
        1960s - Clapham College a flavour of the 1960s 

1961 Brother Dunstan has written two delightful historical cameos on the early days of College, 

when boarders walked out on Sundays in Eton suits and top hats and when the lighting in the 

College consisted of "four fishtail or batwing burners in each classroom protruding from the walls" 

Brother Dunstan continues the saga of the early history of the school and brings us up to the First 

World War. He describes in detail the opening of the electric tramway which ran along Balham Hill. It 

is enjoyable reading; for those given to a certain nostalgia for the carefree days of their youth, there 

is much to amuse in the Form Reports written by the boys themselves. Master Armstrong of 3A 

writes, with something akin to pride, of the day they managed to "cram" nine boys onto one 

wastepaper basket, which feat was quickly followed by the even more startling success of getting 

18(!) boys into one school lavatory; undoubtedly, a matter of convenience. The report on Athletics is 

revealing. How many Old Xaverians knew that the College supplied two representatives for 'the 

English Catholic Grammar Schools' Team which took part in the European Catholic Sports held in 

Spain? Moreover, these two Clapham boys between them gained two silver medals and one bronze 

medal in these sports; Michael Turvey was second in the triple jump and Michael Gowan was second 

in the 3,000 metres and third in the 1,500 metres. MICHAEL TURVEY left the College this summer 

and added to his athletic successes this season by becoming the Surrey Triple Jump champion. He 

has now followed this up, by winning the event for the Great Britain "B" Team in the recent 

international match with Switzerland. 

 

Mr. Johnson, who taught chemistry, also left and his place was finally taken by an Old Boy, Mr. Kidd, 

who had left Clapham but a few years before. More recently the school had the news that Brother 

Xavier, who taught Latin and French, had had to retire from active teaching and all were sorry to 

hear this. Brother Xavier's place was taken by Brother Cajetan. This year looks like being a record for 

the spreading of Clapham boys around the Continent. For the first time for some time there will be 

two foreign trips—one at Easter, to Paris, with a record number of about forty-five, and one, a 

camping tour, in July to France and Germany by Minibus, restricted to the Sixth Form. Sometime this 

term, reputable sources have it, the tuck shop will once again open; in fact, it may be open as you 

read this. Those boys in the third form and above will remember the last tuck shop session when 

drinks and snacks were on sale at break and dinnertime, and it is hoped to do the same thing this 

term under the able managership of Al Morrish. We hope your friends had their mantlepieces 

suitably decorated by the Clapham College Christmas card over the holidays, although we believe 

some people were unlucky in trying to buy the cards and leaving it too late, thus finding all the cards 

sold. In fact, the cards, 1,500 in all, disappeared within two weeks of being on sale and tribute must 

be paid to Mr. Rathborn, who had the job of business managing the whole affair, and also to Johnny 

Barnes who designed the block for the card. 

SPEECH DAY The Clapham College Prize-giving and Speech Day was held in Battersea Town Hall on 

Wednesday, November 9th, 1960. This was the first prize-giving to be held there and also the first to 

be held in November—the others have been held in June. The Chair was taken by the Rev. Bro. 

Mathias, the Brother Provincial and Chairman of the Board of Governors, and many of the Governors 

were present on the platform. The prizes this year were to be presented by Councillor J. J. Keen, 

Deputy Chairman of the London County Council, and the prize-giving and speeches were preceded 

by a short entertainment. This was provided by the choir, who sang five-part songs (conducted by 

Mr. Smith and accompanied by Mr. Pocock); by J. E. Loosemore, who gave a piano solo; and by Ian 

McCann, who sang folk songs to his own guitar and banjo-playing. The entertainment was followed 



by a short interval after which the speeches began. Bro. Mathias gave a short address and called 

upon the Headmaster to read his report, in which he spoke of the preceding school year and the 

various school events which took place in it. Mr. Keen was then asked to present the prizes, which 

he did after a short speech in which he praised the staff and the Headmaster for the work they were 

doing. Among the prizes presented was the "Bro. Dunstan Chemistry Prize," newly donated by the 

Old Boys as a tribute to Bro. Dunstan's long association with the College. It was won by P. Barry.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

T H E SCHOOL DANCE A dance was held on Friday, December 2nd in the Gym and two of the ground 

floor classrooms, and all present agreed that it was a great success. Two other 'Record Hops' had 

previously been held but this time we were proud to present, in addition to records, the 

"Goldsmith's Art School Jazz Band." The services of the band were acquired through Ian McCann, an 

old boy of the school, who plays Banjo for them. The band, alternating with the records, played with 

such energy and zest that even those who could not appreciate their traditional style, could not 

quibble about the volume of sound that they made. The Dance was extremely well attended, over 

two hundred and fifty people being there. A dance of this nature is usually a re-union of old boys and 

this one proved to be no exception; indeed, it was surprising to see how many old boys heard about 

it and turned up. We hope to see many more at our next dance which will probably be towards the 

end of the Easter Term. Part of the proceeds was donated towards the cost of Brother Xavier's 

pilgrimage to Lourdes and the rest went to the School Magazine Fund. I would like to finish by 

thanking Brother Peter for allowing the dance to be held; Mr. Pocock for keeping a watchful eye on 

things, my fellow prefects who helped in the organisation and everybody who helped. 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 











 


