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A MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR CLAPHAM COLLEGE 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways. 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
A second Adam to the fight, 
And to the rescue came. 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood 
Which did in Adam fail, 
Should strive afresh against their foe, 
Should strive and should prevail; 

And that a higher gift than grace 
Should flesh and blood refine, 
God's presence and his very self, 
And Essence all divine. 

0 generous love! that he who smote 
In man for man the foe, 
The double agony in man 
For man should undergo; 

And in the garden secretly, 
And on the cross on high, 
Should teach his brethren, and inspire 
To suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R 	AMEN. 

His Grace Archbishop Bowen greets all present and leads us in the 
Penitential Rite. 

The Kyrie is by Orlando di Lassus and is sung by the choir. 

The Gloria is from Mass IX and is on the separate sheet, to be sung 
antiphonally with the choir. 

The Opening Prayer 

God and Father of all gifts, 
we praise you, the source of all we have and are. 
Teach us to acknowledge always 
the many good things your infinite love has given us. 
Help us to love you with all our heart and all our strength. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 



FIRST READING (Brother). Ambrose Brett CFX, Deputy Head 
1962-1970) 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah (63, vii—ix) 

I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, 
the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord has granted us, 
and the great goodness to the house of Israel which he has granted 
them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love. 
For he said, Surely they are my people, sons who will not deal 
falsely; and he became their Saviour. 
In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence 
saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted 
them up and carried them all the days of old. 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm, 144, sung by the choir, with the response: 

I WILL BLESS YOUR NAME FOR EVER, 0 LORD. 

SECOND READING (Mr. Denis Quin 1941-1948) 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
(1, iii—ix) 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and 
peace. 
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through 
Jesus Christ. I thank him that you have been enriched in so many 
ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ 
has indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without 
any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus 
Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame 
until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by 
calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

The Gospel acclamation is sung by the choir. 

The Lord be with you. 

IA AND ALSO WITH YOU 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 

IA 	GLORY TO YOU, LORD. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
I tell you most solemnly, you will be weeping and wailing while the 
world will rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 
to joy. 
A woman in childbirth suffers, because her time has come; but when 
she has given birth to the child she forgets the suffering in her joy 
that a man has been born into the world. 
So it is with you: you are sad now, but I shall see you again, and your 
hearts will be full of joy, and that joy no one shall take from you. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST. 



The homily is given by Father Anthony Richins (pupil 1943-51) 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS (Mr Roger Sparks, Headmaster) 

The choir will sing during the offertory. 

Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father. 

MAY THE LORD ACCEPT THE SACRIFICE AT YOUR HANDS 
FOR THE PRAISE AND GLORY OF HIS NAME, 
FOR OUR GOOD, AND THE GOOD OF ALL HIS CHURCH. 

Prayer over the gifts: 

Lord, we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
for all you have given us 
even though we are unworthy of your love. 
May we always use your many gifts 
to bring glory to your name. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

The Preface 

The Lord be with you. 

EA AND ALSO WITH YOU 

Lift up your hearts. 

6t WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

R 	IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE 

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, 
We do well always and everywhere to give you thanks. 

You have no need of our praise, 
yet our desire to thank you is itself your gift. 
Our prayer of thanksgiving adds nothing to your greatness, 
but makes us grow in your grace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In our joy we sing to your glory 
with all the choirs of angels: 

(The Sanctus is from a Mass by John Shepherd) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I 

We come to you, Father, with praise and thanksgiving, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 

Through him we ask you to accept and bless these gifts 
we offer you in sacrifice. 

We offer them for your holy catholic Church; 
watch over it, Lord, and guide it; 
grant it peace and unity throughout the world. 
We offer them for John Paul our Pope, 
for me, your unworthy servant, 

and for all who hold and teach the catholic faith 
that comes to us from the apostles. 



BISHOP TRIPP 

Mgr Canon 
MURTAGH 

Remember, Lord, your people, 
especially those for whom we now pray 

Remember all of us gathered here before you. 
You know how firmly we believe in you and dedicate 
ourselves to you. We offer you this sacrifice of 
praise for ourselves and those who are dear to us. 
We pray to you our living and true God, for our 
well-being and redemption. 

