
On 14th February 1970 Brother Dunstan celebrated his 70th anniversary in the Order. We all look 

forward to the Spring Ball so that we can extend our good wishes. Brother Dunstan thanked the 

Chairman for the telegram from the Association (said that he thought it was a Valentine). 

 

On June 20th, 1970 the Clapham Old Xaverian Association held a farewell dinner to thank the 

Brothers before their withdrawal from Clapham. The dinner was held at the Connaught Rooms and 

was attended by over two hundred persons. A striking feature of the evening was the series of 

tributes to the Brothers and their work paid by six Old Boys each of whom represented an era in the 

life of the school from the present day back almost to its foundation seventy-three years ago. Warm 

references were made to the Brothers who had served on the Clapham Staff during the years, and a 

prolonged ovation was given to Brother Dunstan when he rose to reply to the speeches. The evening 

did not end until midnight, when the Connaught Rooms closed.  The Dinner really was a splendid 

occasion, and despite/sombre motive of the function it was a time for meeting old acquaintances 

and for renewing friendships with the Brothers end contemporaries. Great to see such a large crowd 

of Old Boys wishing to thank the Brothers and to bid them 'au revoir'. We can all look back on an 

education given by the Brothers at Clapham we will always be Old Xaverians and proud of it. 

 



Summer 1973 THE NEW CLAPHAM COLLEGE - THE PLANS ARE UNVEILED  

A school with unlimited potential and immense opportunities for teachers and pupils. That is how 

headmaster, Mr. Pocock see the Clapham College of the future. A college with nearly 1,500 pupils 

and a standard of facilities unrivalled in south-west London. Building work for the new school is soon 

to begin. Preparatory work is already under way. The headmaster describes this work and the school 

as it will be: " The first steps will be to provide a new playground in land acquired behind Clapham 

Mansions and to arrange access to this land and another entrance to the laboratory block; then to 

demolish the dining centre (alas) and replace it with a temporary wooden structure to which meals 

will have to be brought from outside. " Construction work will then start on the main school 

buildings which will be situated on the present playground site and at right angles to it where the 

dining room and long and high jump pits are now situated. When these blocks are complete, the 

present laboratory will be demolished, and the final buildings completed in the form of an extension 

to the present main classroom block. So, at the end of the day, the school will be an H-shaped 

building. " The main building, to be situated on the playground site, will be four-storied and will 

house the administration complex (headmaster's study, secretarial offices and so on); staff 

accommodation, the library, various classrooms and, on the top floor, seven laboratories. " The 

building on the present dining centre site will be three-storied and will house the new dining centre 

and all the art, craft, mechanical and technical units together with the music centre. " The remaining 

wing (the present school block and its new extension) will be divided into the present school 

building, which will be entirely re-designed internally to provide a sixth-form unit, with common 

rooms and tutorial and classrooms; and beyond this will come the gymnasium, auditorium and, last 

of all, a sports hail. " I have given only the barest outline of the provision planned for this school. 

There will be many ancillary rooms in addition to a computer terminal room, a careers room, year 

rooms and so on. " So, the school will be a fine building with outstanding facilities in every sphere. It 

has been planned that every room will look out on to open space. The main entrance to the school, 

says the headmaster, will be in Malwood Road. " As soon as the main buildings have been 

completed, all use will be given up of Broadoak and Hollywood which will revert to diocesan use. 

Indeed, the junior seminarians from the Southwark Archdiocese will be moving into Broadoak in 

September. The main playground area will be on the new land acquired, bordered by the backs of 

Malwood Road, Alderbrook Road and Clapham Mansions. " Initially, the school will take an annual 

eight-form intake and, while this lasts, St. Gerard's will continue to be used as a junior annexe for the 

first two years of intake. At some time in the future (and it will be a long time) the Salesian College is 

due to be expanded into a six-form entry comprehensive school. When this materialises, the St. 

Gerard's site will be abandoned and the whole school, now with only six forms of entry, will be 

contained on the one site. " The school will of course be radically different to that which we have all 

known. It will have 1,400 boys (ultimately dropping to 1,200) instead of 380. It will be 

comprehensive and not selective in character. But it would be foolish and self-defeating to indulge in 

an orgy of nostalgic regret for the passing of what has been. In some ways, we have had it a bit too 

soft at Clapham. It has been all too easy, both for student and teacher, to sit back in our quiet little 

backwater and accept grossly inadequate buildings and facilities as something almost to be proud of. 

