This is primarily attributed to the fact there was a much greater concentration 

of heavy guns involved in the preliminary bombardment here. Loaned by the French, they 

effectively smashed the deep German strongpoints, and there was a slight problem with uncut 

wire. 

Two Old Xaverians, Pte Thomas Russell and Pte Charles Tolman, lost their lives in the 

initial assault on the German front line trenches within 30 minutes of the battle commencing 

 

 

 
 

Carnoy to Montauban 
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Lochnagar Crater                                                                                   N 50.0161  E 2.3973 

'Trou de mine' is the Lochnagar Crater formed when 60,000 lb (26.8 tons) of ammanol were 

exploded under the front of a German position known as the Schwaben Höhe two minutes 

before Zero Hour on 1 July. The name comes from a British communication trench, 

Lochnagar Street, so named by the 51st (Highland) Division, the first British unit to man 

these trenches in 1915. The explosive was placed in two chambers, resulting in most debris 

being blown away from the Crater to form an unusually wide 'lip' and leaving a particularly 

clean and open hole. The battalions involved were the 2nd and 3rd Tyneside Scottish on the 

La Boisselle side of the Crater and the 10th Lincolns (Grimsby 'Chums') and the 11th 

Suffolk’s (from Cambridge) to the south, all belonging to the 34th Division. The Crater was 

exploded at 7:28 am on 1 July 1916. At 7:30 am, The Tyneside Irish Battalion, family 

member -Pte Matthew Alexander Bonner's Battalion and Clapham Old Xaverian 2nd Lt 

Louis Frederick Byrne, lost their lives as 3000 men advanced from the Tara/Usna line 

across the Avoca valley towards La Boisselle and the Crater and on to Contalmaison. The 

detonation of the mine meant that the German machine guns were ready and waiting to pick 

them off.  The advancing soldiers could not run, fire from a standing position, or stop to help 

the wounded. They carried 30 kilos of equipment and marched to the beat of one large distant 

drum. Wave after wave of Geordies were cut down.  After 20 minutes, they got some cover 

when they reached their own front line but more or less immediately had to advance towards 

Sausage Valley.  The tunnel for the mine was reopened later in the day and the first troops of 

the 19th Division, two companies of the 9th Cheshire’s, came into the new Line through the 

tunnel. Only 50 men survived to march to Contalmaison. In total, the 21st Division sustained 

4,256 casualties. 

The Crater and lip remain unchanged today except for a very light covering of grass and a 

few small bushes. It is the largest mine crater in the area on the Western Front. The lip gives 

good views of the July 1916 battlefield, with La Boisselle village where German machine-

gunners were in such commanding positions and clearly shows the exposed slopes down 

which the Tyneside Irish tried to advance that morning.  

On 31 October 1998, whilst walking around the Crater, at the far side from the entrance, A 

Mr Drage of Colchester noticed what he thought might be the remains of a soldier’s boot, 

emerging from the chalk. The further examination discovered bones in a pair of boots. Mr 

Drage later visited a local cafe, 'Le Tommy'. He told the proprietor, Mr D Zanardi, who 

contacted the Commonwealth War Graves Commission after immediately going to the crater 

to see for himself.  After the French authorities had been informed and the relevant approvals 

had been given, the remains were exhumed on Tuesday 3 November 1998 and removed to the 

CWGC mortuary at Beaurains. The remains consisted of a human skeleton, the skull of which 

was broken. Various items of army kit were found with the remains, including a rifle, bullets 

and water bottle, and personal items, including a pipe mouthpiece, a silver pen holder and a 

cut-throat folding razor. After three weeks of seeking the soldier's name, the razor held the 

key to identifying the remains. Every soldier was required to shave daily. Soldiers looked 

after their razors and were extremely unlikely to loan them to another soldier. The closed 

razor found with the remains had George's name and service number etched into the blade. 

When it was eventually opened, they identified the remains as those of Private George 

Nugent. He was reburied, with military honours, at Ovillers Military Cemetery on 1 July 

2000, 84 years after he was killed in battle.  

