
Remembrance Day Mass - November 8th 2015 

A service to Remember our fallen compatriots of Clapham College and all those killed by War. The 
115 we know “Died in Action”; 65 in WW1 and 50 in WW2 

The MASS marks the 101st Anniversary of the start World War One and the 70 th Anniversary 
of the end of World War Two. 



Why should we remember? Why should we recall the events that happened so long ago?                               
At the time, the War reached out and touched almost everyone ’s life in some way or other.                   
Children grew up in the shadow of battle, their fathers absent or lost.                                                        
Women became directly involved, picking up the work as the men went off to fight.                                       
Men enlisted, were called up, in millions; sent to fight in places they had never heard of.                                    
It was a global struggle. Life changed forever. Nothing was ever the same again.                                        
Modern weapons rapidly caused heavy casualties and laid waste to whole communities.                          
Soldiers went to ground, digging trenches that soon began to feel almost permanent.                                 
Quote of a wife & mother - reflecting on the birth of her baby after her husband died on                               
the Somme“. I felt that I didn’t want to live, I’d no wish to live at all, because the world                                    

This was “their” school, “our” school - Clapham College. Every 

one of the C.O.X. “heroes” would recognise this photograph. 
Two Ceramic poppies from the 

“Field of Poppies” the “Blood 

Swept Lands and Seas of RED” 

at the Tower of London in 2014 

are mounted either side of our 

Rolls of Honour. 

The new WWI Roll of Honour 

with a dozen more Clapham boys 

remembered and honoured 

The “new” look of the Chapel Wall - a lasting memorial to the Clapham College War Dead. 

That hour has come ; As has that day 

The Sunday's awe; The dead are still dead 

The fighting carries on; The dying, continue die 

Sacrifice - Brotherhood - Death 

Till next year then ... 11.11; At 11am                   [James Love]  

 

The Sacristy Light -                

Daniel O’Connell - Irish Human 

Civil Rights Activist. 



They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 

From Laurence Binyon's poem For the Fallen, written in 1920 

 

“There was none that gave them ill-word, for they feared God greatly. So they            
      passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for them on the other side.”  

Brother John T. Hart (Capistran) 1923 to 2015 On Wednesday 

morning, 20th Oct 2015 John Hart cpx passed away. Brother John was known to the Clapham 

Xaverians as Bro. John of the Xaverian hierarchy who came and supported the English brothers in the 
period when Bradley House, Mayfield and later the house in Manchester had to be disposed of. In 2003 
he single-handedly organised the closure of the big house in Strawberry Hill Road . He spoke at a Xaverian 
Lunch at the Oval and had great plans to protect the Mayfield Cemetery. He cared for Brother               
Christopher in his last year of life in Manchester and had an interesting and varied life. + May he RIP + 

Sergeant Gerald O’Leary RAF, was born in 1908 and joined Clapham College in 1917. His Halifax bomber 

was shot down over Normandy on 3rd June 1944 and he is buried at St Desir War Cemetery near Caen. 

Gerald’s son Patrick [one of twins who never saw their father] and Robert, and one of his grandsons, are 

with us today, to witness Gerald’s name finally added to the College’s Roll of Honour. + May he R.I.P. + 

              Added to our Rolls of Honour in 2015 [17]                                           
John Jackson + John McKenzie + Maurice Beghin + 
Johnny Hillinger + William Buchanan + Albert Fisher + 
Alphonse Fockeu + Wilfred Elliott + Aonguo Walsh + 
Gaston Behaeghe + Joseph Cunningham +                  
John Flanagan + [on the NEW WWI Board] 

Gerald O’Leary + Anthony Hoar + Charles Tinniswood + 
Patrick O’Dwyer Hulley + [Added to the WW2 Board] 

Not on the Boards Lieut. Alec Barthorpe RIP Somme 24.04.1918  

The Chapel 2014—100 plus Xaverians at  the 100 Year Anniversary of the beginning of WWI . 



Over the past  three years COXA have worked tirelessly to remember the Brothers who taught 

them for all those years. The work at renovating the cemetery at Mayfield is a fitting legacy of 

the love and respect we have for those men who dedicated their lives to Education and Christ  

THE LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS  

UNKNOWN AND 

YET WELL 

KNOWN,  DYING 

AND BEHOLD 

WE LIVE  

GREATER LOVE 

HATH NO MAN 

THAN THIS  

IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE 

                                             John Maxwell Edmonds Poem, [1918] 

  “When you go home, Tell them of us, And say, For your tomorrow we gave our today”. 

The final resting place of 

Aircraftman Des Hodges 

RAF, one of dozens of   

Clapham servicemen on our 

Rolls of Honour who have 

been visited, and honoured 

by the Old Boys as a sign of 

respect of their ultimate 

sacrifice. + May they RIP + 

Take a moment and 

say a Prayer for our 

classmates, who sat in 

the same desks as us, 

not knowing that their 

lives would move in a 

totally different        

direction than our own. 