Yes, there has been a happy atmosphere in the school (at times!). Relationships between staff and 

pupils have been exceptionally cordial on the whole. But these are intangibles which need not 

disappear in the new school. And they will now be allied to a range and standard of facilities which 

will be unrivalled in this part of London. Furthermore, the school will be based on two flourishing, 

existing schools with good standards of academic attainment and discipline and, a very important 

factor, drawing their intake from the same primary schools. Thus, there will be no forced and hence 

unhappy marriage of schools without any natural affinity or common basis and interests. " The 



opportunities for teachers and pupils will be immense. The potential is unlimited. Rather than 

regretting the past, all of us who love Clapham must set out to realise that potential to the full. "  

 

Sept 1973, only two members of staff left the College this summer and that is gratifying to note in 

these days of high staff turnover within the Inner London Education Authority's area. Dave Burnham 

landed a job as Head of French at Kennington School (where among others in his Department is one 

Rudolph Massara) and History teacher, John Kirby was replaced by Mr Kuligowski. To emphasise still 

further the international aspect of the staff - England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Yorkshire and India 

are already represented - Mr. Hanaczek from Canada joined the Science Department and Father 

Hung, a Redemptorist priest from Vietnam, arrived at the College via English Martyrs' Walworth, and 

St. Mary's College, Twickenham, to teach French. Advance reports about Fr. Hung suggested that 

Dave Burnham may not be too sorely missed from the staff football team but there is a much 

greater doubt concerning cricket. The only other change was a purely internal one. It is no longer a 

closely guarded secret that Brother Christopher has now reached the magic milestone of retirement 

age. Consequently, although he is to carry on teaching at the College, he surrenders the 

responsibility of Head of Department to Mike Scanlon. 

 

 



 

COLLEGE Scandal! For several years there has been a Staff v. College football match, but this year 

has seen an escalation of the conflict with some quite surprising results. This not entirely 

unconnected with the result of the Football Match when the normally successful Staff Xl lost 6 - 1. 

The only staff goal came from Graham Hudson (cannoning in off his back in general and from 

between his shoulder blades in particular actually). The Staff faced severe problems it must be said 

however - not least in persuading their players to stay in position. It even reached such a pitch (sorry 

about that pun) that at halftime when someone remarked that the mid-field was not doing its job, 

Mick Casserly (Chemistry) caustically re-joined "Yeah that’s because he's tired". As a result of this 

debacle when the 3rd year issued a challenge to the staff to play them at (what?) it was accepted 

with enthusiasm. Ten staff members entered and many actually went into training, starting by 

learning which end of the bat to hold. Ante-post favourites were Hank Nanecek (Science) on the 

Staff side and Derek Fernandes on the Distaff or College Side. Fernandes beat Haneek and Reda in 



successive rounds and also put the Bookies out of business. Hank remarked "There's no way that guy 

can lose this" - a remark which proved less than prophetic. Meanwhile a new Staff favourite had 

emerged Sushil Solomon (Maths.) was winning his matches easily - the bookies came back into gear 

then he lost narrowly to Fernandes in the semi-final (Bookies out of business again),while Fr. Hung 

(French) beat Graham Hudson (Economics) in the other semi-final. To many people's surprise the 

final resulted in a narrow victory for Fr. Hung - a triumph for oriental inscrutability since no-one 

knew he could even play the game. A seven-a-side rugby game with nine-a-side (are you still with us 

-read it again slowly) followed. The Staff seemed to know more about the game but were not quick 

enough to catch the School wing - James McGowan. Eric Tope distinguished himself with some 

purposeful running then his captain pointed out the game was rugby and Eric retorted by scoring 

two tries (who says the College were scared to tackle him?). The final score was 12-12 and whilst 

neither side contrived at a draw the Referee (Bro. Christopher) looked very smug as he left the field. 

The last confrontation was in the rarefied atmosphere of the School Library across a bridge table. 

Bridge has enjoyed tremendous popularity recently at the College as a result of the work of Sushil 

Solomon who started our Bridge Club. Three pairs from the Staff and three from the Sixth Form 

played. On the first table Casserly and Solomon drew; on the second John Gibb and Graham Hudson 

won) but the third table was a shambles. Kevin McGlynn (Religion) and Col Garvey (who as every old 

boy knows is a sort of general layabout) were meant to be playing but substitutes were continually 

introduced. There was even an allegation of fixing the cards after Kevin had picked up the top seven 

seeds, - fortunately a Maverick type showdown was avoided. A Member of the Lower VIth was later 

ostracised by his classmates when he was found to be responsible - all this was unknown to the 

beneficiaries of course. In the remainder of the year the Staff have to face the replay of the Football 

Match - and they do some with some trepidation - indeed there is even talk of playing ringers. Old 

Boys and those with a connection with the College. "Didn't Bonetti go the Xaverian College 

Manchester. What’s he does on Wednesday afternoons?" "Then how about McGovern of Derby 

County, he went here...." Roll on the tiddlywink’s competition. 