In union with the whole Church we honour Mary, 
the ever-virgin mother of Jesus Christ our Lord 
and God. We honour Joseph, her husband, the 
apostles and martyrs, Peter and Paul, Andrew 
and all the saints. May their merits and prayers 
gain us your constant help and protection. 

Father, accept this offering from your whole 
family. Grant us your peace in this life, 
save us from final damnation, and count us 
among those you have chosen. 

CONCELEBRANTS Bless and approve our offering; make it acceptable 
to you, an offering in spirit and in truth. 
Let it become for us the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, your only Son, our Lord. 

The day before he suffered he took bread in his 
sacred hands and looking up to heaven, to you, 
his almighty Father, he gave you thanks and praise. 
He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: 

Take this all of you, and eat it: 
this is my body which will be given up for you. 

When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again 
he gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his 
disciples, and said: 

Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 
this is the cup of my blood, 
the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. 
It will be shed for you and for all 
so that sins may be forgiven. 
Do this in memory of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

(The choir will sing the acclamation) 

Father, we celebrate the memory of Christ, your Son. 
We, your people and your ministers, recall his passion, 
his resurrection from the dead, and his ascension 
into glory; and from the many gifts you have given us 
we offer to you, God of glory and majesty, this holy 
and perfect sacrifice; the bread of life and the cup 
of eternal salvation. 



• 
CANON PIERCE 

f

L 

Look with favour on these offerings and accept them 
as once you accepted the gifts of your servant Abel, 
the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith, and 
the bread and wine offered by your priest Melchisedech. 

Almighty God, we pray that your angel may take this 
sacrifice to your altar in heaven. Then, as we 
receive from this altar the sacred body and blood 
of your Son, let us be filled with every grace 
and blessing. 

Remember, Lord, those who have died and have gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith, especially 
those for whom we now pray. 
May these and all who sleep in Christ, find in your 
presence light, happiness, and peace. 

CANON 	 For ourselves, too, we ask some share in the fellowship 
O'RIORDAN 	of your apostles and martyrs, with John the Baptist, 

Stephen, Matthias, Barnabas, and all the saints. 
Though we are sinners, we trust in your mercy and love. 
Do not consider what we truly deserve, but grant us 
your forgiveness. 

Through Christ our Lord you give us all these gifts. 
You fill them with life and goodness, 
you bless them and make them holy. 

Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour 
is yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

AMEN. 

Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Saviour 
gave us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace 
in our day. In your mercy keep us from sin and 
protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope 
for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY ARE 
YOURS, NOW AND FOR EVER. 

(The Agnus Dei is sung by the choir, from the Mass by 
John Shepherd) 

During the reception of Holy Communion the choir will sing 
the motet Cibavit Eos by William Byrd. 



HYMN 

Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast; 
Body of Christ, be thou my saving guest; 
Blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 
Wash me with water flowing from thy side. 

Strength and protection may thy Passion be; 
0 Blessed Jesus hear and answer me; 
Deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me; 
So shall I never, never part from thee. 

Guard and defend me from the foe malign; 
In death's dread moments make me only thine; 
Call me, and bid me come to thee on high, 
When I may praise thee with thy saints for aye. 

Prayer after Communion. 

God our Father, in this spiritual food 
you have given back to us the sacrifice we offered you 
in thanksgiving, the saving sacrament of Christ, your Son. 
By these gifts of strength and joy sustain us in your 
service and bring us to your gift of eternal life. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

Recessional Hymn. 

Now thank we all our God, 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mother's arms 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 

0 may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in his grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given, 
The Son, and him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, 
Whom earth and heaven adore, 
For thus it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. 

You are all invited to partake of light refreshments in the School Hall 
after Mass. 



CLAPHAM COLLEGE: A CHRONOLOGY 

	

1846 	Xaverian Brothers come to England from Belgium. 

	

c1880 	Xaverian School opened in St. Philip's Square, Battersea. 

	

1896 	19th March: Xaverian Brothers buy Broadoak, Nightingale Hall, Nightingale 
Lane, Clapham Common (built c.1877). 
Chapel, dormitories and classrooms built. 

	

1897 	25th August: Chapel dedicated. 
15th September: School opened for fee-paying day boys and boarders: 30 
pupils in first entry. 
Br. Gabriel, Headmaster: Patron Saint, St. Joseph: named 'Clapham College. 

