
The College Changes – New buildings – change to 6th Form College 

Although the College was a Xaverian one with Brothers teaching, most 
were laymen. However, until 1970, when Cecil Pocock took over as 
Headmaster from Br. Peter (Peter Nolasco), the Head had always been a 
Brother. 

Comprehensive school from 1975–89 

In 1975 Clapham College amalgamated with the nearby St. Gerard's RC 
Comprehensive to become Clapham College RC Comprehensive. The 
headmaster of St. Gerard’s, Mr. M. Gleeson, became headmaster of the 
new school and Mr. Pocock deputy head.  

New buildings were erected at the back of the Nightingale Lane site and 
the old ones reconditioned. The combined school was then on one site 
with 1000 boys on the roll. Here it continued until 1985 when the site was 
designated as the site of the new Saint Francis Xavier 6th Form College. 
The last years of Clapham College were not the best ones. 

In July 1985 the school closed on the Clapham site to re-open in 
September on the site of the former Notre Dame Girls School, Battersea. 
The new St. Francis Xavier College opened in September. The relocated 
Clapham College took the years 2–5 pupils and some sixth formers; other 
sixth-formers, like some of the teachers, stayed in Clapham at the SFX 
College. The relocated school was initially based in two locations. The 
Notre Dame Girls School and another building opposite (ILEA building?) 
which housed the classes for the boys in years 2 and 3. The school 
moved from this second site when space became available at the main 
Notre Dame site as the older years left and the numbers dwindled. In July 
1989 the school closed. 

Sixth Form College in 1985 

The St. Francis Xavier Sixth-Form College now occupies the Nightingale 
Lane site (though its entrance is on Malwood Road). It offers an 
education to those aged 16–19 and gives priority to students from the 
eight Catholic secondary schools in the Boroughs of Lambeth, Southwark 
and Wandsworth (Bishop Thomas Grant, John Paul II, La Retraite, Notre 
Dame, St Michael’s, St Thomas the Apostle, Sacred Heart, and Salesian) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Francis_Xavier_College_(England)