 

 



NORBURY AN OPEN LETTER  

The problem of Norbury has provoked a number of letters from Old Boys with various suggestions 

on how to find a new ground. But one angry Old Boy has written an open letter to every other old 

boy about what he calls, "Big Brother's " decision to change Norbury.  

GENTLEMEN! WE ARE NOW FIGHTING FOR LIVES OR HADN'T YOU NOTICED? By Easter 1974 football 

at Norbury (and also cricket (and also target golf (and also that first stolen kiss behind the 

clubhouse) will be a memory. No more famous victories, no more famous defeats, no more broken 

glasshouses, no more canapes a la Madame Slayed, no more bawdy ballads from the showers, no 

more cheapo, cheapo booze, no more blah, blah, blah. " All will be gone. Those hallowed pitches will 

ring to a new sound - McAlpine's Fusiliers (oi don't tink; oi dig) because, dear members, it's now a 

cold, hard fact that big brother has decided to replace our beloved turf with a brand-new shiny 

eyesore of a school. "  

The truth was revealed at the football annual meeting last October and a committee of trouble-

shooters was appointed to investigate vile situation. had the responsibility of finding an alternative 

arrangement for our Norbury. They have written to certain public bodies (for example, the National 

Playing Fields' Association, the borough council) and are awaiting replies. From our own research, 

we have found that in order to qualify for any sort of grant, the club needs an open membership. 

However, a sizeable loan may be possible, especially if we have a site in mind and we have some 

capital behind us. This is where YOU come in. " Keep an eye open for any suitable site and tell the 

committee of any idea (no matter how small) you might have. Money is most urgently needed and 

to this end four editors are launching the "RONDO SAVE THE OLD BOYS FUND" which now stands at 

£20 (a fiver from the four editors). " Please contribute, remember time is running out (only one 

season left), little has been done and without a concentrated effort from all of us, the club will die. " 



 

We started this decade with Bro. Dunstan, and it seems somewhat logical as since then he has 

celebrated his 75th Anniversary that we should follow that precedent with this issue. We've received 

a letter from Brother Damian at Mayfield keeping us in the picture regarding “Dunny” and were 

keeping a very strict eye on him so that we know he'll be at the OBs Dinner. We also heard bits and 

pieces of Dunny's life from Nevin PAINE (1916) and his brother Fr. John PAINE (1910) (who 

celebrates his own 60 years with the S.J. round about now) and from Rev. L. MARCHANT in Rome 

who wanted to know if it was the same Bro. Dunstan who used to work the pumps at Mayfield 

during World War I, when he was a lad there….(we believe that it was incidentally:). 

1977.. The last three years have seen the transition from the 360 pupil College, housed in 19th 

Century style buildings to the 1000 plus pupil comprehensive, housed in purpose-designed buildings. 

The College itself is still in a transitional state - it will have two School Captains (one for the old St. 

Gerard’s and one for the old C.C.). There was a very successful Old Boys v. College Football match 

and hope the schoolboys who enjoyed it thoroughly will all become members this or next year. 



1978.. 

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE From time to time mention has been made of a plaque to be erected by 

the Association in the new College to mark the stay and passing of the Xaverian Brothers. This for 

several reasons has been a lengthy process but happily is now nearing fruition. The wording and 

artwork are complete, and the engravers are ready. Hopefully the plaque will be ready in the next 

two or three months and can be erected in the College. We believe that the College will also have a 

plaque as a twin of that of the Association’s which will link the old St. Gerard’s with the new College 

- thus the strands will be drawn together and permanently recorded. We hope that later this year 

visitors including Old Boys and particularly those Old Xaverians who were taught there by the 

Xaverian Brothers will be able to see both plaques. 

 [both plaques now “guard” the entrance to S.F.X. College]  

1978 Clapham College Magazine…. 

It is interesting to think that the copies of Clapham College Magazine. which Mrs. Jenkins is also 

keeping, will one day be useful for historians writing about this school.  