 



36 
 

Contalmaison                                                                                            N 50.0237  E 2.7296 

Contalmaison once had a château, no longer there, which housed the German HQ before the 

village's fall and the cellars of which were later used by the British as a Dressing Station. 

Contalmaison Château Cemetery was started in the château grounds and was used throughout 

the summer of 1916 and again, briefly, in August 1918. 

A further forty-seven graves were added after the war to make 289 graves. Still, the cemetery 

retains its ‘battlefield’ character, and its prolonged use in 1916 is reflected in the great variety 

of regimental badges on the headstones.  

There is one V.C. grave, 

that of Private W. H. 

Short of the 8th Green 

Howards. He won his 

V.C. for action well 

north of here on 6 

August in which he was 

mortally wounded, and 

it was quite by chance 

that he was brought 

back to Contalmaison, 

the scene of his 

Battalion’s earlier 

success. he fought with 

great gallantry, although 

mortally wounded, 

throwing and priming 

hand grenades.  His 

grave is in Plot 2, Row 

B. The cemetery is 

pleasantly situated; it is 

close to the village 

centre but surrounded 

by small grass fields 

and mature trees which 

once formed the park of 

the now disappeared 

château. On the edge of 

the village, on the 

Mametz road, is Bell’s Redoubt dedicated to Second Lieutenant Bell, the Green Howards 

V.C. He was the only professional footballer to win the V.C.  
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Pozières                                                                                                      N 50.0386  E 2.7249 

The location of this large village was significant for two reasons – its situation on the 

Bapaume Road and its dominance on the crest of the extensive high ground known as the 

Pozières Ridge. It was the final objective of the 8th Division on 1 July, but the attack did not 

progress a yard beyond the German barbed wire at Ovillers and Mash Valley a mile and a 

half away. 

After the most intense fighting, the 1st Australian Division eventually took Pozières on 25 

July. The Australian attack was from the south because this was now the flank of the main 

battle area. The 2nd Australian Division then took over and slowly pressed the Germans back 

still further to complete the capture of the actual crest on 5 August. Together with the 4th 

Australian Division, these two divisions later fought in the Mouquet Farm area, suffered 

casualties of 701 officers and 22,592 men during consistently heavy fighting; this was 

approximately 60 per cent of the strength of the Australian infantry into action. Five 

Australians won V.C.s here. 

This resulted in a powerful bond between Australia and Pozières which still exists. A 

container of soil was taken from here to the Australian National War Memorial at Canberra. 

Approximately 8,000 Australians died in and near Pozières. There are two memorials at the 

south end of the village. The small King’s Royal Rifle Corps Memorial is by the side of the 

main road, dedicated to its thirteen battalions that fought on the Somme. 

A little back from the road, on the other side, stands the impressive 1st Australian Division 

Memorial. Over the road are the partially excavated remains of a house that the Germans had 

fortified with concrete. It was known as Fort Gibraltar and was a crucial point in the central 

German defence line here. There is an observation platform, display panels and a Ross 

Bastiaan plaque, which help the visitor understand the tactical situation at this critical place. 

On the main road back to Albert, outside the village is the Pozières British Cemetery and 

Memorial, with its imposing gateway and cemetery architecture. Clapham Old Xaverian 

Rifleman Leonard Yates is remembered here.  The cemetery started as a simple battlefield 

in 1916. The Germans buried fifty-seven of their soldiers here in 1918, but their graves were 

removed after the war to leave just 270 British wartime graves. After the war, the site near 

the main road was a concentration cemetery, and nearly 2,500 new graves were collected 

from the surrounding area to make a new total of 2,733. Almost exactly half of these are 

‘unknowns’, but it is known that 690 Australians and 218 Canadians are among the dead. 

One Australian V.C. is buried here (although he had English parents); Sergeant C. C. 

Castleton of the Australian Machine Gun Corps killed in July 1916 while bringing wounded 

men in from No Man’s Land. His grave is in Plot 4, Row L. There are also two brothers, 

Privates J. W. and R. Christy, who were killed on the same day in January 1917. They are 

now buried together at the left-hand end of Row G of Plot 2.   