	

1905 	Br. Cuthbert, Headmaster: Chemistry laboratory built: playing fields at 
Norbury acquired. 

	

1919 	Br. Vincent, Headmaster: Hollywood bought (built c.1783). 

	

1922 	Br. Bernardine, Headmaster: 276 on roll. 

	

1924 	Vacant possession of Hollywood obtained. A Preparatory department is 
opened therein. 

	

1927 	The Clapham Old Xaverian Association was established. 

	

1932 	Boarders are no longer taken: 200 day boys on roll. 

	

1937 	230 boys on roll. 

	

1939 	Evacuation to East Grinstead. 

	

1940 	Br. Nicholas, Headmaster. 

	

1944 	Evacuation to Taunton. 

	

1945 	April — Return to Clapham. School becomes a voluntary Grammar School under 
the 1944 Education Act. Fees now paid by the Local Authority: the Preparatory 
School comes to an end. 

	

1947 	The Golden Jubilee of the School is celebrated: plans for a new building are 
published. 

	

1949 	Br. Joseph, Headmaster. 

	

1950 	338 boys on roll. 

	

1953 	Br. Peter, Headmaster. 

	

1960 	School magazine 'The Clapham Xaverian' begins publication. 

	

1970 	Mr. C. Pocock, Headmaster. 

	

1975 	St. Gerard's School, Clapham Common, South Side, is merged with Clapham 
College. 

Mr. M. Gleeson, Headmaster of St. Gerard's becomes Headmaster of combined 
schools. 

	

1976 	New school buildings are opened in the grounds of Clapham College, Broadoak 
is given up and Hollywood used as a temporary 6th form block. 

	

1977 	Hollywood is given up and the Chapel and Old School building are re-conditioned 
and re-opened. 1,000 boys on roll. 

	

1979 	Mr. D. Price, Deputy Headmaster, moves to Bexley. 

	

1983 	July — Mr. C. Pocock, Deputy Headmaster, retires. 



1984 	December — Mr. M. Gleeson retires. 

1985 	January — Mr. R. Sparks, Headmaster. 

July — Clapham College closes on the Clapham site to re-open in September on 
the site of Notre Dame Girls School, Battersea. 

1986 	The Notre Dame Convent is sold. Pupils move into the I.L.E.A. building in 
Raywood Street. 

1988 	October — Remaining school, boys and staff, spend a week in Italy to mark 
forthcoming closure. 

1989 	July — Final closure of Clapham College. 



Extracts from the article by Brother Bernardine C.F.X. 

that was written for the 1947 Jubilee booklet 

In 1895, when Br. Gabriel came to England from Belgium as Provincial of the Xaverian 
Brothers, there were few day-schools for Catholics beyond the elementary schools. In 
fact the State did not concern itself with secondary education till after the turn of the 
century. The Brothers had for some years conducted a small school at St. Philip's 
Square, Battersea, at a time when it was still of daily occurrence for a Roman collar to 
draw on its wearer the compliment "Roman candle" — or worse, and when Nine Elms 
was hardly more sylvan than it is today. The School closed in 1884, but the memory of 
Clapham Common as a detached portion of the Elysian Fields remained, and when 
Br. Gabriel proposed to open a school in London the claims of Clapham were not 
forgotten. That delectable suburb, though much more agreeable and peaceful than 
today, was already well started on its downward course of "development" and demo-
cratization when Br. Gabriel in 1896 purchased a mansion known as Broad Oak (from a 
broad-leaved tree opposite the front door). The property had belonged to the family 
of Sir Titus Salt, the builder of Saltaire in Yorkshire. The present school building was 
begun almost immediately and was completed by the summer of 1897, and the school 
opened in September for day-boys and boarders. 

In those early days the form master justified his name and was responsible for the class 
most of the time — a system which had obvious disadvantages (not least for the master), 
but which in the hands of a competent man ensured hard work on the part of the boys and 
saved them from the danger of becoming "nobody's darlings." For P.T. we had a 
succession of sergeants from Chelsea barracks, who came in their Sunday-best war paint. 
These good men, before whom, no doubt, recruits quailed, often failed with their 
necessarily restricted vocabulary to impress our irreverent imps. 