1846 Xaverian Brothers come to England from Belgium.  

1880 Xaverian School opened in St. Philip's Square, Battersea.  

1896 19th March Xaverian Brothers buy Broadoak,  

1897 dormitories and classrooms built; school opened for fee paying boys and boarders. Br. Gabriel 

Headmaster: Patron saint St. Joseph: named ‘Clapham College'; fee about £14 a term.  

1905 Br. Cuthbert Headmaster Chemistry laboratory built, playing fields at. Norbury acquired. 

1919 Br. Vincent, Headmaster Hollywood bought  

1922 Br. Bernardine Headmaster: 276 on roll  

1924 Vacant possession of Hollywood obtained. A preparatory department is opened   

1925 Four houses established and named Canterbury, Charterhouse, Glastonbury and Walsingham. 

The School adopted as its badge a shield which quartered the arms of these four religious centres 

with the motto 'Concordia res parvae crescunt'. A. grant was received from the Board of Education.  

1927 The Clapham Old Xaverian Association was established.  

1929 Annual grants in aid begin to be given to the School by the London County Council. Concordia 

the magazine of the old Xaverian Association is begun.  

1932 Boarders are no longer taken. 200 day-boys on roll.  

1937 230 boys on roll. The fees were £16.16s.0d, p.a. for the Preparatory School and £15.15s.0d, p.a. 

for the Main School. This year marked the beginning of good results in the Higher School Certificate 

Examination  

1939 Evacuation to East Grinstead.  

1940 Br Nicholas Headmaster evacuation to East Grinstead 

1944 Evacuation to Taunton.  



1945 April Return to Clapham. School becomes a voluntary Grammar School under the 1944 

Education Act. Fees now paid by the Local Authority the Preparatory School comes to an end 

1947 The Golden Jubilee of the School is celebrated. Plans for a new building are published.  

1949 Br, Joseph Headmaster  

1950 338 boys on roll 1953 Br. Peter Headmaster  

1960 School magazine "The Clapham Xaverian" begins publication.  

1966 Dining Centre built on lawns of Hollywood.  

1970 Mr. C. Pocock, headmaster  

1975 St. Gerard's School, Clapham Common South side is merged with Clapham College. Mr Gleeson 

headmaster of St. Gerard s becomes headmaster of combined schools with Mr. Pocock and Mr. Price 

(formerly of St. Gerard's) as Deputy Headmasters. New houses are set up named: Anselm. Gerard, 

Xavier, More. Patron Saint of combined schools, St. Oliver Plunkett. Original badge and motto 

retained.  

1976 New school buildings are opened in the grounds of Clapham College, Broadoak is given up and 

Hollywood used as a temporary 6th form block.  

1977 Hollywood Is given up, the Chapel and Old School building are reconditioned and re-opened, 

1,000 on roll. 

 

Clapham College staff in the mid-1970s 

 



Solicitor’s Letter on Building Fund [you’re not getting it!] 

RE: CLAPHAM COLLEGE BUILDING FUND. However it is in my opinion reasonably clear that the fund 

was raised by the Xaverian Brothers in order to focus such expenditure on building by way of 

extension or reconstruction of Clapham College as they might have to incur in consequence of the 

Acts I have mentioned or one of them.  

The purpose of the fund was in my opinion charitable: and it was a purpose which did not fail at the 

outset. My preliminary view is that it failed subsequently when the Xaverian Brothers ceased to 

carry on a school at Clapham College; and thereupon the fund in my opinion became applicable 

because it appears to be evident that all the donors gave their donations on the footing that they 

were parting for good with the moneys which they donated.  

l cannot advise that the Xaverian Brothers could safely and properly apply the fund for their general 

educational purposes on the strength of the opinion I have expressed above, if for no other-reason 

than that such an application would be a cy-pres application.  

That the Diocesan Trustees would not oppose such an application does not resolve the matter. 

On my present information I think that the proper course is for the trustees of the fund to apply by 

originating summons in the Chancery Division for determination of the question (putting it broadly) 

whether the fund is now applicable cy-pres, and for a scheme. The defendants would be a donor (to 

represent all the donors), the Diocesan Trustees, and the Attorney-General.  

Before settling any proceedings, I would require such further information as is available: and that 

can most conveniently be considered at a conference at which Mr. Quinn should be present. It 

would be desirable that he should have with him such papers and documents as he considers might 

in any way be relevant  

J. Finlay Lincoln' s Inn Fields October 1971 

 

 