Pozières is popular with visitors, partly for the interest of the places and partly for the café on 

the main road, which provides refreshments and some wonderful wartime wall photographs. 

The owner has created a collection of real battlefield hardware and an imitation trench behind 

the cafe.’Le Tommy’. 
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Fricourt                                                                                                     N 49.9970  E 2.7136 

Fricourt was the only place in this sector where the British failed on 1 July and sustained 

1,115 casualties. It was not in the plan for Fricourt to be attacked frontally that morning; it 

was hoped that advances on either side of the village would encircle it and lead to its fall 

later. The Fricourt British Cemetery (Bray Road) is right in the middle of the old No Man’s 

Land where ‘A’ Company of the 7th Green Howards was facing the village, with orders not 

to move. But the company attacked for reasons which were never explained, and 108 of its 

140 men became casualties. Eighty-nine men of the Green Howards died in this and later 

actions that day and were buried in a large shell hole which is now the centre of the cemetery. 

The headstones are arranged in symbolic rows and are not directly above individual graves. 

Further burials took place later, and there are now 132 graves. The Green Howards later 

erected a timber memorial listing the names of their dead. This was a common practice, but 

its replacement by the present granite memorial actually inside the cemetery was a rare 

concession against standard War Graves Commission procedure. The people of Fricourt 

chose to remember an officer of another battalion, Major R. G. Raper of the 8th South 

Staffords. Major Raper was a solicitor from Battle, Sussex, and a former Territorial officer. 

His diary entries were written before the attack, forecast that ‘it may be the most significant 

battle the world has ever known. He showed anxiety about his task, leading bombing parties 

to clear the village and the nearby wood on the second day of the battle.  

The village fell quickly that next morning and the Battalion took more than 100 German 

prisoners, but more vigorous opposition was met in the wood and Major Raper was killed. 

His body was carried back and buried in a solitary grave just over the road from where the 

Green Howards were buried in their shell hole. His family made a private grave there after 

the war. The people of Fricourt saw Major Raper as the liberator of their village and named a 

road after him (and another after the town of Ipswich, which adopted Fricourt). The Raper 

family also gave a sum of money to help rebuild the church. It was not until 1965 that the 

family allowed the War Graves Commission to exhume Major Raper’s body and bury it in its 

present position in the back row of the cemetery. A plaque inside the church states that the 

Stations of the Cross are in memory of Major Raper. Also in the church is the 17th (Northern) 

Division’s 1914–18 memorial commemorating the 494 officers and 8,421 other ranks of the 

division who died in France and Belgium. Parishioners placed a statue of St Joan of Arc 

above the memorial; she was burned for witchcraft in 1431 by English soldiers at Rouen!! 

 

Fricourt Village 

The road junction at the south end of Fricourt was the scene of one of the unsung British 

achievements of 1916 - the way that supplies services were maintained over a network of 

minor country lanes and tracks. The little road from Bray to the south, which passed through 

Fricourt village, became one of the principal arteries of the 1916 battle. A census was taken at 

the crossroads on 21 and 22 July recorded: 26,536 troops, 63 guns, 2,746 mechanical 

vehicles, 6,162 horse-drawn vehicles, 5,404 single horses and 1,043 men on pedal cycles – 

the passing traffic in just under twenty-four hours. 
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Fricourt German Cemetery.                                                                   N 50.0044  E 2.7143 

This is the only German cemetery on or near the British part of the 1916 battlefield. The 

Germans were given just this one site after the war to bury all their dead in this area. In the 

late 1960s, only wooden crosses were starting to deteriorate, but these have now been 

replaced by permanent black metal crosses, most of which carry four names. A few 

headstones with the Star of David mark the graves of the Jewish soldiers. There are 17,026 

Germans buried in the cemetery, 5,056 in the main cemetery plots and 11,970 in the mass 

graves at the back. A survey of dates on the crosses indicates that about 5,000 graves are 

from 1916 and a similar number from 1918, with smaller numbers from 1914 and 1915. It 

might be thought surprising that there are not more 1916 graves. Still, a general rule during 

the war was that the side which was advancing in a battle had both the opportunity and 

inclination to identify and bury its dead but usually disposed of enemy bodies with much less 

care. The bodies of many more German soldiers from 1916 still lie under the Somme fields. 

