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e : Clapham Coliege,

ég.: Ny :
&$§%0, Nightingale Lane,
&
‘boe" _ . London, S.W.4.
Dear Brother Martin, March 2Ist./H9,

T have been informed
that Clepham advenced a loan of £300 to
Manchester., This 1s confirmed in our books
end the dete glven 1s Dec.,8th, 1942,

, fow thet Manchester 1isg
overflowing with milk snd honey, thenks To
Clapham's helo without interest, would you
kindly help Clephem by returning the £3%00 7

|3

s conélderable
cmount of repsirs and deco stion to be done
for which we cannot ask the London County
counclil to pay; the above cash will greatly
help to cover the cost.

™

{

k&Y Y . ey
e neve

3

I presume &ll 18 golng
well et X.C. Henchesler; mey it prosper.

Yours sincerely in Xt.,

/ffﬁf //Z///%%%;’%"%l/ |
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a\“"}\w‘i  Clapham College,

<A o .
NN 11, Nightingale Lane,
u*@‘\ (e\eQ > N ! R
)
o ~ Clapham Common, SW.4.

November 9th, 1940

Dear Aloysius,

We had a further visitation last night.

One dropped in the Mansions' Garden just behind the Lab.

The Lab roof is damage ALL the glass has gone and one of the
walls is cracked., I am afrald that nothing can be done about it.

Appromimately 100 windows have goune in the school and Lab block.

6 windows are missing in the main building.

The other dropped in the garden of Westbury and a number of w1ndows
are missing in Hollywood. 50 if you have any would be consumptives
you had better send them here for a fregh air cure.

The Nuns have lost nearly all their windows at the back and several
ceilings.

Jemtoury is a mess as far as windows are concerned. One lady
~was killed there by flying glass.

I shall require a new heart before long.

This is the second visitation this week we had another shower
on Wednesday evening.

I think that it ds about time that I had 10 days' leave from the
trenches

T AR G S SH G A T D S D CH B T SR DD G R e S e D ey SR T TR A WD G T .. B D TR S T A SO W S e

1 forgot to mention that the greenhouse down the garden has lost
a deal of itg glass,

In fact it is all best described as sz MESS.
However we are all here to tell the tale.

Canon Thompson kindly called this morning to enquire whether I
wag safe and sound,

12 were dropped in the vicinity.

I hope to see you soon and let me know when you are coming
in the meantime pray for the Clapham Community

Yours sincerely
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November 9th, 1940 4, %
bl

Dear Brother Alphonse,

We had a further visitation last evening.

One dropped in the Mansion Grounds Just by the lab. The Lab
roof is a mess and so is the Lab. About 100 panes of glass have
disappeared from the School and Lab blocks, and 6 from the main buildi
Hollvwood has lost its share. The once conservatory is very airy and

greenhouse down the garden is hadly g hothouse. - The second bomb
‘dropped in the garden of Westbury One lady was killed there .
: The whole thing is best described as a mess. However we are

all here to tell the tale.
] 3 of Mrs Mason's friends were kllled last nlyht in the street
‘next to hers.
- We had a ahower on Nednesday evenlnw too. I understand
thﬂt 12 were dropped..“ - e

‘aue ajeduinydiN

I shall requlre a new heart 1f we have much more

Cheerio, and in the medntlme you had better all
pray hard for the good estate of the Clapham Communlty

%@W A A MW

"7'A'S ‘uopuot
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C!apham College,
nghtmgale Lane,
‘ London, S W.4.

Sunday, Oct, 20th, 1940

Dear Brother AlQhOﬁ 3@,

. Just a brief note to tell what: vou @oC&Qed
by not sleeping here last night.

At 9-40 & large bomb landed just opposite
to my bedroom on the very edge of the Common-
the earth was piled up to the edge of the rail-
ings on our side of the road. ‘

By a miracle we all escaped injury and the

material damage Lo our property ls agrpr131nwly

small. 3

One of the fGrecian Vases on the top @a”apef
is no longer there and an otheerngon of the ¢
Gate post came down. The ceiling of my office
and the room next door look as though they do
not need much more to bring them down.

