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Brother Peter, C. F. X. 

Six years ago, we came together in happy mood to join 
Brother Peter in his Golden Jubilee Celebrations and I felt honoured that day to offer 
to him on behalf of his Brothers in religion, past pupils and other friends, our united 
congratulations and good wishes that he might enjoy a peaceful progress to his 
Diamond Jubilee and beyond. 

This morning, it 	my sad duty to extend, on behalf of 
Peter's religious brothers, past pupils and other friends, to his dear sister, Tess, 
and to his relations, our deep sympathy in this time of pain at the sudden death of 
a beloved brother and esteemed relation. 

Under such sad circumstances, I still feel privileged to 
have this opportunity to place on record my own personal knowledge of and feelings 
for Brother Peter, colleague and friend. 

Brother Peter was appointed to the Mayfield Community 
in 1937, where he taught religion to his form--as was usual in 	3 c dayc--a n:71 ErglFT1 
and Geography in other forms. In the five years that followed, he became identified 
by three outstanding qualities: integrity; a deep spirituality supported by a personal 
self-discipline; and an undoubted presence in the classroom. To illustrate: he was 
recognized by all as a man without guile; his fidelity to the prayer-life of the Community 
was an unfailing source of edification; and he was both admired and envied in the 
classroom style which was so uniquely his. 

In 1942 Peter returned to Manchester and obtained his 
Batchelor of Arts degree from Manchester University. He joined the Staff at 
Manchester Xaverian College where he taught until 1952, when he was appointed 
to the Headship of the Xaverian College at Clapham in London. Apart from one year 
spent in the North-Eastern Province of the Xaverian Brothers in the United States 
on a teacher exchange scheme, when his post was administered by Brother Ambrose, 
the Deputy Head, Peter held the Headship of Clapham until the withdrawal of the 
Brothers from London in 1970. 

The years at Clapham College presented Brother Peter 
with his strongest challenge which he accepted. In spite of the lack of facilities--and 
they were many--he stimulated a fresh enthusiasm throughout each department of 
the school, even in the Athletics' section to which Peter was not naturally drawn. 
Extra-curricula activities at all levels were encouraged so that field work 
involving many disciplines was annually undertaken. Above all, the College developed 
a flourishing Dramatic Society which, under the aegis of the English Department, 
produced many notable plays. 



Throughout all this activity, Peter, leading without seeming 
to lead, maintained contact with all the students, and everywhere was the same 
respect extended to him as in former years. This attitude was reflected amongst 
the members of the Old Boys' Association, who held Brother Peter in great esteem 
and expressed their feelings at the Annual Dinner at which he was always present. 
Perhaps the aim of those years could be summed up as the search for quality, 
no matter what the activity might be. 

During the final years of this pz,:..-5cd, in the light of 
the educational plans for South London, it was decided to withdraw from Clapham, 
and in 1970 Brother Peter rejoined the Manchester Staff and continued teaching until 
his retirement in 1976. From this time, he lived with his sister who would otherwise 
have been alone. He came to the College every week, joined us in most of our major 
functions and remained a member of the College Board of Governors until his death. 

Brother Peter was a man of his time. He enjoyed a 
good story and could always tell one. Forthright when he thought the need arose, 
he was compassionate and generous to those in need of comfort or support. Above all, 
he brought to his spiritual and prufessior-al life, a dedication frnri whi ch we all can 
learn and by which he will best be remembered. May he rest in peace. 

Brother Christopher, C. F. X. 
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