Baron Manfred von Richthofen – The Red Baron was buried here. (Top Right 7th Row grave 

12 - now occupied by Sebastian Paustian). It was reported that Cedric Popkin of an 

Australian anti-aircraft machine-gun company probably fired the shot that killed him in the 

skies above the Somme River near Sailley–le Sac. The Allies buried Manfred von Richthofen 

in a small military cemetery in Bertangles, France, with full military honours. He was 25 

years old at the time of his death. His body was later moved to the larger Fricourt cemetery. 

In 1925, it was moved again, at the behest of his brother, Karl Bolko, this time to Berlin, 

where he was buried at Invaliden Cemetery in a large state funeral. In a time of wooden and 

fabric aircraft, when 20 air victories ensured a legendary pilot status, the Red Baron downed 

80 enemy aircraft. He went down in history as one of the greatest heroes to emerge from 

World War I on either side of the conflict.         
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Mametz Wood & The Welsh Memorial                                                  N 50.0141  E 2.7565 

Mametz Wood is a large wood on the left flank of the open ground on which the next major 

attack was planned to take place on 14 July, which required the wood to be captured first. An 

opportunity to take it immediately after the 1 July attack was missed and the Germans soon 

put a battalion of the crack Lehr Regiment and other units into it. It was the usual dense 

Somme wood, a large central mass with several irregularly shaped spurs attached; it also 

contained several trenches well protected by barbed wire. The story of Mametz Wood is the 

story of the 38th (Welsh) Division which was composed of the Welsh equivalent of ‘Pals’ 

battalions. The division was very much the creation of Lloyd George, who had persuaded 

Kitchener to accept his nominations for many of the senior posts, including that of the 

divisional commander. 

The capture of Mametz Wood was the division’s first major task since arriving in France in 

December 1915. But the initial attack, a weak attempt from due east on 7 July, failed, and the 

divisional commander was relieved two days later. Using the whole division and under more 

forceful command, a new effort took place from the southwest at dawn on 10 July. It took the 

Welshmen two days of bitter fighting to clear the wood at the cost of nearly 4,000 casualties, 

including seven battalion commanders. The division was then withdrawn and took no further 

part in the 1916 battle. It had been a bloody, traumatic experience for this untried division. Its 

eventual success made a valuable contribution to the ability of General Rawlinson to launch 

his next major operation.  

There is no proper road to Mametz Wood but a long track running from Mametz village to 

Bazentins. Just south of the track from Mametz was where the most senior of six general 

officers to die on the Somme in 1916 was killed. This was Major-General E. C. Ingouville-

Williams, CB, DSO (‘Inky-Bill’ to his troops). His 34th Division had suffered the heaviest 

divisional casualties of the day on 1 July. Still, he was considered one of the ablest of the 

younger generals. He was killed when hit by a shell on 22 July. The division’s War Diary 

says that he was reconnoitring ground with his ADC; records show his men ‘hooted with 

scorn when the rumour spread that Ingouville-Williams had been killed while souvenir 

hunting. 

Further along, the track is the 38th (Welsh) Division Memorial erected in 1986, a belated 

tribute to the harsh Welsh experience here and evidence of the continuing fascination with the 

1916 battlefield. A defiant dragon stands on the memorial facing Mametz Wood; the 

inscription in Welsh translates as: Let us respect their endeavours. Let our memories live on. 

Through the efforts of my friend, David, who I took to this site, the Memorial is now 

maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

A good view is available from the bank behind the memorial, both of the wood and the valley 

along which the track continues northwards to Bazentin. That track became one of the main 

supply and reinforcement arteries for the continuing battle and was used by thousands of 

British soldiers. The track up to this point followed the Willow Stream from Fricourt and 

became known to British soldiers as Happy Valley. It branched here; the part following the 

stream into Caterpillar Valley was still Happy Valley to the troops, but the one going north 

from here towards the battlefield became Death Valley 
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Flatiron Copse Cemetery                                                                        N 50.0198  E 2.7583 