The present gymnasium was then the refectory; lip-service was paid to physical culture 
by parallel bars and one or two other pieces of apparatus, which were placed in the open 
on the side of the lab., extension, got continually in the way of the footballers, warped, 
and eventually suffered dismemberment. The yard was about half its present size; later it 
encroached on the vegetable garden and at length reached its present limits. The balls 
were always going over the low wall into Mr. Eck's vegetable garden; naturally they had 
to be sought, especially during the fruit season, and equally naturally there were 
complaints from our long-suffering neighbour. I was sent to placate him and attempted to 
disarm him by explaining that "boys will be boys", but he retorted: "Yes, and some of 
them have been boys for a very long time." I should have blushed if I had known how, 
for, of course, some of us were as bad as the boys — as footballers I mean, not as 
strawberry pickers. High wire-netting was then put above the wall; which merely acted as 
a challenge — as one would expect. On half days we played on the Common, but after 
some years we were informed that people "who called theirselves a College" ought to have 
a field of their own. Then followed a period of unsatisfactory migration from place to 
place, to Furzedown Park among others, until in 1907 we were able to acquire 7 acres at 
Norbury. It was just agricultural land and needed a lot of putting in order. A wooden fence 
and pavilion were set up. 

About 1919, our authorities, hearing a report that our neighbour, Hollywood, was about 
to be sold and the property subjected to "development", opened negotiations and bought 
it for £1 0,000. It was already let on lease and we did not enter into possession until 1924. 
Br. Vincent succeeded Br. Cuthbert in 1919 and I followed him in 1922. At Manchester 



we had become a grant-aided school under the Board of Education, with consequent 
inspectorial visits, formal inspections, and endless form-filling — with which last the 
world is now only too familiar. Clapham, independent and prosperous, exempt from 
these vivifying and energising prods, was in a pleasant backwater, but it soon became 
plain that to be out of the main stream was dangerous. Most good schools were seeking 
recognition by the State, because this recognition guaranteed the efficiency of the school 
and kept it alive, besides conferring substantial pecuniary help. Moreover, local symptoms 
pointed the same way. The change in the character of the district through removal and 
influx, and the fact that the L.C.C. were building two new secondary schools (Henry 
Thornton and the Bec) in our neighbourhood were a warning that a continuance of post-
war prosperity was unlikely. The Religious Inspector's report for 1922 showed that out 
of 276 boys exactly half were non-Catholics, and it was not to be expected that, cordial 
as our relations with these had always been, the ratio could be maintained; the more so as 
many of these were Scholarship-holders who presumably came to us only because of the 
absence of a County School. Events proved the accuracy of the forecast. I found, too, 
that our boys were being penalised in respect of scholarships and grants for further educa-
tion because the school was not State-approved and the injustice of this was the deciding 
factor in inducing us to apply for recognition. The Board of Education held an inspection 
in 1925 and the school was approved and placed on the grant-list. Even now all was not 
plain sailing; we incurred heavy expenses in converting the dormitory into class-rooms, 
and providing an outside staircase leading up to them, in turning the refectory into a 
gymnasium, in establishing Hollywood as a preparatory school, and in many other 
improvements. Several full-time masters were recruited and part-time masters were, 
with regret, superseded. 

We ceased to take boarders after the summer of 1932 — to many people's regret, but all 
available space was needed for school purposes. Our numbers went down to about 200 
in consequence, but they recovered, and for several years before the war the average 
number of boys was about 230. It will be understood that the change in the district had 
diminished the number of potential fee-payers and that good schools now supplied other 
parts of London on which we formerly relied. One important factor contributing to a 
larger school, by extending school life from five to seven years, was the growing number 
of boys who remained for two years or more after the School Certificate Exam. to study 
for the Higher School Exam. This, of course, is customary in secondary schools, but 
it was only after years of effort that boys (or their parents) were persuaded of the 
advantages that followed the extra two years' course. No doubt, out-of-school activities 
helped, and until the war came and evacuation cut the school by half, it was fast 
becoming the usual practice. 

The story of the College in exile has already been published; it will be enough to say here 
that I retired under the age limit in 1940, and the school benefited by the appointment 
of my very capable and experienced successor. The school moved (even to Sussex and 
Somerset) with the times; now, under the Education Act of 1944 with its implications 
and complications, the Governing body and the Head have to face the prospect of vast 
expenditure in the service of Catholic education, but with the help of God and our 
understanding friends the Old School will continue its unobtrusive, priceless work and 
in due course celebrate its Centenary with undimmed courage and youthfulness. 
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