Another Bomik landed in Alderbrook Road
and. has rendered many of the houses uninhabitab
le - here again there were no casualities
The back of the Nanslons has lost about %O
of the window glass. The end of the classrooms
has two paneu migsing and a l&rg; pane in the
~Hollywood ! ona@rvatory s missing. ‘
I was in bed at the time and T was lifted
up about A ins. in the air the house gimply
« swayed ‘ ;
A third bomb lﬂﬁdﬁﬁ Just on ‘the other side
of The Avenue among the trees. ‘
What next? . . L
I must say that I felt a bit shaken,
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The Assessment has been reduced to £100
I will let you know more about that in a day
or HO. ) ;

In the meantime don't forget to
‘pray for the Clapham Community

Yours sincerely
f@ﬁ #

Your @rayers arefaske§ﬁf0r John Mc3weeney
the lad from the Hostel who died this morning
~at 4 s.m, R.I.P.

‘;ffTb %vaice ofireul turer

; ; ‘ “progress has beeg
wailing all day. .

égﬁ@MA& ;£4 dQ;QﬁfkﬁﬁLf 4&4’&%?:éﬁm¢[
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Clapham College,

5" a0
«%\"’gf\\‘c‘& ’ M
K22 et i i
“*@«\%“@\a\“’:\“"w 11, Nightingale Lane, / pm .

Clapham Common, S W.4

,‘M ", “; '!‘ W .
Wﬂ

Dear Brother Alphonsus,

Since Saturday things have been getting worse and worse so your
remark "Excitement seems to be dying down" unfortunately does not apply.

Most of the happenings are just dreadful.

Last night was truly awfu Our share was ﬂwtun&hely ingignificant
and took the form of two 1ncedarj bombs on the paddock. The worse
“1nﬂlaenﬁ“ was a huge bomb in Tront of the Picture House near Balham

Station - an 88 Bus 1s buried in the crater which went right through

to the Tube underneath bursting the water and gas mains - I will leave
the rest to your imagination. They had to evacuate Clapham South
Station - we had some 30 Men, women, Children, Babiasf(kﬂg@les huddled
in my Bedroom cum DindingKeem. As they were gathered in the bombs were
dropping all over the place.

Mrs WMason had a large sized bomb about 10 yards from the house
and escaped with the rest of the household thanks to their shelter.
Tb&t was on Sunday evening. :

On Saturday at 12-30 p.m. bombsg fell between Cautley and Narggnag :
Avenues at least two f@mllleg were just wiped oub and the injuril were
terrible.,

Lagt night they came over in droves and bombs were r@lnlng down
all night. IBven this building rocked. I could write lots wmore but it
ig all too tragic. .

If you come along on Saturday I shall be pleased to glve you
something to eat - as long as I know before hand I shall be only too
happy to feed my brothers. The unexyected visitor is a problem under
the present conditions, ‘ ' ;

I do not recommend-sleepling® in Greater London at the moment.

"When these things come to pass, flece to the hills" and stay

Thanks for the papers re Norbury. In any case in 1is pr@cglcally
hopless trying to get in contact with anyone in these times. .

The claim for the rebate on the Vater Charges has at last "gone
forward" as the say in the R.ATF, 5

I hear a German Plane go had better retire for & while - you never
know. It seems to have passed on so let me contiaue. '

Miss Ellis is still in the land of the living ~ beyond the disappear=~
ance of most of the glass in the front of the house she has nothing
of which to complain, I managed to get across and see her this morning.
- Mr Le Gros Clark and Mr Dallow called this morning to see the
Commgn;ty and seemed very pleased to find that he was still alive.

4 1 have pieces of the first bombs dropped on the property and I
am sure that you all hope that they will be the last.