So named from a small piece of woodland on the opposite side of the track. It is most 

attractively located, on a slope, with Mametz Wood behind. The headstones are not of the 

standard type of Portland stone but appear to be soft granite. Although their colour is grey 

rather than the usual white, they do not suffer so much from the green staining, affecting 

white headstones in wet seasons. The line of the northern boundary wall was almost exactly 

the line on which the left battalions of the 7th Division – the 8th DeVon’s and 2nd Border – 

deployed for their successful dawn attack against Bazentin on 14 July. A Dressing Station 

was established soon after that date and made the 373 graves in the continuous rows, which 

now form Plot 1. The remainder of the cemetery is post-war concentrations from the 

surrounding battlefields, and there are now 1,522 graves. One Victoria Cross grave, Corporal 

E. Dwyer, 1st East Surreys, won the VC at Hill 60 near Ypres in April 1915; he was killed 

near Guillemont in September 1916. His grave is in Plot 3, Row J, in the right centre of the 

cemetery. However, the most remarkable feature of the cemetery is the graves of three sets of 

brothers buried together. Plot 1, Row D, are Privates Ernest and Herbert Philby of the 

Middlesex Regiment in one of the original rows. The brothers enlisted together at Ealing and 

served in the 1/8th before being transferred to the 1st Middlesex. The two Philbys died on 21 

August 1916 when their Battalion suffered twenty-three casualties through poison-gas 

shelling in Mametz Wood. The other two sets of brothers are both in the concentration part of 

the cemetery behind the Stone of Remembrance and were both casualties of the Welsh 

Division’s fight for Mametz Wood in July. Lieutenants Arthur and Leonard Tregaskis of the 

16th Welch (Cardiff City Battalion) are buried in Plot 6, Row G, and Corporal T. and Lance-

Corporal H. Hardwidge are buried in Plot 8, Row F; they served in the 15th Welch 

Carmarthenshire Battalion.  

It is in the field next to this cemetery that I kicked a clump of earth to reveal a spent .303 

cartridge case that had previously lain untouched for over 100 years. 

 

Delville Wood – South African Memorial                                             N 50.0243  E 2.8104 

Known as Devil’s Wood, an area where the fighting was particularly ferocious. It was a tract 

of woodland, nearly 1-kilometre square, the western edge of which touched the village of 

Longueval. In July 1916, three South African battalions fought continuously for six days and 

suffered heavy casualties. The South African Brigade had gone into battle on 15th July 1915 

with 121 officers and 3,032 other ranks. A roll call on 21st July numbered only 29 officers 

and 751 other ranks. On 18 July, they were forced back and on the evening of the 20th, the 

survivors, a mere handful of men, were relieved. On 27 July, the 2nd Division retook the 

wood and held it until 4 August, when the 17th Division took it over. On 18 and 25 August, it 

was finally cleared of all German resistance by the 14th (Light) Division. The wood was then 

held until the end of April 1918 when it was lost during the German advance but was retaken 

by the 38th (Welsh) Division on the following 28 August.  

South Africa purchased the site in 1920, and it serves as a memorial to South Africans who 

fell, not just here but elsewhere. The original memorial, unveiled in 1926, commemorates 

10,000 war dead from the Great War and is surmounted by a statue of a horse and two men. 

This was intended to represent the two races of the Union of South Africa.  
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Caterpillar Valley (New Zealand) Memorial Longueval                     N 50.0262  E 2.7921      

 

In September 1916, the New Zealand Division joined the battle, having arrived in the Somme 

area in April 1916 following their return from the Gallipoli campaign.  

With 55 of the British Army’s 58 divisions fated to take part in the Battle of the Somme, it 

was only a matter of time before the New Zealand Division received the call to join the fight  

New Zealand troops endured 23 days of unbroken fighting – the longest of any division on 

the Somme. The casualty figures were devastating – of the 15,000 New Zealanders who 

fought at the Somme in northern France, 6000 were wounded and 2000 killed. More than half 

of the dead have no known grave. For New Zealand, the Battle of the Somme was the biggest 

tragedy in its history. 

