Comprehensive School from 1975-89

In 1975 Clapham College Grammar School amalgamated with the nearby St.
Gerards RC Secondary Modern on Clapham Road to become Clapham College
School for Boys RC Comprehensive. Both were voluntary aided, Inner London
Education Authority/ RC Diocese managed secondary schools. In line with the
general move to comprehensive education and the RC dioceses reacting to a
fall in expected numbers after the baby boom.

The St Gerads site was closed, sold and demolished. The staff and pupils
moved to the Clapham College site. The incumbent headmaster of St. Gerard’s,
Mr. M. Gleeson, became headmaster of the new amalgamated school with two
deputy heads: Mr C. Pocock (pastoral) the incumbent head of the grammar
school and Mr Price (administrative). Mr Price retired and was replaced twice
latterly by Mr Fagen around 1981. New buildings having been built on the
playing fields at the back of the old Clapham College Nightingale Lane site and
the eponymously named 'Old Buildings' having been reconditioned.

The new main entrance was on Malwood Road. The new school's initial 'first
year' intake was in 1976. Here it continued until 1985 when the site was
designated as the site of the new Saint Francis Xavier Sixth Form College.

A huge culture clash existed between the ethos of St Gerads and Clapham
College. Management styles were very different, with levels of teaching skill
and performance differing greatly. The board of governors was more focused
on faith issues than education. This all caused a great deal of staff tension and
rivalry during the short time the school was in existence. This was reflected in
the difficulties with pupil discipline and severe under-performance by many
staff and poor top streams exam results. A number of incidents of a very dark
nature occurred which were largely hushed up and are beyond the scope of
this piece. Any one of which today, may well have led to newspaper headlines.

The school was never a 'happy' place. Neither for staff nor pupils. The final
years of Clapham College School for Boys were even more miserable. In July
1985 the school closed on the site to re-open that September on the site of the
former Notre Dame Girls School, Battersea. Under Mr Sparks as Headteacher.
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