Well cheerio I am sorry that I cannot write in a more cheerful

ntr@ln but ﬁh&t ain't ny fault.
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&7 (]aphdm College ,
o N . 11, Nightingale Lane,
O o

o™ Clapham Common, SW.4

October 13t, 1940

Dear Brother Alphonse,

Thanks for your note of Sept. R26th. ‘

After Thursday night here the Provincial thought that I had better
have a little relief so away to the country I went until yesterday
evening. ‘

I can do nothing about the enclogsed - the 1937 Certificates are
in Brother Bernadine's desk which is buried beneath the furniture.

You had better write to the good lady.

I got back here after some difficulty about 25 minutes before
the guns started - at 8-50 a bunch of bombs came down partly on the
Common and partly on the corner of Lessor Avenue where two houses
were reduced to rubble and many others very badly damaged. My heart
has not recovered from the shock yet. '

Balham Hill down to Balham Grove has caught it hot - a dreadful
mess., :

" Last night we lost one pane of glass in the kitchen and the
glass on the lamp over the front door came down - two letters of college
remained whole - "0 IL" . The syrens have just gone again - it is
just 8 minutes since the "All Clear ....... teerrrsecsessssess That's
me going to the dug out two steps at the time ~ bombs and guns - I
have just crept out again.

I am gure that >rovincial was pleased to get away this morning

I hope that he has a g rest to-night.

I shall try to post this to-day but there is a rumour
that our post office is not working and I am certainly
not going to venture down Balham
Pray for the Clapham Community

Yours sincerely
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JRCTRN Clapham College,

*ﬁ\e‘fﬁﬂ\« e 11, Nightingale Lane,
o Clapham Common, SW.4

September 20th, 1940

Dear Brother Alphonse,

Many thanks for yours of the 18th which reached me this morning.

The post is beginniang to improve. The telephone is not. I have
tried to get you several times but "Toll" is as dead as mutton.

It is evident that the enemy don't like our village.

No trams or gas since last 3unday buf we still have our wabter supply.

I am posting the local rag which may interest you all - you will

possibly be able to recognise some of the pictures of devastation.
However there is a very great deal which has not been hit,

If you could possibly manage to get a friend with a car to run up
with Brother Dunstan and collect the remainder of the valuable equip-
ment from the Lab it would be a good piece of work.  The trouble is
shrapnel which has already made one hole in the glass roof of the Lab.
A similar hole has appear in the roof of the small room where the

~chapel stuff is stored. Corbridge has done his best but with the
number of guns now in action this menace will increase.

The last 24 hours has been relatively quiet - Wednesday night was
just hideous.  The area around the Plough - between Clapham North
and Clapham Common Stations is a dreadful mess so I am told.

Adkins, Endlesham, Holmewood, Gosberton Roads have also suffered.
Your Odeon Cinema is still standing. e

A fewcracked window paneés is the extent of our damage so far.

. Father Daly is very much alive and kicking and continues to arrive
punctually every morning. The nuns are not having Mass abt present but
send &g couple of representatives in here each morning.

It is very difficult to get on with business with the post and phone
functioned so erratically but this is as far as I have gob:
WATER; I am hoping that the R,A.F. will repay us Fifty three sixteths
of the accounits from Sept. 1939 to Sept 19240 and after that they will
pay L00%.

This matter is held up for the moment until I recelive from

the M.W.B. information as to the basis wupon which the Garden Rate is
charged. The Administrative Officer here is very helpful and the Billet=-
ing Clerk Mr Shaw knows his Jjob and we get on very well together,
RATES: Waiting for the Councils next move. A Post Card from thenm
acknowledging receipt of my letter took SIX days to come from Wandsworth
Town Hall,

ESTIMATES for the L.C.C. Here I am comgletelv in the dark. I am keeping
all the papers which you have given or sent me and take them down to

the funk hole every night in case we get a fire or other bowmb around the
premiges, -

Mrs Mason has had a lively time round her part of the world -
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Bombs of every kind. She is a wonderful old soul and I am so pleased
that she loves to see things clean. Together we nave collected and wash=-
ed all the glass and china and stored it in one of the cupboards in the
bagement.

e e SR R S B om0 e TNl o

Rates: I .am trjlar ta make an &ypolﬂfﬂe&ﬁ with the Gouncxl'
Assessor,

Water: I have all the necessary data.