On the east side of the cemetery is the CATERPILLAR VALLEY (NEW ZEALAND) 

MEMORIAL, commemorating more than 1,200 officers and men of the New Zealand 

Division who died in the Battles of the Somme in 1916 and whose graves are not known. 

The New Zealand infantry entered the Battles of the Somme on 11 September, when their 

Division took over the line between Delville Wood and High Wood. They were to take part 

in the Fourth Army attack of 15 September, which was to penetrate North and East towards 

Bapaume. The Battle of Flers-Courcelette lasted from 15 to 22 September. Despite the 

2nd (Otago) Regiment making good ground on the morning of 15 September, the war diary 

for the unit indicates that it was by no means easy and the resistance they encountered was 

severe. The war diary states that… ‘officers and men soon began to drop as far as I can judge 

from machine gun fire’ and ‘there is little doubt that our own shells hit some’. As with all 

things relating to the Somme Offensive of 1916, the loss of life was significant and the 

endurance required to cope in these circumstances is hard to comprehend. 

On the first day, New Zealand and the 41st Divisions captured the village of Flers, and 

progress was made on the following days. The attack was renewed on 25 September (Battle 

of Morval), and the New Zealand Division captured Factory Corner on the road between 

Gueudecourt and Eaucourt-l'Abbaye. By 1 October, they had taken Gird Trench, Circus 

Trench and Gird Support to the North of that road. They returned from the battle on 4 

October and went North on 10th and 11th. The New Zealand Division had fought for 23 

consecutive days. They advanced more than two miles and captured five miles of the enemy 

front line. They took nearly 1,000 prisoners and many machine guns, but they brought back 

all their machine and Lewis guns and lost under twenty prisoners. Their casualties were 

7,000, and of these, 1,560 were killed in action or died of wounds. 
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Tank Memorial Poziers        N50.0447  E 2.7363 

 

This memorial commemorates the first use of a tank in 

modern warfare.  Winston Churchill as the first lord of the 

Admiralty wanted to use a water tank as a surprise weapon 

to break the stalemate of the Western Front.  

Despite not being tested, enough tanks went into action on 

the night of the 14th of September after assembling at 

Trones Wood to launch their first attack.  The following 

day at the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, tanks went into 

action as part four of the Somme offensive.  The obelisk 

with its four miniature tanks is a memorial to the fallen of 

the first Tank Corps and its fence consists of ten upright 6 

pounder tank gun barrels with tank driving chains mounted 

across them. 

The obelisk is on the site where the first tanks were 

seen.  Despite making an early impact on the German lines, 

the tanks were not ready for concerted action, and the 

initial breakthrough could not be followed up. 

 

                                                                                                    

Butte de Warlencourt      N 50.0763  E 2.7954 

 

This prehistoric burial mound near the village of Warlencourt marks the extent of the Allied 

advance in the Battle of the Somme. Although the Butte was of little real strategic 

importance, it had become a symbol to many soldiers, who believed it was vital to capture it. 

In 1990 the site was in danger of being lost to local farming until the  Western Front 

Association purchased the mound for posterity.  

A memorial placed by the WFA on the mound reads: “This ancient artificial mound, the 

Butte de Warlencourt, marks the limit of the British advance in the Battle of the Somme in 

1916. Dominating the battlefield, the Germans were strongly fortified and withstood 

successive fierce attacks by the British 47th, 9th and 50th Divisions in October and 

November. On the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line in February 1917, it passed into 

British hands, only to be retaken in the German offensive of March 1918. On the 25th August 

1918, during the final Allied offensive, it was reoccupied by the British 21st Division without 

opposition.”  

 

                                      



44 
 

                                                                     

 

 

 

The Battle of the Somme stretched 14 miles from Gommercourt in the North to Maricourt in 

the South. The main objective of the offensive was to advance from Albert to Bapaume. After 

140 days of fierce fighting, the Allies reached Warlencourt. 
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The position of 19 Divisions of the Allied Forces on day one - a total of 260,000 

Soldiers  
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Getting there: 

Leaving the Greater London area about 6:00 am by car and travelling on the M25 & M20, it 

is possible to board a train in Eurotunnel Folkestone at about 8 am. Arriving in Calais, with 

the I hour added, about 9:30 am local time. The Arras and Somme area can be reached in just 

over one hour on the A26 toll road 

There are over 300 Hotels in Arras of all sizes and prices. The same can be said for 

Restaurants with over 60 in the City Centre. 