Cheerio,

Yours sincerely

Mr Bishop phoned yesterday to enguire after the good estate of Cla@ha@
Ooll@ﬂe and the ?rgthers .

I “nﬁlose some blllb whlch I know you will welcwme

The R.A.P have cleared all fhe stage stuff out of Hollywood into
the classroom next to the chapel. Corbridge's heart is trembling
for fear that they will want his duck run next but I have asked to C.0.
to spare him that anguish. I have toldff% collect all the old metal
around the place and to get what he can for it and use the proceeds
for beer money.
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@ got ' k - Clapham College ,

(e\"'é"(:,\,'o . ~
*%g\ei\;‘:ﬂ\«i‘iu@ 11, Nightingale Lane, ;
y o o2 : . & G :
o™ | | Clapham Common, SW.4

September 16th, 1940

Degr Hrother Alphonse,

The enclosed came on Saturday. I have received nothing from,yOu‘ -
since the registered letter.

I fear that some of our correspondence dxsappeared when the local
sortlng office was hit by an air torpedo. Nothing has been seen of
the premises since, : -

At the moment we are without gas. The army is cooking in our
kitchen. ..

Last night was just awfful. The damage around is very extensive.
Yesterday afternoon,no trams,no tube, and many parts no water, what
a life. '

Mr Woodroffs Road has been rendered unihabitable, most of the
houses are down and the rest unsafe. The people escaped UHhurt
I am sheltering him and his family here for the time being. ‘

.~ More and more guns are arrivzng and you will have a good callectlon‘

of cracked windows before it is all over.  And we shall have to be

. very thankful if the damage stops with cracked w1ndows.; The enemy
- seems to have taken a thorough dislike to our village. ~

‘ The second raid since breakfast is on at the moment but aur guns

are silent so far. . o o

HAVE YOU ORDERED MY TOBACCO? ; o

The nuns next door are having a great time. All the old ladles -
insist on Dressing up with hats on ready for immediate degarture,~ .
and day and night at that. I gave the nuns some coal yesterday to

help them do a bit of cooking and they have just sent raund for more.
The All clear has just gone and it is raxnlng hard - a real Black
Monday . ~
. Corbridge reports that a piece of shrapnel has found 1ts way ; .
through one of the Lab skyllwhts he has gone off to repalr the d&mage
as far as posgible.
L You chaps are missing something. 1 am keeplnv seme pleces for you
~ Well, cheerio and pray for the Clapham Gommunlty .
whlch is behaving itself very well -

Yours sincerely
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 September 13th, 1940
~ Dear Brother Alphonse, e |
;Firat_and‘mOSﬁ important: Have you or&erfl 1b of Players Go1dk

Leave from K. % T. ifnot, will you please do so at your earliest con- |
venience? My nerveSTmuSt*be;soothed.‘. :: ~‘;‘ .

‘fI*haﬁe;beeniin*tQuch with Mr Davies and:hé agre95~tha$ I‘Can‘manage§ ;f

any outstanding points with the R.A.F. here. I have just found the
Administrativé‘Officervmost helpful. - . 1 -
:  In this connection, please let me have by return the receipts for
anZ?Water'Ratea'paidksince~last*August and then I shall be able to get
o Substantial rebate. In the future the R.A.F. will meet all Water ‘
Charges except that for the garden. 1 g ‘ .
; I umderstand that they are meeting all their ownkElectricityvandi ‘
Gas charges. Owing to the gseverity of the recent raids the 0.C. has
~ accepted my offer to allow the men off duty to sleep down in our -
 Dbasement at night - they will in consequencefpa%ﬁ the lighting bill for
_no. 11. 1 S ‘ . . o ~ -
~ VWhat has been done with regard to Fire Insurance? I do not mean ;
fire due to enemy action, that is another matter. Please let me know
whether or not the matter is in order giving me the address of our .
~ Fire Insurance Firm,f_~The‘campany‘should~cert&iﬂly'be‘inEQrmed‘tha; ‘ '
the furniture is stored in ohe Taom. - -
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From

The Secretary, Clapham College, London, S.W.4.