The choice in Albert is far less with only 2 Hotels of any size and small Restaurant’s that 

must be booked in advance - however, it is my favourite place, being in the heart of the 

Somme. 

When visiting the Cemeteries and Memorials, check the Grid References provided with 

Google Maps to find the exact location. 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission website: https://www.cwgc.org/  provides detailed 

plans of all graveyards and memorial sites to find the Plot, the Bay or Panel of individuals 

referenced in this booklet.  

 

 

 

https://www.cwgc.org/
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Our 106 World War One fallen heroes … their glory shall not be blotted out 

 

 

Sixty-two are buried in known graves in France, Belgium, England, Ireland, Switzerland, 

Iraq, Egypt, Palestine, Russia, Israel and Greece. 

The burial site of the remaining forty-four is known only to God. 

                                                                                                              

David Horace Anderson 

Walter Atherton 

Gerald Wolstan Baillon 

Charles Barsby 

Leonard Gloyn Brett 

Francis Brooks 

John Raiman Bunting 

Bernard A Carroll 

Kenneth Gordon Cumming 

Bernard Anniss Davey 

Frank Henry Doe 

AB August Enright 

Augustin Fockeu 

James Fox 

Laurence Henry Gibbs 

Patrick Joseph Herlihy 

Reginald Hughes 

Francis William Jackson 

Austin William Jukes 

Gerald Lawrence Lesmond 

Joseph Howard Lofthouse 

John McKenzie 

Cyril Edward McLaughlin 

Pierre Milandre 

Frederick O’ Donnell 

Albert Patrick Palmer 

Austin Peers 

Rene Reuze 

Thomas Russell 

Cornelius Sheehan 

William Francis Squires 

William Sullivan 

Edward Oglivie Turnbull 

Alan Brook Walton 

Thomas Whiclelow 

Joseph Charles Young 

Edward Joseph Andrews 

Robert Axtell 

Ernst James Ballard 

Alec Scot Barthorpe 

Harry Brewer 

Clifford William Buchanan 

Louis Frederick Byrne 

Bernard Cotter 

Joseph Francis Cunningham 

Oliver d’Argoeuves 

William Edmund Downey 

Albert Fisher 

Frederick Foote 

Geoffrey William Freeman 

Charles Keith Grant 

William Arthur Hill 

Henry de Warren Hunt  

Arthur Herbert Johnson  

Algernon Kirkland 

Fritz Alexander Levey 

Patrick Joseph McCullagh 

Edmund C McLaughlin 

Felix Joseph McSweeney 

Walter J Napier 

William J O’Malley 

Denis Pastre 

Helio Pereira 

John Rice 

Thomas Francis Russell 

Henry James Simmons 

George Edward Stevens 

John Joseph Sutherland 

George V Vainstein  

Cecil Alberic Warre 

Ambrose Joseph Wilkinson 

John Clifford Andrews 

Hubert Percy Bailey 

Andre Barral 

Gerald Francis Brady 

Frederick Henry Broad 

Henry Edmund Bulbeck 

Daniel John Cannan 

John F Cronin 

Albert Dagge 

Ralph de Normanville Guy 

Clifford Wilfred Elliot 

John Elrick Flanagan 

Edward Fox 

Harold Cecil Gardiner 

George Herlihy 

Patrick Hogan 

John Jackson 

Jules Judah 

Dion Albert Lardner 

Percy Liddington 

William Joseph McGrath 

William R McLaughlin 

Randal R McSweeney 

Sydney Joseph Norris 

Reginald Page-Green 

Charles Paull 

John William Potter 

Anthony Gerald Roberts 

Charles Jesram Salmon 

Walter Sydney Stevens 

John Charles Spencer 

Charles Tolman 

Aonguo Walsh 

Wallace John Welsford 

Leonard A Yates 
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