September 1lth, 19240
Dear Brother Alpnonse,

The enclosed arrived from Alexios this morning and I though it was
meant for me.

The atar&we of the furniture was completed thiz morning - 1t is
3ll in the Brothers' Refectory,. I have written to the Borough Treauarer
and asked for a visit from the Council's Assespr.

Incidently it will be impossible to get any of the furniture out
of the storage as it has been professionally packed, actually a work of
art.

I think that you had bettar pay the £51-3=-10 for Rates by reburn -
I have not given the chegues which you left to the tradesmen and bOULﬁ
hold them over for awhile which would help you.

Qur nights are more than lively - at ten to two this marn1ﬂ§ I
thought that the end had come. A very large bomb fell in Eldridge Road -
this building shook and Hollywood just danced - I waited for a crash of
glass but none came. Not a pane on the estate was even cracked. St.
Joseph is doing well for us. The mobile A.A, gun parked itself just
out in the road last night and the row was Just terrific. You will
understand that I am not feeling very energetic at the moment,

g fé The Provincial has not turned up ag yet.
HS ¢ H
5 S?}Qh /0 '?4DA Tuesday Evening
g - B .
8 o
PR Dear Brother Alphonse,
« ]
- oo .
% § The enclosed arrived this morning.
= o #ell, I am still alive. C.C. has not shifted yet but
v Z we  are havlng Hell's Bells with the lid off. You and your
E confreres are missing SOMETHING?!
= Pather Daly had s bomb just behind his flat yesterday
S but he and the rest of the folks in the flats escaped unharmed.
I have fixed up a well protected bed dOWﬂut&lrS and managed
to get some sleep last night. - .
The furniture shiftlnv is all but com§lete in spite o?
e the syrens. The last warning caught me én the bath whlch
e to say the least was awkward.
e f I have discovered that the army has two of our pl&nos
L and I am having them shifted to-morrow morning.

Mind that you all pray for the good estate of
your caretaker

Yours sincerely
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7 380 Clapham College,

Q,\?'Q"‘: A : ‘
*ﬁﬁxi;@iiﬁa , 11, Nightingale Lane,
S Q'
\Y
o Clapham Common, SW.4

September 30th I940

Dear Brother Alphonsus,

The enclosed was handed in to~-dgy by Mrs.Brennan
of Balham representing school fees for her boy. She requests a receipt for
this payment and also for the payment she made last term.

I let Brother Aloysius go away last Friday so that

he could get a few nights' rest. Heashould be returning this evening.
. . 2

I can merely describe the gloings every night as
"Hell let loose”. Last night we made sure our number was up. A stick of
bombs wiped out a large number of shops and houses from Balham Hippodrome
to as far as the George. Last Saturday about seven Houses in Grove Road
near Holdron's were completely destroyed, several people being killed,
On the Friday afternoon considerable damage was done round by the Plough.
There is a time bomb in the monastery garden and another one in the con-
vent grounds., ‘

I hope to leave for Deeping to-morrow and I shall
not be a bit sorry to leave London. I did not get g wink of sleep last
night, I can't say when I shall be coming south again but when I do come
I will bring along the articles you asked for.

etings to all,

Yours very sincerely,

M

Please note that I haddto pay a surcharge of 5d on the enclosed letter
from the L.C,C., I'll get it back from iloysius of course.

£~

(Provincial),
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